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Appendix 2.A: Content of Consultation Report (in

response to relevant Guidance and Advice Notes)

2.A Content of Consultation Report (in response to relevant Guidance and
Advice Notes)



Content of Consultation Report (in response to relevant Guidance and Advice

Notes)

Document Reference Detailed recommendations on content / process Relevant section in
Consultation Report

PINS Advice Note Explanatory “Explanatory text should set the scene and provide an overview and narrative of Tables 1.1 and 5.1

14: Compiling the text the whole pre-application stage as it relates to the particular project. It would provide a summary of the
consultation report | Explanatory assist if a quick reference guide in bullet point form, summarising all the phased pre-application
(Version 2, April text consultation activity in chronological order, is included near the start of the report.” | consultation activities in
2012) chronological order.

“This section should define the whole pre-application consultation and explain the
relationship between any initial strategic options stage, any subsequent informal
consultation that may have taken place, and the statutory consultation carried out | The evolution of the
under the 2008 Act..." design of the project is
summarised in Figure 1.1.

Any historic consultation
on the Project Site is
described in section 4.

Section 5 provides an
overview of pre-
application consultation
and explains the
relationship between
phase 1 and phase 2 of
the consultation.




Document Reference

Consultation
with the
prescribed
consultees
(s42)

Detailed recommendations on content / process

“This includes prescribed statutory bodies, local authorities consulted under s43 of
the Act and those with an interest in the land consulted under s44 of the Act.
These separate strands of prescribed consultees should be clearly identified.

The applicant should include a full list of the prescribed consultees as part of the
Consultation Report. If the prescribed consultees have been consulted on multiple
occasions, perhaps at different phases of the consultation, then this should be
explained. If the applicant’s list of prescribed consultees varies in any way from
the list of organisations set out in schedule 1 of the Applications: Prescribed
Forms and Procedures Regulations 2009 (APFP) then this should be robustly
justified. The list of organisations set out in schedule 1 of the APFP should be
followed in terms of the order in which the consultees are presented.

“A short description of how s43 of the Act has been applied in order to identify the
relevant local authorities that should be included. This could be supported by a
map showing the site and identifying the boundaries of the relevant local
authorities.

It is important that those with an interest in the land consulted under s44 of the Act
are identified as a distinct element of the wider s42 consultation. S44 consultees
include those whose land would be subject to compulsory acquisition as part of
the development consent order, those who may have a relevant claim and those
whose land may be affected by the development.

Where compulsory acquisition forms part of the draft DCO, the consultees who
are also included in the book of reference for compulsory acquisition purposes
should be highlighted in the consolidated list of prescribed consultees.”

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

Bodies identified under
s43 and s44 of the act are
described in para.6.4.15
t0 6.4.25.

For the Phase 1
consultation, the full list of
prescribed consultees is
contained in Appendix
3.N.

For the Phase 2
consultation, the full list of
prescribed consultees is
contained in Appendix
3.0.

A plan of the s43 local
authorities relevant to
both the Phase 1 and
Phase 2 consultation is
contained in Appendix
3.P.

Statement of
Community

“It would be helpful to provide a summary of the rationale behind the SoCC
methodology to assist the SoS’s understanding of the community consultation and
provide a context for considering how the consultation was undertaken.

For Phase 1, the SoCC
rationale is contained
within para. 6.2.1 to




Document Reference

Consultation
process (s47)

Detailed recommendations on content / process

The SoS needs to be satisfied that the applicant has complied with the SoCC
preparation process. Evidence should be submitted as part of the consultation
report which shows which local authorities were consulted about the content of the
draft SoCC; what the local authorities’ comments were; confirmation that they
were given 28 days to provide their comments and a description about how the
applicant had regard to the local authorities’ comments.

Copies of the published SoCC as it appeared in the local press should be
provided along with confirmation of which local newspapers it was published in
and when.

Where there were any inconsistencies with the SoCC, for example where
additional activities took place that were not included in the SoCC(s), then this
should be clearly explained and justified. It would be useful to set out the relevant
local authorities’ views about any changes made to the consultation methodology
that were not dealt with by way of a review of the SoCC. The SoCC process is
usually best dealt with as a discrete section within the consultation report.”

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

6.2.2.and para. 6.4.3 to
6.4.65.

For the Phase 1
consultation Appendix 2.B
and Appendix 3.U contain
records of the Phase 1
SoCC consultation and
copies of the Phase 1
SoCC Notices as they
appeared in the press.

For the Phase 2
consultation Appendix
2.C and Appendix 3.V,
contain records of the
SoCC consultation and
copies of the SoCC
Notices as they appeared
in the press.

Statutory
publicity (s48)

“A copy of the s48 notice as it appeared in the local and national newspapers,
together with a description of where the notice was published and confirmation of
the time period given for responses should be included in the report.

applicants should also provide confirmation that the s48 notice was sent to the
prescribed consultees at the same time as the notice was published. A description
of the consultation material used and how the prescribed consultees were able to
access it would also be useful.

The s48 publicity is best dealt with as a separate section within the report.”

For the Phase 1
consultation, a description
of the s48 notice
publication is provided in
PARA. 6.4.80 to 6.4.84
Appendix 4.E contains
the s48 notices as
published.

For the Phase 2
consultation, a description
of the s48 notice
publication is provided in
paras. para 8.5.76 to
8.5.86. Appendix 4.F




Document Reference

Detailed recommendations on content / process

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

contains the Phase 2 s48
notices as published.

For the Phase 1
consultation, the issue of
the s48 notice to
prescribed consultees is
described in para. 6.4.85
to 6.4.91. This is
supported by Appendix
4.G.

For the Phase 2
consultation, the issue of
the s48 notice to
prescribed consultees is
described in para 8.5.76
to 8.5.86. This is
supported by Appendix
4.H.

Non- statutory
‘informal’
consultation

“applicants may have been engaged in non-statutory consultation, for example,
high level consultation with statutory bodies may have been undertaken when
identifying options and in advance of formal consultation under the provisions of
the Act. Any consultation not carried out under the provisions of the Act should be
clearly indicated and identified separately in the report from the statutory
consultation.”

For the Phase 1
consultation, sections 6.2
and 7.2 detail the process
and outcome of the non-
statutory consultation.
Table 6.1 summarises the
key meetings held with
stakeholders prior to
statutory consultation.

For the Phase 2
consultation Sections 8.3
and 9.2 detail the process
and outcome of the non-
statutory consultation.




Document Reference

Detailed recommendations on content / process

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

Table 8.1 summarises the
meetings held with
stakeholders prior to
statutory consultation.

EIA
Regulations
consultation

“Consultation undertaken as part of the EIA regime is separate to that required
under the Planning Act 2008. applicants may wish to draw attention to
consultation responses received under the EIA process, but any reference to this
consultation should be kept separate from the statutory consultation carried out
under the provisions of the Planning Act 2008.”

For the Phase 1
consultation, sections 6.3
and 7.3 summarise the
EIA scoping consultation
undertaken. For Phase 2
section 8.4 addresses the
EIA scoping consultation.

DCLG, The
Planning Act 2008,
Guidance on the
pre-application
process (2015)

The consultation
report and
responding to
consultees

Para. 12

The pre-application consultation process is crucial to the effectiveness of the
major infrastructure regime. Without adequate consultation, the subsequent
application will not be accepted when it is submitted. If the SoS determines that
the consultation is inadequate, he or she can recommend that the applicant
carries out more consultation activity before the application can be accepted.
Once a scheme is in examination there is limited scope to make changes to what
has been included in the MPL Draft Development Consent Order (MPL Draft
Order). This is why it is important that issues are made known and explored during
pre-application consultation and prior to finalising the application version of the
draft Order.

This Report details the
pre-application
consultation undertaken
by MPL.

Paragraph. 13

Compliance with this guidance alone will not guarantee that the SoS will conclude
that the applicant has complied with the pre-application consultation requirements
introduced by the Planning Act. However, where an applicant has complied with
all statutory requirements and applicable guidance, and where the applicant is
satisfied that they have consulted as widely as is appropriate for the scale of the
project, an applicant can reasonably expect that an application will not be rejected
on the grounds of inadequate consultation. Where applicants have not been able
to comply with this guidance for some reason, they should consider providing
comments in their consultation report. Where local authorities are not content with
the consultation approach taken, their views should be set out in any adequacy of
consultation representation they make. This will aid the decision on whether to
accept the application.

This section 3 signposts
where it is demonstrated
within this report how
MPL has complied with
the statutory consultation
requirements.

Paragraph. 14

In brief, during the pre-application stage applicants are required to:

For the Phase 1
consultation, notification




Document Reference

Detailed recommendations on content / process

- notify the SoS of the proposed application;

- identify whether the project requires an EIA; where it does, confirm that they will
be submitting an ES along with the application, or that they will be seeking a
screening opinion ahead of submitting the application;7

- produce a Statement of Community Consultation, in consultation with the
relevant local authority or authorities, which describes how the applicant proposes
to consult the local community about their project and then carry out consultation
in accordance with that Statement;

- make the Statement of Community Consultation available for inspection by the
public in a way that is reasonably convenient for people living in the vicinity of the
land where the development is proposed, as required by section 47 of the
Planning Act and Regulations;

- identify and consult statutory consultees as required by section 42 of the
Planning Act and Regulations;

- set a deadline of a minimum of 28 days by which responses to consultation must
be received;

- have regard to relevant responses to publicity and consultation;
- publicise the proposed application in accordance with Regulations; and

- prepare a consultation report and submit it to the SoS.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

under Regulation 6 is
described in para. 6.4.2
and Appendix 3.1.

A summary of the
development and
consultation on the Phase
1 SoCC and details of
where it was made
available for inspection is
provided in para. 6.4.43
to 6.4.65.

A summary of the
development and
consultation on the Phase
2 SoCC and details of
where it was made
available for inspection is
provided in para. 8.5.4 to
8.5.20.

A summary of how s42
consultees were identified
and consulted, including
the deadline for
consultation (meeting the
minimum requirement of
28 days) is provided in
para. 6.4.5. and 6.4.43
and 6.4.42 for Phase 1
and para.8.5.20 to 8.5.53
for Phase 2.

Sections 6 and 7 provide
an overview and
summarise the outcomes
of the consultation
responses for Phase 1




Document Reference

Detailed recommendations on content / process

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

- landSections8and9 |

provide an overview and
summarised the
outcomes of the
consultation responses
for Phase 2.

Paras 6.4.80 to 6.4.84 set
out the approach to s48
publicity for Phase 1 and
paras 8.5.76 to 8.5.86 set
out the approach for
Phase 2.

This Report is the
Consultation Report and
accompanies the DCO
Application.

Paragraph. 15

The requirements of the Planning Act form the basic framework for the pre-
application consultation process. The Government recognises, however, that
major infrastructure projects and the communities and environment in which they
are located will vary considerably. A ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach is not, therefore,
appropriate. Instead, applicants, who are best placed to understand the detail of
their specific project, and the relevant local authorities, who have a unique
knowledge of their local communities, should as far as possible work together to
develop plans for consultation. The key aim should be to ensure that the amount
of consultation undertaken, and who is consulted, should be in proportionate to
the size and scale of project and where its impacts will be felt.

Section 5 describes
MPL’s overall approach to
consultation on the
Project.

Paragraph. 17 -
18

Consultation should be thorough, effective and proportionate. applicants will have
their own approaches to consultation and already have a wealth of good practice
on which to draw. For example, larger, more complex applications will usually
need to go beyond the statutory minimum timescales laid down in the Planning
Act to provide enough time for consultees to understand project proposals and
formulate a response. Many proposals will require detailed technical input,
especially regarding impacts, so sufficient time will need to be allowed for this.
Consultation should also be sufficiently flexible to respond to the needs and
requirements of consultees, for example where a consultee has indicated that they

Section 5 describes
MPL’s overall approach to
consultation on the
Project.

The Project has had
regard for s42 to s44, and
s47 of the PA 2008. A




Document Reference

Detailed recommendations on content / process

would prefer to be consulted via email only, this should be accommodated as far
as possible.

The Planning Act requires certain bodies and groups of people to be consulted at
the pre-application stage, but allows for flexibility in the precise form that
consultation may take depending on local circumstances and the needs of the
project itself. Sections 42-44 of the Planning Act and secondary legislation11 set
out details of who should be consulted, including local authorities, the Marine
Management Organisation (where appropriate), other statutory bodies, and
persons having an interest in the land to be developed.12 Section 47 in the
Planning Act sets out the applicant’s statutory duty to consult local communities.
In addition, applicants may also wish to strengthen their case by seeking the views
of other people who are not statutory consultees, but who may be significantly
affected by the project.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

description of the process
is provided in section 5.

Paragraph. 20

From time to time a body may cease to exist but for legislative timetabling
reasons, may still be listed as a statutory consultee. In such situations the SoS will
not expect strict compliance with the statutory requirements. applicants should
identify any successor body and consult with them in the same manner as they
would have with the original body. Where there is no obvious successor,
applicants should seek the advice of the Inspectorate, who may be able to identify
an appropriate alternative consultee. Whether or not an alternative is identified,
the consultation report should briefly note any cases where compliance with
statutory requirements was impossible and the reasons why.

The identification of
consultation parties under
s42 of the PA 2008 are
described in paras. 6.4.5
to 6.4.42 which applies to
both Phase 1 and Phase
2 of the consultation.

Paragraph. 21

applicants will often need detailed technical input from expert bodies to assist with
identifying and mitigating the social, environmental, design and economic impacts
of projects, and other important matters. Technical expert input will often be
needed in advance of formal compliance with the pre-application requirements.
Early engagement with these bodies can help avoid unnecessary delays and the
costs of having to make changes at later stages of the process. It is equally
important that statutory consultees respond to request for technical input in a
timely manner. applicants are therefore advised to discuss and agree a timetable
with consultees for the provision of such inputs

Pre-application non-
statutory engagement is
described in section 6.2
for Phase 1 and in section
8.3 for Phase 2.

Paragraph. 23

Local authorities have considerable expertise in consulting local people. They will
be able to draw on this expertise to provide advice to applicants on the makeup of
the community and on how consultation might best be undertaken. In addition,
many authorities will already have a register of local interest groups, and should

Liaison with local
authorities on the Phase
1 SoCC is described in
paras. 6.4.43 - 6.4.65 for




Document Reference

Detailed recommendations on content / process

be able to readily provide applicants with an appropriate list of such groups for the
purposes of consultation.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

Phase 1 and on the
Phase 2 SoCC is
described in paras. 8.5.4 -
8.5.19.

Paragraph. 24

The applicant has a duty under section 47 of the Planning Act to prepare a
Statement of Community Consultation, and then to conduct its consultation in line
with that statement. Before doing so, the applicant must consult on their
Statement of Community Consultation with each local authority in whose area the
proposed development is situated. This may require consultation with a number of
different local authorities, particularly for long, linear projects. In this situation, the
local authorities in question should, as far as practicable, co-ordinate their
responses to the applicant. This will ensure that the consultation proposals set out
in the Statement are coherent, effective, and work across local authority
boundaries.

Overview of the
preparation of Phase 1
SoCC is provided in
paras. 6.4.43 to 6.4.65
and for the Phase 2
SoCC is provided in
paras. 8.5.4 - 8.5.19.

Paragraph. 25

Even where it is intended that a development would take place within a single
local authority area, it is possible that its impacts could be significantly wider than
just that local authority’s area - for example if the development was located close
to a neighbouring authority. Where an applicant decides to consult people living in
a wider area who could be affected by the project (e.g. through visual or
environmental impacts, or through increased traffic flow), that intention should be
reflected in the Statement of Community Consultation.

The rationale for the
adoption of the CCZ and
OCZ as the basis for
consultation is provided in
paras. 6.2.15 - 6.2.19 for
Phase 1 and paras.
8.5.12 - 8.5.15 for Phase
2.

The published Phase 1
SoCC is provided in
Appendix 2.D. The
published Phase 2 SoCC
is provided in Appendix
2.E.

Paragraph. 26

In its role as a consultee on the Statement of Community Consultation, the local
authority is not expected to provide a view on the project itself, but to focus on
how the applicant should consult people in its area. The Planning Act requires
local authorities to respond to the applicant’s consultation on their proposed
Statement of Community Consultation within 28 days of receipt of the request.
However, prior to submitting their draft Statement of Community Consultation
applicants may wish to seek to resolve any disagreements or clarifications about

The responses from the
local authorities on the
draft Phase 1 SoCC is
contained within
Appendix 2.B for Phase 1
and on the draft Phase 2
SoCC is contained within




Document Reference

Detailed recommendations on content / process

the public consultation design. An applicant is therefore likely to need to engage in
discussions with local authorities over a longer period than the minimum
requirements set out in the Act.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

Appendix 2.C for Phase
2.

Paragraph. 27

The role of the local authority in such discussions should be to provide expertise
about the make-up of its area, including whether people in the area might have
particular needs or requirements, whether the authority has identified any groups
as difficult to reach and what techniques might be appropriate to overcome
barriers to communication. The local authority should also provide advice on the
appropriateness of the applicant’s suggested consultation techniques and
methods. The local authority’s aim in such discussions should be to ensure that
the people affected by the development can take part in a thorough, accessible
and effective consultation exercise about the proposed project.

Information on hard to
reach groups was
received from CBC. A
summary of this is
provided in sections 6.2
and 6.4 which applies to
both Phase 1 and Phase
2.

Paragraph. 28

Topics for consideration at such pre-consultation discussions might include:

- the size and coverage of the proposed consultation exercise (including, where
appropriate, consultation which goes wider than one local authority area);

- the appropriateness of various consultation techniques, including electronic-
based ones;

- the design and format of consultation materials;

- issues which could be covered in consultation materials;

- suggestions for places/timings of public events as part of the consultation;

- local bodies and representative groups who should be consulted;

- timescales for consultation.

A summary of
discussions at pre-
consultation meetings
with CBC and BBC is
provided in Appendix 3.F
for Phase 1 and Appendix
3.H for Phase 2.

Paragraphs.
29-30

It is expected that in most cases applicants and local authorities will be able to
work closely together and agree on the local consultation process. Where
significant differences of opinion persist between the applicant and local authority
(or authorities) on how the consultation should take place, the Inspectorate may
be able to offer further advice or guidance to either party. However, such advice
will be without prejudice to any later decision on whether to accept or reject an
application for examination.

Where a local authority raises an issue or concern on the Statement of
Community Consultation which the applicant feels unable to address, the
applicant is advised to explain in their consultation report their course of action to
the SoS when they submit their application.

Responses were received
from BBC and CBC on
the Phase 1 SoCC during
the Phase 1 consultation
and on the Phase 2
SoCC during the Phase 2
consultation. These are
contained in Appendix
2.B and Appendix 2.C
respectively for Phase 1
and Phase 2.

10
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Where a local authority decides that it does not wish to respond to a consultation
request on the Statement of Community Consultation, the applicant should make
reasonable efforts to ensure that all affected communities are consulted. If the
applicant is unsure how to proceed, they are encouraged to seek advice from the
Inspectorate. However, it is for the applicant to satisfy themselves that their
consultation plan allows for as full public involvement as is appropriate for their
project and, once satisfied, to proceed with the consultation. Provided that
applicants can satisfy themselves that they have made reasonable endeavours to
consult with all those who might have a legitimate interest or might be affected by
a proposed development, it would be unlikely that their application would be
rejected on grounds of inadequate public consultation.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

Paragraphs.
32-34

Local authorities are also themselves statutory consultees for any proposed major
infrastructure project which is in or adjacent to their area. applicants should
engage with them as early as possible to ensure that the impacts of the
development on the local area are understood and considered prior to the
application being submitted to the SoS.

Local authorities will be able to provide an informed opinion on a wide humber of
matters, including how the project relates to local development plans. Local
authorities may also make suggestions for requirements to be included in the MPL
Draft Order. These may include the later approval by the local authority (after the
granting of a Development Consent Order) of detailed project designs or schemes
to mitigate adverse impacts. It will be important that any concerns local authorities
have on the practicality of enforcing a proposed Development Consent Order are
raised at the earliest opportunity.

The local authority in whose area a proposed project is located or an authority
adjoining the project will be invited by the SoS to submit a local impact report once
the application has been accepted for examination. The local impact report will
allow local authorities to set out details of their views on the likely effect of the
development on the local area and community.

For the Phase 1
consultation, non-
statutory engagement
with BBC and CBC is
detailed in section 6.2
and Appendix 3.F Phase
1 statutory consultation
with CBC and BBC is
detailed in section 6.4
and Appendix 5.B.

For the Phase 2
consultation, non-
statutory engagement
with BBC and CBC is
detailed in section 8.3
and Appendix 3.H. Phase
2 statutory consultation
with CBC and BBC is
detailed in section 8.5
and Appendix 5.C.

Paragraph. 35

applicants will also need to identify and consult people who own, occupy or have
another interest in the land in question, or who could be affected by a project in

The s42 prescribed
consultees are described

11
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Detailed recommendations on content / process

such a way that they may be able to make a claim for compensation. This will give
such parties early notice of projects, and an opportunity to express their views
regarding them.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

in para. 6.4.8 t0 6.4.14,
and a list is provided in
Appendix 3.N for Phase 1
and Appendix 3.0 for
Phase 2.

Paragraph. 36-
37

Local people have a vital role to play at the pre- application stage. People should
have as much influence as is realistic and possible over decisions which shape
their lives and communities. It is therefore critical that they are engaged with
project proposals at an early stage. Because they live, work and socialise in the
affected area, local people are particularly well placed to comment on what the
impact of proposals on their local community might be; or what mitigating
measures might be appropriate; or what other opportunities might exist for
meeting the project’s objectives.

In consulting on project proposals, an inclusive approach is needed to ensure that
different groups have the opportunity to participate and are not disadvantaged in
the process. applicants should use a range of methods and techniques to ensure
that they access all sections of the community in question. Local authorities will be
able to provide advice on what works best in terms of consulting their local
communities given their experience of carrying out consultations in their area.

The range of methods
adopted for consultation
are described in sections
5,6 and 8.

Paragraph. 38

applicants must set out clearly what is being consulted on. They must be careful to
make it clear to local communities what is settled and why, and what remains to
be decided, so that expectations of local communities are properly managed. A
short document should be prepared by applicants specifically for local
communities, summarising the project proposals and outlining the matters on
which the view of the local community is sought. It should also describe the key
elements of the project, and explain what the potential benefits and impacts of the
projects might be. The document should be written in clear, accessible, and non-
technical language. applicants should be ready to make it available in formats
appropriate to the needs of people with disabilities if requested. There may be
cases where documents may need to be made bilingually (for example, Welsh, in
applications affecting Wales), but it is not the policy of the Government to
encourage documents to be translated into non-native, foreign languages.

The statutory consultation
materials are provided in
the Appendices to section
6 for Phase 1 and section
8 for Phase 2.

Paragraphs.
39-40

applicants are required to set out in their Statement of Community Consultation
how they propose to consult those living in the vicinity of the land, but they are
encouraged to consider consulting beyond this where they think doing so may

Preparation of the Phase
1 SoCC is described in
paras 6.4.43 to 6.4.65

12
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Detailed recommendations on content / process

provide more information on the impacts of their proposals (e.g. through visual
impacts or increased traffic flow).

The Statement of Community Consultation should act as a framework for the
community consultation generally, stating where and when events will be taking
place. The Statement of Community Consultation should be made available
online, at any exhibitions or other events held by the applicants and should also
be placed at appropriate local deposit points (e.g. libraries, council offices) and
sent to local community groups as appropriate.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

and paras. 8.5.4 - 8.5.19
for the Phase 2 SoCC
including the two
consultation zones
adopted for both the
Phase 1 and Phase 2
consultation.

Details on publication of
the Phase 1 SoCC are
provided in paras 6.4.43
to 6.4.65 for Phase 1 and
paras. 8.5.4 - 8.5.19 for
the Phase 2 SoCC.

Appendix 4.C details
compliance with the
Phase 1 SoCC for Phase
1 and Appendix 4.D for
the Phase 2 SoCC.

Paragraph. 41

applicants are required to publicise their proposed application under section 48 of
the Planning Act. Regulation 4(2) of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications:
Prescribed Forms & Procedure) Regulations 2009 sets out the detail of what this
publicity must entail. This publicity is an integral part of the local community
consultation process. Where possible, the first of the two required local newspaper
advertisements should coincide approximately with the beginning of the
consultation with communities. However, given the detailed information required
for the publicity in secondary legislation, aligning publicity with consultation may
not always be possible, especially where a multi-stage consultation is intended.

Details of how the Project
was publicised under s48
is provided in para’s
6.4.80 to 6.4.91 and
Appendix 4.E contains
the s48 notices as
published for Phase 1.

For Phase 2 details of
how the Project was
publicised under s48 is
provided in paras. para
8.5.76 t0 8.5.86 and
Appendix 4.F contains the
s48 notices as published.

Para. 50

To realise the benefits of early consultation on a project, it must take place at a
sufficiently early stage to allow consultees a real opportunity to influence the

Section 5 recognises the
balance between

13
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Detailed recommendations on content / process

proposals. But equally, consultees will need sufficient information on a project to
be able to recognise and understand the impacts.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

commencing consultation
and information available.
Non-statutory
consultation was
undertaken and is
described in section 6.2.
for Phase 1 and section
8.3 for Phase 2.

Paragraph. 51

applicants will often also require detailed technical advice from consultees and it is
likely that their input will be of the greatest value if they are consulted when project
proposals are fluid, followed up by confirmation of the approach as proposals
become firmer. In principle, therefore, applicants should undertake initial
consultation as soon as there is sufficient detail to allow consultees to understand
the nature of the project properly.

The consultation process
is described in section 5,
6 and 8 which shows how
the consultation and
design process are
interrelated.

Paragraph. 52

To manage the tension between consulting early, but also having project
proposals that are firm enough to enable consultees to comment, applicants are
encouraged to consider an iterative, phased consultation consisting of two (or
more) stages, especially for large projects with long development periods. For
example, applicants might wish to consider undertaking informal early consultation
at a stage where options are still being considered. This will be helpful in informing
proposals and assisting the applicant in establishing a preferred option on which
to undertake formal statutory public consultation.

Non-statutory
consultation was
undertaken and is
described in section 6.2
for Phase 1 and section
8.3 for Phase 2.

Following this, statutory
consultation was
undertaken as described
in section 6.4 for Phase 1
and section 8.5 for Phase
2.

Paragraph. 53

Where an iterative consultation is intended, it may be advisable for applicants to
carry out the final stage of consultation with persons who have an interest in the
land once they have worked up their project proposals in sufficient detail to identify
affected land interests

Not relevant for this
Project.

Paragraph. 54

The timing and duration of consultation will be likely to vary from project to project,
depending on size and complexity, and the range and scale of the impacts. The
Planning Act provides for a minimum 28 day period for consultation. It is expected

The statutory consultation
timescales are
summarised in section

14
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Detailed recommendations on content / process

uncontroversial in nature. But many projects, particularly larger or more
controversial ones, may require longer consultation periods than this. applicants
should therefore set consultation deadlines that are realistic and proportionate to
the proposed project. It is also important that consultees do not withhold
information that might affect a project, and that they respond in good time to
applicants. Where responses are not received by the deadline, the applicant is not
obliged to take those responses into account.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

6.4 for Phase 1 and

that this may be sufficient for projects which are straightforward and

section 8.5 for Phase 2.

Paragraphs. 55
-57

applicants are not expected to repeat consultation rounds set out in their
Statement of Community Consultation unless the project proposals have changed
very substantially. For example, where proposals change to such a large degree
that what is being taken forward is fundamentally different from what was
consulted on, further consultation may well be needed. This may be necessary fif,
for example, new information arises which renders all previous options
unworkable or invalid for some reason. When considering the need for additional
consultation, applicants should use the degree of change, the effect on the local
community and the level of public interest as guiding factors.

Where a proposed application changes to such a large degree that the proposals
could be considered a new application, the legitimacy of the consultation already
carried out could be questioned. In such cases, applicants should undertake
further re-consultation on the new proposals, and should supply consultees with
sufficient information to enable them to fully understand the nature of the change
and any likely significant impacts (but not necessarily the full suite of consultation
documents), and allow at least 28 days for consultees to respond.

If the application only changes to a small degree, or if the change only affects part
of the development, then it is not necessary for an applicant to undertake a full re-
consultation. Where a proposed application is amended in light of consultation
responses then, unless those amendments materially change the application or
materially changes its impacts, the amendments themselves should not trigger a
need for further consultation. Instead, the applicant should ensure that all affected
statutory consultees and local communities are informed of the changes.

Section 11 provides
commentary on how
amendments to the
Project have been
addressed in the
consultation process.

Paragraph. 58

Consultation should, however, also be fair and reasonable for applicants as well
as communities. To ensure that consultation is fair to all parties, applicants should
be able to demonstrate that the consultation process is proportionate to the

The approach to
consultation and the
rationale for this approach

15
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Detailed recommendations on content / process

impacts of the project in the area that it affects, takes account of the anticipated
level of local interest, and takes account of the views of the relevant local
authorities.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

is set out in section 5. An
overview of how
consultation responses
have been taken into
account is included in
sections 7, 9 and 11.

Paragraph. 59

applicants are required under section 37 of the Planning Act to produce a
consultation report alongside their application, which details how they have
complied with the consultation requirements set out in the Act.

This Report provides
details of how the
requirements in the PA
2008 are met.

Paragraph. 60

The SoS will consider this Report when deciding whether or not the applicant has
complied with the pre-application consultation requirements, and ultimately,
whether or not an application can be accepted.

This document is
considered to adhere to
the requirements in the
s55 checklist.

Paragraph. 61

Therefore, the consultation report should:
= provide a general description of the consultation process undertaken;

®  set out specifically what the applicant has done in compliance with the
requirements of the Planning Act, relevant secondary legislation, this
guidance, and any relevant policies, guidance or advice published by
Government or the Inspectorate;

= set out how the applicant has taken account of any response to
consultation with local authorities on what should be in the applicant’s
statement of community consultation;

= .set out a summary of relevant responses to consultation (but not a
complete list of responses);

Description of
consultation process
provide in sections 5, 6
and 8.

Statutory requirements
are set out in section 3.

A summary of the
development and
consultation on the Phase
1 SoCC and details of
where it was made
available for inspection is
provided in paras. 6.4.43
to 6.4.65.

A summary of the
development and
consultation on the Phase
2 SoCC and details of

16
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= provide a description of how the application was influenced by those
responses, outlining any changes made as a result and showing how
significant relevant responses will be addressed;

= provide an explanation as to why responses advising on major
changes to a project were not followed, including advice from
statutory consultees on impacts;

= where the applicant has not followed the advice of the local authority
or not complied with this guidance or any relevant advice note
published by the Inspectorate, provide an explanation for the action
taken;

= be expressed in terms sufficient to enable the SoS to fully understand
how the consultation process has been undertaken and significant
effects addressed. However, it need not include full technical
explanations of these matters.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

where it was made
available for inspection is
provided in paras 8.5.4 to
8.5.19.

Consultation responses
received are provided in
section 7 and Appendix
5.B for Phase 1. Section
9 and Appendices 5.C
and 5.G for Phase 2.

Section 11 describes how
the design has evolved
through consultation and
summarises the next
steps.

Paragraph. 62

It is important that those who have contributed to the consultation are informed of
the results of the consultation exercise; how the information received by applicants
has been used to shape and influence the project; and how any outstanding
issues will be addressed before an application is submitted to the Inspectorate.

Responses have been
grouped and responded
to in Appendices 5.D and
5.F for Phase 1 and
Appendices 5.E and 5.G
for Phase 2.

Section 11 describes how
the design has evolved
through consultation and
summarises the next
steps.

Paragraph. 63

As with the consultation itself, it is likely that different audiences will require
different levels of information. The local community may be particularly interested
in what the collective view of the community is and how this has been taken into
account. Consultees with technical information will require more detailed

Responses have been
provided on a point by
point basis in Appendices
5.D and 5.F for Phase 1
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information on what impacts and risks have been identified, and how they are
proposed to be mitigated or managed.

Relevant section in

Consultation Report

and Appendices 5.E and
5.G for Phase 2.

Themed responses and
outcomes have been
reviewed in sections 7 for
Phase 1 and section 9 for
Phase 2.

Paragraph. 64

The consultation report may not be the most appropriate format in which to
respond to the points raised by various consultee groups and bodies. applicants
should therefore consider producing a summary note in plain English for the local
community setting out headline findings and how they have been addressed,
together with a link to the full consultation report for those interested. If helpful, this
could be supplemented by events in the local area.

An Executive Summary of
the Consultation Report is
provided in Section 1 of
the report and provides a
condensed summary of
activities undertaken,
which are then expanded
upon in the remainder of
the report and
appendices.

Paragraph. 65

Response to points raised by consultees with technical information is likely to
need to focus on the specific impacts for which the body has expertise. The
applicant should make a judgement as to whether the consultation report provides
sufficient detail on the relevant impacts, or whether a targeted response would be
more appropriate. applicants are also likely to have identified a number of key
additional bodies for consultation and may need to continue engagement with
these bodies on an individual basis.

Summary of consultation
with key stakeholders:
section 6 for Phase 1 and
section 8 for Phase 2.

Full responses are
provided in Appendices
5.B, 5.D and 5.F for
Phase 1 and Appendices
5.C, 5.E and 5.G for
Phase 2.

On-going engagement is
included in section 11.
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Appendix 2.B: Phase 1 Section 47 — Draft
Consultation Plan and Draft Statement of

Community Consultation (SoCC) sent to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council
for statutory consultation

2.B(i) Draft Consultation Plan and SoCC sent to Central Bedfordshire Council
for informal review (27t June 2014)



Rhiannon Parrett

Subject: FW: MPL; Draft Consultation Plan and SoCC, meeting 3/07/14 & PPA
Attachments: MPL Consultaion Plan and SoCC draft v3 June 2014.docx

From: Nick Johnson [mailto:NJohnson@stagenergy.com]

Sent: 27 June 2014 10:35

To: Annabel Gammell

Cc: Paul Taylor; Chris McKerrow

Subject: MPL; Draft Consultation Plan and SoCC, meeting 3/07/14 & PPA

Annabel,

Please find attached a draft of MPL’s Consultation Plan and SoCC for your review. As you will see a good number of
details are yet to be decided (highlighted yellow). Of particular note is the way in which we address Bedford
Borough Council; at the moment the project red line boundary (RLB) just crosses into BBC by a few meters at Green
Lane and therefore they will be part of the formal review process for the SoCC. However, we expect that we will be
able to pull the RLB back such that it does not cross into BBC — this is dependent on the detailed design of the
junction which is underway now. Chris and Paul will talk about this further on Thursday.

| can confirm that Chris and Paul will be able to meet you at 2.30 at your offices on Thursday. | have prepared a
suggested agenda below which any of you may want to amend.

Agenda

1) Consultation;
¢ Summary of informal Exhibitions
*  Locations for S47 exhibitions
e Hard to reach groups
e BBCupdate
e OCZ-size and consultation strategy
¢ SoCC notice
¢ Any other comments on SoCC
2) Scoping report —any questions from CBC?
3) PPA exchange
4) AOB

On the matter of the PPA — can you fill in the ‘Responsible CBC Officer column’ or do you want me to remove it? Feel
free to call me next week if you have any questions.

Best regards,
Nick

Nick Johnson
Stag Energy

0131 550 3380
07712805912
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Appendix 2.B: Phase 1 Section 47 — Draft
Consultation Plan and Draft Statement of

Community Consultation (SoCC) sent to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council
for statutory consultation

2.B(ii) Draft Consultation Plan and SoCC sent to Bedford Borough Council for
informal review (9" July 2014)



Rhiannon Parrett

Subject: FW: Millbrook Power S47 Consultation Plan and Statement of Community
Consultation

From: Nick Johnson

Sent: 09 July 2014 13:05

To: 'lain Blackley'

Subject: Millorook Power S47 Consultation Plan and Statement of Community Consultation

Dear lain,

As discussed please find attached draft consultation plan and SoCC for your review. If you have any questions don’t
hesitate to get in touch.

Best regards,
Nick

Nick Johnson
Project Manager, Millbrook Power

Information security classification of this email: OFFICIAL-Unsecure

EMAIL CLASSIFICATION DEFINED:

*** OFFICIAL-UNSECURE: This message and any attached file do not contain personal or sensitive information
**** OFFICIAL-SECURE: Either this message or any attached file contains either personal or commercially sensitive
information that requires it to be sent encrypted.

All email traffic may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with relevant legislation. This email
and any attached file are the property of Bedford Borough Council. Any opinions expressed in this mail do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of Bedford Borough Council.

T Bedford Borough Council is continuously working towards the requirements of the Public Sector Network and Data
Protection Act

“Confidentiality: The information contained in this e-mail and any attachment may be confidential and may
contain legally privileged information. It is intended only for the use of the named recipient. If you are not
the named recipient, please notify us immediately and delete it from your system. In such an event, you
should not disclose the contents of this e-mail to any other person, or print it.”
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Appendix 2.B: Phase 1 Section 47 — Draft
Consultation Plan and Draft Statement of

Community Consultation (SoCC) sent to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council
for statutory consultation

2.B(iii) Response to informal review of the Draft Consultation Plan and SoCC
from Bedford Borough Council (30t July 2014)



From: Michael Robinson

To: Nick Johnson
Subject: Millbrook power statement of community involvement
Date: 30 July 2014 12:10:21

Bedford BC - OFFICIAL-Unsecure
Nick,

Further to our telephone conversation find attached a link to the council’s web-site page which deals with this council’s promises in terms of publicity
and consultation.

In this way you should ensure that you meet the levels of public consultation and involvement that this council expects.

http:
Regards,

Michael Robinson

Team Leader Major Applications
Environment & Sustainable Communities
Bedford Borough Council

4™ Fioor, Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford, MK42 9AP
01234 718538 (47538)

Web www.bedford.gov.uk

Bedford Borough Council — Working with our partners to make the Borough a better place to live, work and visit. For up-to-date information on the
Council follow us on Twitter: @bedfordtweets

From the 15! April 2014 Bedford Borough Council introduced a new planning advice service. From this date all general planning
information will be available on our website www.bedford.gov.uk/preapp However, if your enquiry is site specific and/or the information is
not available online, you will need to complete a request for advice on our new enquiry form and pay the appropriate fee. Full
information of this new service can be found on our website as shown above.

‘Bedford Borough Council - Working with our partners to make the borough a better place to live, work and visit.’

Information security classification of this email: OFFICIAL-Unsecure

EMAIL CLASSIFICATION DEFINED:

*** OFFICIAL-UNSECURE: This message and any attached file do not contain personal or sensitive information

**¥* OFFICIAL-SECURE: Either this message or any attached file contains either personal or commercially sensitive information that requires it to be
sent encrypted.

All email traffic may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with relevant legislation. This email and any attached file are the
property of Bedford Borough Council. Any opinions expressed in this mail do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Bedford Borough Council.
+ Bedford Borough Council is continuously working towards the requirements of the Public Sector Network and Data Protection Act

“Confidentiality: The information contained in this e-mail and any attachment may be confidential and may contain legally privileged
information. It is intended only for the use of the named recipient. If you are not the named recipient, please notify us immediately and
delete it from your system. In such an event, you should not disclose the contents of this e-mail to any other person, or print it.”


mailto:Michael.Robinson@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:NJohnson@stagenergy.com
http://www.bedford.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/planning_town_and_country/planning_policy__its_purpose/community_involvement_sci.aspx
http://www.bedford.gov.uk/
http://www.bedford.gov.uk/preapp
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Appendix 2.B: Phase 1 Section 47 — Draft
Consultation Plan and Draft Statement of

Community Consultation (SoCC) sent to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council
for statutory consultation

2.B(iv) Cover letter sent to Central Bedfordshire Council (30" July 2014)
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For the attention of: Annabel Gammell

Central Bedfordshire Council
Priory House

Monks Walk

Shefford

Bedfordshire

SG17 5TQ

30" July 2014
Dear Sirs,
Millbrook Power Limited Statement of Community Consultation

Please find enclosed a draft consultation plan together with a draft Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC) and Abbreviated SoCC Notice in respect of Millborook Power Limited’s
proposals to construct and operate a gas fired power station and associated gas and
electrical connections (the Project) at Rookery South Pit in Bedfordshire. These describe how
Millbrook Power Limited intends to consult people living in the vicinity about a proposed
application for a development consent order under the Planning Act 2008 for the Project.

The Scoping Opinion and, for completeness, the Scoping Report are also enclosed to provide
contextual project information to Bedfordshire Borough Council and Central Bedfordshire
Council (the Councils) to ensure the Councils are able to make an informed response in
regards to the SoCC and the consultation plan.

Pursuant to section 47(2) of the Planning Act 2008, Millbrook Power Limited must consult
the Councils about what is to be in the SoCC and so MillorookPower Limited requests that
the Councils provide comments on the draft SoCC and consultation plan.

The deadline for the receipt by Millbrook Power Limited of each Council’s response is the
end of the period of 28 days that begins with the day after the day on which the Council
receives the enclosed documents. Following this consultation period, Millbrook Power
Limited will have regard to any comments received from the Councils in preparing the final
SoCC. The SoCC will then be published in accordance with section 47(6) of the Planning Act
2008 and Millbrook Power Limited will subsequently carry out consultation in accordance
with the proposals set out in the SoCC.

Yours Faithfully,

Nick Johnson
Project Manager, Millbrook Power Limited

49 York Place Edinburgh, EH1 3JD
Company registration No. 8920458
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2.B(v) Cover letter sent to Bedford Borough Council (30" July 2014)
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For the attention of: lain Blackley

Bedford Borough Council
Room 412

Borough Hall

Cauldwell Street

Bedford

MK42 9AP

30" July 2014
Dear Sirs,
Millbrook Power Limited Statement of Community Consultation

Please find enclosed a draft consultation plan together with a draft Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC) and Abbreviated SoCC Notice in respect of Millborook Power Limited’s
proposals to construct and operate a gas fired power station and associated gas and
electrical connections (the Project) at Rookery South Pit in Bedfordshire. These describe how
Millbrook Power Limited intends to consult people living in the vicinity about a proposed
application for a development consent order under the Planning Act 2008 for the Project.

The Scoping Opinion and, for completeness, the Scoping Report are also enclosed to provide
contextual project information to Bedfordshire Borough Council and Central Bedfordshire
Council (the Councils) to ensure the Councils are able to make an informed response in
regards to the SoCC and the consultation plan.

Pursuant to section 47(2) of the Planning Act 2008, Millbrook Power Limited must consult
the Councils about what is to be in the SoCC and so MillorookPower Limited requests that
the Councils provide comments on the draft SoCC and consultation plan.

The deadline for the receipt by Millbrook Power Limited of each Council’s response is the
end of the period of 28 days that begins with the day after the day on which the Council
receives the enclosed documents. Following this consultation period, Millbrook Power
Limited will have regard to any comments received from the Councils in preparing the final
SoCC. The SoCC will then be published in accordance with section 47(6) of the Planning Act
2008 and Millbrook Power Limited will subsequently carry out consultation in accordance
with the proposals set out in the SoCC.

Yours Faithfully,

Nick Johnson
Project Manager, Millbrook Power Limited

49 York Place Edinburgh, EH1 3JD
Company registration No. 8920458
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Appendix 2.B: Phase 1 Section 47 — Draft
Consultation Plan and Draft Statement of

Community Consultation (SoCC) sent to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council
for statutory consultation

2.B(vi) Draft Consultation Plan and draft SoCC sent to Central Bedfordshire
Council and Bedford Borough Council (30t July 2014)
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MILLBROOK POWER PROJECT

S47 LOCAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION PLAN,
STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
&
STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTAION NOTICE

DRAFT FOR STATUTORY REVIEW — 29th July 2014

INTRODUCTION

Millbrook Power Limited (“MPL") proposes to develop a gas-fired power generation
plant and connections to the electricity and gas networks on land located in Rookery
South Pit, near the villages of Stewartby, Lidlington, Millbrook and Marston Morteyne
in Bedfordshire.

The proposed power generation plant would be capable of generating up to 299 MW
of electricity. Using the latest and most efficient power generating technology, it will
burn natural gas to generate electricity that is delivered into the National Grid. Due to
its size, the Millbrook Power project would be a Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project and as such it would require a Development Consent Order (DCO).

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

The community consultation described is carried out under section 47 of the
Planning Act 2008; the Act sets out requirements for formal pre-application
consultation for those applications that are considered by the Planning Inspectorate
on behalf of the relevant Secretary of State.

Section 47(1) of the Planning Act 2008 states that the applicant must prepare a
statement setting out how it proposes to consult those people, who are living in the
vicinity of all or part of the land to which the proposed application relates, about the
proposed application.

Furthermore, MPL is required to consult Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) and
Bedford Borough Council (BBC) on its proposed Statement of Community
Consultation ("SoCC"). Once MPL has finalised its SoCC, it is required to make the
same available to the public in a way that is reasonably convenient and must also
publish a notice in the local press as to where and when the SoCC can be inspected.
This plan sets out how Millbrook Power Limited intends to meet these s47
consultation requirements. This plan is not itself required pursuant to the Planning
Act 2008, however at Appendix 1 a draft of the SoCC that is required by the Act can
be found.

1.0 PURPOSE

a. This document explains how MPL intends to consult people living and working in
the vicinity of the proposed up to 299 MW gas-fired power station, its integral gas

and electrical connections and other related infrastructure (the “Project”) on land
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located in and adjacent to Rookery South Pit. The land is situated in the Marston
Vale between Milton Keynes and Bedford, approximately 3 km north of Ampthill,
a local market town, and 7 km south west of Bedford in Central Bedfordshire and
Bedford Borough.

b. The Project’s infrastructure that is integral to the power generation plant includes
a new purpose built access road, a gas pipeline connection and a new electrical
connection that will facilitate the export of power to the National Grid for

distribution to homes and businesses.

c. MPL has been established by Watt Power Limited to develop the Project at
Rookery South Pit. Watt Power is seeking to develop flexible gas fired power
generation assets at three further sites in the UK to support the UK Government's
drive towards a low carbon economy: one at Eye Airfield in Suffolk, one near

Aberdare in south Wales and the third near Felindre, also in south Wales.

d. Stag Energy provides the resources to MPL through a management services
agreement with Watt Power. Stag Energy was founded in 2002 and the company
draws on a depth of experience with a team that has created and delivered over
10,000 MW of power generation and related infrastructure projects across the
globe, of which, 2,500 MW has been delivered in the UK.

e. The details of the consultation methodology set out in this document aim to
explain how MPL will satisfy the community consultation requirements for an
application for a DCO under the Planning Act 2008 which, if granted, would
enable the Project to be constructed and operated. MPL intends to submit an
application for a DCO which will be examined by the Planning Inspectorate on
behalf of the Secretary of State for Energy & Climate Change (SoS). It should be
noted that the application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement as
the development is considered to be an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Development. A Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) will be
produced which will describe the preliminary assessment as to the likely

significant environmental effects of the proposed Power Generation Plant and its
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associated infrastructure. The PEIR is expected to be published and made

available for public scrutiny and consultation in the autumn of this year.

MPL requests that CBC and BBC, as the planning authorities, review the
accompanying draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) to this
document, and respond with comments within 28 days so that MPL can have
regard to the comments before MPL commences its Section 47 consultation
activities. Once any comments have been received and considered, MPL will
publish notice of the SoCC, a draft of which can also be found in Appendix 1, in
the local press and make the SoCC available for inspection. Copies of the SoCC
will be placed in local libraries and on the Millbrook Power website

(www.millbrookpower.co.uk).

As part of the DCO application, MPL is required to produce a Consultation Report
explaining how the three strands of consultation required under the Planning Act
2008 (s42', s47 and s48%) have been complied with. MPL intends that its
Consultation Report will include an explanation of how the relevant local
authorities were consulted about the content of the draft SoCC and what the local
authorities’ comments were. The Consultation Report will demonstrate that the
local authorities were given sufficient time to provide comments, explain how
MPL had regard to those comments and provide evidence that the SoCC was

made available and notified in the correct manner.

The Consultation Report will also explain what activities were undertaken to
enable consultation with the local community, how those consulted responded
and how MPL had regard to representations received in the development of the

Project and the DCO application, prior to its submission to the SoS.

This document does not set out how MPL intends to undertake the other strands
of statutory consultation required by Sections 42 and 48 of the Planning Act
2008.

! Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 requires consultation with certain local authorities, listed statutory consultees and those
with an interest in the land on which the proposed Project will be built and operated or who may be particularly affected by it
* Section 48 sets out publicity requirements on a national basis
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2.0 THE PROPOSED SITE

a. The site for the proposed Power Generation Plant (which comprises part of the
Project) is located on land located within Rookery South Pit, a former clay pit and
designated as Rookery Clay Pits County Wildlife Site (CWS). The site is adjacent
to the proposed Covanta Energy from Waste project, which has been consented

but has not yet been constructed.

a. The site is located mostly within the local authority administrative area of Central
Bedfordshire Council and in part within the administrative area of Bedford
Borough Council. The proposed routes of the electrical and gas connections as
well as the generating equipment site would be located in farmland to the south
and/or east of Rookery South Pit within Central Bedfordshire, whilst part of the
proposed access route, subject to consultation, environmental and technical

studies, resides within the administrative area of Bedford Borough Council.

3.0 THE PROJECT

The Project would comprise:

e A new Power Generation Plant in the form of a Simple Cycle Gas Turbine
(SCGT) gas fired peaking power generating station fuelled by natural gas and
with a rated electrical output of between 50 and 299 Megawatts (MW)
comprising:

0 The Generating Equipment including the Gas Turbine Generators and
balance of plant, which are located within the Generating Equipment
Site;

0 A new purpose built Access Road from Green Lane to the Generating
Equipment Site; and

o During construction a temporary construction compound (the Laydown
Area).
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e A new Gas Connection to bring natural gas to the Generating Equipment from
the National Transmission System (NTS) which is located within the Gas
Connection Opportunity Area; and
¢ A new Electrical Connection to export power from the Generating Equipment
to the National Grid Electricity Transmission System (NETS) for distribution to
homes and businesses which is located within the Electrical Connection

Opportunity Area.

The Generating Equipment, Access Road and Laydown Area are together known as

the Power Generation Plant, and are located within the Power Generation Plant Site.

The Power Generation Plant, Gas Connection, and Electrical Connection, are all
integral to the generation of electricity and together are referred to as the ‘Project’.
The land upon which the Project would be developed, or which would be required in

order to facilitate the development of the Project, is referred to as the ‘Project Site’.

4.0 CONSULTATION BACKGROUND

a. MPL is committed to open and responsive consultation with local communities
and interested parties. The programme recommended within this document sets

out a framework for a formal and inclusive consultation process.

b. The draft SoCC appended to this document is designed to meet the legal
requirements set out in section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 and follows a range
of advice and guidance set out by the Planning Inspectorate and the Department
for Communities & Local Government. The consultation process is designed to
enable informed, detailed and two-way communication. Through this process,
relevant matters identified during consultation will be taken into account during
the development of the proposal and before submission of the application for a
DCO.

c. Since May 2014, MPL has proactively communicated its intentions with elected
representatives and directly within the local community, in order to introduce and

discuss aspects of the Project. These non-statutory information activities and

July 2014 5



(I) Millbrook

Power
other forthcoming initiatives will also be captured in the Consultation Report. On
the 5™, 6™ and 7™ of June a series of non-statutory public exhibitions were held in
the villages of Lidlington, Marston Moreteyne and Stewartby. The choice of
location for these and future events was decided upon after initial consultation
with members of CBC and BBC.

4.1 CONSULTATION AREAS

a. MPL proposes to carry out its consultation in two areas: a core consultation zone
(CC2) that equates to an approximate 5 km radius from the site of the Power
Generation Plant (see map overleaf), and an outer consultation zone (OCZ) that
equates to a radius of 10 km. The CCZ is defined by parish council boundaries
closest to the 5 km radius. These consultation zones were chosen following
feedback from various elected representatives with whom MPL has been liaising
and would be in accordance with those used by Covanta for the Rookery South
Energy from Waste Generating Station, even though the impact of the Project is

expected to be considerably less than that of the Covanta scheme.

b. The CCZ has been designed to include the main population areas in the vicinity
of the Power Generation Plant Site that have the potential to be impacted by the
Project’s construction and operation and expected to have the greatest interest in
the Project. These include the villages of Stewartby, Marston Moreteyne and
Millbrook, as well as other settlements within the CCZ. Whilst a 5 km buffer has
been used as a guide, where settlements fall only partially within this area

discretion has been exercised.
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c. Whilst the site is located directly within the CBC ward of Cranfield and Marston

Moreteyne the following neighbouring wards also fall within the proposed CCZ:

0 Houghton Conquest and Haynes
o Ampthill
d) The proposed CCZ also includes wards within the neighbouring local authority -

BBC. The following BBC wards fall within the CCZ:
o Elstow and Stewartby
o Wootton
e) The CCZ would include all or parts of the following parish council areas:
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Marston Moreteyne (CBC)
Houghton Conquest (CBC)
Millbrook (CBC)

Ampthill (CBC)

Maulden (CBC)

Lidlington (CBC)
Stewartby (BBC)

Wootton (BBC)

©O 0O 0O 0o o o o o

The CCZ will be MPL’s primary focus of activity when consulting about its plans.

f) Communities in the OCZ will be informed about the Project (via newspaper
advertisements, posters, media coverage and contact with parish councils and
other relevant local organisations in the OCZ) and will have the opportunity to
comment on the plans. The OCZ includes the main population area of Bedford.
MPL does not anticipate that the communities and businesses that lie within the
OCz will be significantly impacted by the Project’'s construction and operation

although MPL recognises that they may be interested in it.

g) Communities outside the OCZzZ will be informed about the Project as the
circulation areas and reach of the media (TV, radio, printed media) that will be
used to communicate details of the Project and the consultation activities are far

greater than the boundaries of the OCZ.

5.0 INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION PERIOD/NON-STATUTORY
CONSULTATION

As an introduction to the Project, MPL undertook an introductory information
programme and non-statutory consultation exercise in May/June 2014. This

included:

July 2014 9



f.

(I) Millbrook

Power

Discussions with officers and councillors at CBC and BBC about our plans and
proposed non-statutory consultation plans, including exhibition venues and

organisations that should be invited.

As every home and business in the CCZ is represented by both a CBC councillor
or a BBC councillor, and a Parish councillor, MPL communicated its plans (and
information regarding the public exhibitions that were held between June 5" — 7"
2014) to the CBC and BBC, as well as the local MP Nadine Dorries, and Richard
Fuller MP (whose constituency partially falls within the CCZ). MPL met Nadine
Dorries MP on June 25" to discuss the Project and answer her questions.

As part of the non-statutory consultation, a Project website was launched to
coincide with the Project being introduced to the local community. The website

(www.millbrookpower.co.uk) provides information on the Project and enables

people to ask questions and provide feedback to MPL about the Project.

As part of the non-statutory consultation, a letter of introduction about the Project
was sent to approximately 10,000 households and businesses within a 5 km
radius of the site (i.e an area very closely aligned with the CCZ). The letter
contained details about the Project and an invitation to attend information
exhibitions near the Project site. The letter was sent and distributed by Royal Malil

a week prior to the first exhibition date.

As part of the non-statutory consultation, exhibitions were held at the following

locations to give local people the maximum opportunity to attend:

o Thursday, June 5" - Lidlington Village Hall (4.00pm till 7.30pm)
o Friday, June 6" - Stewartby Village Hall (3.00pm till 7.00pm)
o Saturday, June 7" - Marston Moreteyne Village Hall (10.00am till 1.00pm)

Exhibition locations were chosen because they were considered convenient to
those communities within the CCZ that surrounds the proposed Power

Generation Plant Site These events featured relevant information that was
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known at the time in a variety of formats (display panels, maps, plans, leaflet etc)
about the proposal. Members of the MPL project team were available to discuss
the proposal, answer questions and to receive feedback from members of the
public. Feedback as to whether MPL should do anything differently during the
statutory consultation process was sought during the informal information

period/non-statutory consultation about the Project.

g. MPL used venues that met Disability Discrimination Act 1995 requirements and
upon a reasonable and timely request had provisions in place for those with
special requirements who were unable to attend or access a consultation event

(for example, private transport to the exhibition event).

h. More than 250 people attended the exhibitions, including local councillors. The
local media (print, TV, radio and social media) published news reports about the

exhibitions in advance of them being held as well as afterwards.

i. MPL issued press releases before and after the exhibitions were held, and these
were posted on the MPL website. The press releases were issued to the local
media including parish council newsletters, and news reports were published in

the media as a result of receiving them from MPL.

j- MPL advertised the informal information/non-statutory consultation exhibitions
via a display advertisement in the Bedfordshire on Sunday newspaper, published
on June 1%2014.

k. A leaflet about the Project was produced for people who attended the exhibition,
and additional copies were provided to local councilors and others for wider
dissemination. The leaflet contained details of the Project, the consultation
process, an indicative timeframe for the Project’'s development and the Millbrook
Power website address and contact details. In addition, a Feedback form was

available for people to fill in on the day or to return via Freepost to MPL.
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Posters advertising the non-statutory consultation events were displayed on
parish noticeboards and other community venues within the CCZ, for example

local libraries, local shops and post offices and doctors’ surgeries.

The MPL website carries the latest information about the project (technical,
environmental and communications), contact details and a mechanism to enable
people to ask questions and provide feedback. The website address was
provided to CBC, BBC and parish councils for inclusion on parish websites,

newsletters and other local information material.

MPL will consider the provision, upon request, of written materials about the

Project in different formats (for example, large print or braille).

Comments and queries via telephone (as well as via post, email or fax) were

accepted following the launch of the non-statutory period of consultation.

In summary, the Project has been introduced to the local community which is now
broadly aware of the Project. The proposed statutory consultation process
detailed in section 6.0 will therefore build upon this awareness with a view to
gaining formal feedback from local people and interested stakeholders before the
application for the DCO is submitted in 2015.

6.0 STATUTORY CONSULTATION METHODOLOGY & ACCESSIBILITY

Following the introductory information period/non-statutory consultation described in

section 5.0, the statutory consultation programme will be conducted according to the

following methodology:

MPL will consult with officers at CBC and BBC on the content of the draft SoCC.

MPL will begin engagement with elected members of CBC, BBC, parish councils,
the local MP Nadine Dorries and Richard Fuller MP whose constituency lies

within the CCZ, as it develops its plans.
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c. MPL will use elected members of CBC, BBC and parish councils as
communication channels, via meetings and correspondence, to share information

and seek community feedback during the period of statutory consultation.

d. Exhibitions/consultation events will be held at the following locations:

. Lidlington Village Hall

. Stewartby Village Hall

. Marston Moreteyne Village Hall

. Parkside Community Hall, Ampthill
After consideration of the outcomes of the non-statutory consultation process
these venues are considered the most convenient to those communities within
the CCZ that surround the proposed Power Generation Plant Site. These events
will feature relevant information in a variety of formats (display panels, plans,
leaflet etc) about the proposal and copies of the Preliminary Environmental
Information Report (PEIR) will be made available. Members of the MPL project
team will be available to discuss the proposal, answer questions and to receive

feedback from members of the public.

e. In order to ensure that people have the maximum opportunity to attend the
exhibitions, MPL will arrange for them to be held at the above convenient
locations and at a variety of times. An event will be held on a Saturday for those

unable to visit during the working week.

f. MPL will use venues that meet Disability Discrimination Act 1995 requirements
and upon a reasonable and timely request will make provision for those with
special requirements who are unable to attend or access a consultation event (for

example, private transport to a consultation event).

g. In consultation with CBC and BBC, MPL will share information about the Project
with those “hard to reach groups” living and working within the CCZ. These
groups are likely to be accessed through informal and formal channels - via

council services |(for example, Central Bedfordshire Together, Bedford Borough

July 2014 13



|5 Millbrook
o Power

Partnership, [xxxxxx]) and relevant specialist organisations (for example the Comment [CM1]: CBC and
BBC to revert on Hard to Reach
groups

Marston Moreteyne Action Group, local branches of the Women'’s Institute, and

local business representative groups such as the Bedfordshire Chamber of

Commerce).

h. Posters in colleges, schools, youth clubs and awareness through social media
may be used to reach the younger members of the community, whilst
consideration will be given to presentations at local schools and colleges about

the Project. Local schools and colleges will be notified of the consultation events.

i. MPL will advertise the consultation events via local and regional newspapers
(Bedfordshire on Sunday, Bedford Borough Times & Citizen and the Luton &
Dunstable Express), for two weeks prior to the first event taking place. In
addition MPL will announce via the issue of one or more press releases to parish,
local and regional news publications, the local radio and TV stations (and via
online media) that the events are taking place. The newspaper advertisements
(and media coverage), will reach the CCZ, the OCZ and further afield. The
content will give information on MPL’s proposals and details of the consultation

events, including contact information.

j- A leaflet or letter about the Project and the consultation programme will be
distributed to households, businesses and institutions in the CCZ some two
weeks in advance of the first consultation event, informing them of the
consultation events taking place. The leaflet will include details of the Project, the
location and dates of the consultation events, the MPL website address, and a

comments/questions card that can be returned Freepost.

k. Posters advertising the consultation events will be displayed on parish
noticeboards and other community venues within the CCZ and the OCZz, for
example local libraries, local shops and post offices, local schools and colleges

and doctors’ surgeries.
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exhibition/consultation event via email.\ Comment [CM2]: CBC and
BBC to revert if an umbrella
group for parish councils of the
OCZ exists

m. The MPL team will proactively and reactively meet with individuals and interested

groups in the local area as part of the formal consultation period to answer

questions and provide updates about the Project.

n. The MPL website will carry the latest information about the Project (technical,
environmental and communications), contact details and a mechanism to enable
people to ask questions and provide feedback. The website address has
previously been provided to CBC, BBC and parish councils for inclusion on parish

websites, newsletters and in other local information material.

0. Comments and queries via telephone (as well as via post, email or fax) will be
considered and addressed where possible, as well as comments noted. The
statutory consultation will last for a period of 35 days . Relevant responses will be
collated, had regard to and referred to in the Consultation Report that will

accompany the DCO application.

p. MPL may choose to undertake additional consultation and information activities.
In addition, MPL will consider the provision, upon request, of written materials

about the Project in different formats (for example, large print or braille).

g. Statutory and non-statutory consultation activities and efforts will be detailed in
the Consultation Report which will accompany the DCO application. This will
detail the consultation activities, the feedback received and MPL'’s response to

the issues that are raised during the process.

ENDS
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APPENDIX

DRAFT: ]Statement \of Community Consultation

[to be placed in local libraries, council offices and on the Millbrook Power website.
Local press will publish an abbreviated version of the SoCC, subject to the
agreement of CBC and BBC; this is referred to as the SoCC Notice and a draft of the
SoCC notice is included here.]

This Statement of Community Consultation ("SoCC") is published in connection with
a proposed up to 299MW gas-fired power station, its integral gas and electrical
connections and other related infrastructure at Rookery South Pit in Central

Bedfordshire (the "Project").

The capacity of the Project will be in excess of 50 MW of electricity. As such, it is
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act
2008. The Project therefore requires a Development Consent Order ("DCQ") in order
for it to be built. Any DCO would be made by the Secretary of State for Energy &

Climate Change.

This SoCC is part of a consultation process, required by the Planning Act 2008. This
SoCC explains how Millbrook Power Limited (the promoter of the Project) proposes
to consult people living in the vicinity of the Project, businesses and other
organisations about the Project, in advance of submitting an application for a DCO
for the Project in 2015.
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MPL has consulted Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedfordshire Borough Council,
as the local planning authorities, about the content of this Statement of Community

Consultation and has had regard to their responses.

Millbrook Power Limited (MPL) is a company established by Watt Power Limited.
Watt Power Limited is seeking to develop gas fired power stations at Rookery South
Pit and elsewhere in the UK to support the UK Government's drive to a low carbon

economy.

A consultation/communication plan has previously been developed and is available

from MPL or via its website www.millbrookpower.co.uk.

This SoCC explains:

e some details about the Project ;

e how MPL is publishing preliminary environmental information about the Project;

e how MPL is going to consult local people and communities about the Project and
what activities will be undertaken to give them access to information about the
proposal and help them to understand what particular aspects of the proposal
may mean to them, enabling them to provide informed feedback;

e how people can become involved in shaping the Project before a DCO
application is submitted by putting forward their views to influence the Project,
particularly regarding specific options under consideration; and

e how people can provide feedback to MPL from consultation activities and ensure

that they are informed about the Project.

The Project

The key details of the proposed Project are:
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the construction of a Power Generation Plant with a rated electrical output of
between 50 and 299 MW of electricity. The plant will have up to 5 stacks each up

to ﬂ60 m] in height. It will include a new purpose built access road from Green

Lane to the site of the generating element of the Project;

the site for the Power Generation Plant covers an area of approximately 8 ha;

the Power Generation Plant will produce electricity from natural gas. As such, fuel
for the Power Generation Plant will be provided by an underground pipeline
connection and will not be delivered by road to the site;

it will include the construction of a new underground or overhead electrical
connection (up to 500 m in length) to the National Grid and the construction of a
new underground pipeline (up to 1300 m in length) to bring natural gas to the
Power Generating Plant from the National Transmission System;

it will create approximately 150 jobs during a construction period lasting two
years and create up to 15 permanent jobs once commercial operations have
begun;

it responds to the UK Government's need for new gas generation in order to
underpin the country’s energy security and its transition to a low-carbon
economy;

the station would emit about 50% less carbon dioxide (CO,) than an equivalent
sized coal-fired power plant, and is designed to operate flexibly so that it can
respond quickly and efficiently to short-term variation in customer demand and
intermittent output from wind power generation; and

it is acknowledged that during construction and operation there is potential for
negative impacts on some local communities and the environment, for example
noise from the operation of the Power Generation Plant, the visual impact of the
stacks and impacts on the local and regional transport network as a result of
construction traffic. An Environmental Impact Assessment ("EIA") is being
undertaken to understand and seek to reduce these and other potential effects of
the Project’'s construction and operation. An Environmental Statement will be
submitted as part of the application for a DCO for the Project. More information
on this process is provided below. The EIA process is also considering the

potential positive effects of the operation of the Project.
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The Planning Process

DCO applications for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects are submitted to
the Planning Inspectorate which will process and examine the application before
making a recommendation on that application to the relevant Secretary of State. The
final decision on the application is made by the Secretary of State and if it is

successful, a DCO will be made.

The Government's policies in relation to Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
are set out in National Policy Statements (NPSs). The proposed Project has been
developed with regard to the relevant Energy NPSs, in particular EN-1 (Energy), EN-
2 (Fossil Fuel Electricity Generating Infrastructure), EN-4 (Gas Networks
Infrastructure) and EN-5 (Electricity Networks Infrastructure). EN-1 states that "gas
will continue to play an important role in the electricity sector- providing vital flexibility

to support an increasing amount of low-carbon generation and to maintain security of

supply.”

When determining a DCO application, the Secretary of State must have regard to the
relevant NPSs and must make a decision in accordance with these unless other
considerations apply, including where she/he is satisfied that the adverse impact of a

proposed development would outweigh its benefits.

When considering whether to accept an application for examination, the Planning
Inspectorate must be satisfied that the applicant has undertaken effective pre-
application consultation. Pre-application consultation is essential in allowing MPL to
understand and minimise the impacts of the Project and to allow a thorough
examination by the Planning Inspectorate. MPL is required to submit a Consultation
Report with its application for a DCO. This report will include details of the local
community feedback received, explain how MPL has had regard to relevant
feedback and will detail how MPL has complied with the consultation requirements of
the Planning Act 2008.

The community consultation described in this statement is carried out under Section

47 of the Planning Act 2008. It is in addition to consultation that will be carried out
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with specific statutory consultees (such as nature conservation bodies) and those
with relevant interests in land (including owners and occupiers within the Project
boundary) under Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008. It is also in addition to wider

notification of the Project under Section 48 of the Planning Act 2008.

Information on the planning process for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
and the NPSs can be found at:

http://infrastructure.planningportal.qgov.uk/

www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/meeting _energy/consents planning/nps _en_infra/

nps_en_infra.aspx

Environmental Information & Impacts

The Project will be designed and developed to meet or exceed current quality, safety
and environmental standards and efforts will be made to minimise its impact on the
local environment, both during its construction and its operation. The extent and
scale of the development and MPL’s proposals to mitigate its impacts will be
consulted upon locally and will be amongst the issues considered by the Planning

Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of State.

Because of the nature and size of the Project, MPL is undertaking an EIA pursuant
to the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009.
Therefore, the Project is classed as an EIA development. The EIA considers the
likely significant environmental effects of the Project including those on air and water
quality, noise, visual and cumulative impact, traffic, local ecology, archaeology and

heritage and socio-economics.

MPL has consulted with various statutory bodies concerning the scope of the EIA,
including local authorities, the Environment Agency, the Highways Agency, Natural
England and utility providers. A request for a Scoping Opinion was submitted to the

Planning Inspectorate on June 20™ 2014, accompanied by a Scoping Report. The
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Scoping Report outlines which environmental topics will be covered by the EIA and
how the assessments will be undertaken. The Planning Inspectorate issued its

formal Scoping Opinion on July 28" 2014.

These documents are available on the Millbrook Power website

(www.millbrookpower.co.uk) and via the dedicated section on the Planning

Inspectorate’s website:

http://infrastructure.planningportal.qgov.uk/projects/eastern/millbrook-power/

As part of the pre-application consultation materials on the proposed Project, MPL
will publish a Preliminary Environmental Information Report ("PEIR") and a non-
technical summary ("NTS") of the same. The PEIR presents the information
gathered to date and provides the results of MPL's preliminary assessments as to
the likely significant environmental effects of the Project. It does not set out the final
findings but will include information on provisional mitigation measures. During
consultation, MPL will make available details on landscaping proposals and other
measures to mitigate the Project’s impact. MPL will provide copies of the PEIR and
the NTS to Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council as the local
planning authorities. Both documents will also be made available at: the main office
of Central Bedfordshire Council in Chicksands, Shefford; at the main office of
Bedford Borough Council in Bedford; local libraries; at public exhibitions and on the
MPL website.

When the EIA process is complete and MPL submits its application for a DCO, it will
be accompanied by an Environmental Statement. This will report on the likely
significant environmental effects of the Project identified in the EIA and will explain

the mitigation measures to avoid or reduce these.

Public Consultation

The views of the local community about the Project are important. In June 2014,
MPL carried out a non-statutory consultation process sharing its initial plans with the
public at three exhibitions held in Lidlington, Stewartby and Marston Moreteyne. At

the exhibitions and since, MPL has received and responded to comments on the
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proposed Project and its impact on the environment, local communities and the local

economy.

a. What are we now consulting on and when?

In the statutory phase of consultation commencing on xxxx 2014, MPL will seek
views on the overall scope and impact of the Project, including the electrical
connection and the gas connection and their respective route corridors, and the
Project’s visual impact. Only after responses have been considered will designs be

finalised and the application for a DCO be submitted.

Responses will be invited on:

* The layout of the Power Generation Plant within the Project Site;

* Route option(s) for accessing the gas and electricity connection infrastructure

during construction and maintenance;
® Route options for the gas connection;

®* Findings of the preliminary assessment for construction and operational

phases of the project, as set out in the PEIR.

The consultation explained in this Statement will run for 35 days ending on Xxxx
2014. Comments about the project must be received by MPL by this date.

b. Who will we consult with?

The Planning Act 2008 states that those ‘living in the vicinity of the land’ should be
consulted. We have discussed the scope of our consultation with Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council as the local planning authorities,
and have identified and agreed the Consultation Zones that form the basis of our

community consultation.
MPL will carry out its community consultation activities in two areas: a Core
Consultation Zone (CCZ) that equates to a 5 km radius from the Power Generation

Plant Site and an Outer Consultation Zone (OCZ) that equates to a radius of 10 km.
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These consultation zones were chosen following feedback from local elected
representatives and are in accordance with those used by Covanta for the Rookery
South Energy from Waste Generating Station, even though the impact of the Project

is expected to be considerably less than the Energy from Waste scheme.

The CCZ has been designed to include the main population areas in the vicinity of
the Power Generation Plant Site that have the potential to be impacted by the
Project and expected to have the greatest interest in the Project The zone includes
all or parts of the following parish council areas: Marston Moreteyne, Millbrook,
Houghton Conquest, Ampthill, Maulden, Lidlington, Stewartby, Wootton. An
information leaflet will be sent to households, businesses and institutions in the CCZ

and the CCZ will be the focus of public exhibitions.
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Proposed CCZ — approx. 5 km radius from the Power Generation Plant
Site
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Proposed OCZ — 10 km radius from the Power Generation Plant Site

Communities within the OCZ will be informed about the Project (via newspaper
advertisements, posters, media coverage and contact with parish councils and other
relevant local organisations in the OCZ ) and given the opportunity to comment on
our plans for the Project. The outer zone includes the main population area of

Bedford.

MPL does not anticipate that the communities and businesses that lie within the OCZ
will be significantly impacted by the Project’'s construction and operation although
MPL recognises that those living and working within the OCZ may be interested in
the Project. Outside the two zones, there may well be others interested in MPL’s
plans. These people will also be reached through local/regional newspaper
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advertising and media coverage (print, broadcast and social media). Feedback that

is received within the consultation period will be considered by MPL as it finalises its

proposals for the Project.

C.

How will we consult?

MPL will seek and receive people’s views through a number of activities:

Public exhibitions will be held at Lidlington, Marston Moreteyne, Stewertby and
Ampthill within the CCZ (see the table below for locations and dates of the public
exhibitions);

An information leaflet will be sent to households, businesses and institutions in
the CCZ, and made available at local council offices, local libraries and other civic
community venues in the area. The leaflet will also be sent to those groups that
are defined as “hard to reach” (for example, the elderly, the young and minority
groups). It will give background on the Project, the consultation process and how
individuals can engage in the consultation. The leaflet will be made available at
libraries and council offices in the OCZ;

Copies of the leaflet, the SoCC, The Preliminary Environmental Information
Report and the Non-Technical Summary as well as other information about the
Project will be available (in addition to the main council offices of Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council) at Marston Vale Forest
Centre, Marston Moretaine, MK43 OPR which is open seven days a week

between 10.00am and 4.00pm, as well as the following libraries:

Bedford Library Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri 09.00 — 18.00
Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG Thurs 09.00 — 13.00
Sat 09.00 — 17.00
Sun Closed
Amptbhill Library, Mon/Wed/Fri 10.00 - 18.00
1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL Tues Closed
Thurs 14.00 — 18.00
Sat 10.00 — 13.00
Sun Closed
Wootton Library Mon/Fri 14.00 - 18.00
Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH Tues Closed
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Wed 10.00 — 1300/
1400 -18.30
Thurs Closed
Sat 10.00 — 13.00
Sun Closed

e The information leaflet and other information about the Project can be made
available in other formats (eg large print or braille) and languages upon
reasonable request;

e A website (www.millbrookpower.co.uk) provides information on the Project as

well as access to documents, and provide visitors with the opportunity to ask
guestions or make comments online;
e An e-mail address to which individuals can write to provide their feedback is

info@millbrookpower.co.uk;

e A Freepost mailbox to which people can send questions or comments is Freepost
RTE-JYYB-ERSR, Millbrook Power Ltd 49 York Place, Edinburgh EH1 3JD;

e MPL will also notify the local community about the Project and the consultation
events via posters on local noticeboards, newspaper advertisements and media
coverage;

e In addition, MPL will contact a broad spectrum of local stakeholders. These will
include elected representatives, local community, special interest groups
(including those “hard to reach groups” such as the young, elderly and the
disabled), and local business groups. MPL will provide them with information on

the Project and undertake briefings where appropriate.

Individuals and organisations wishing to respond should include their name and an
address where correspondence about the response can be sent. Responses may be

made public, subject to data protection laws.
Comments made at any stage of the consultation process will be recorded and

carefully considered by MPL as part of the process of preparing the final proposals

for its application to the Planning Inspectorate.
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KEY DATES
Late August Statement of Community Consultation published
Start of October Consultation period starts
October PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS

Start of November (35 | Consultation period closes
days)

DCO application submitted

Contact details

MPL welcomes queries and comments:

Website: www.millbrookpower.co.uk

Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk

Post: Freepost RTE-JYYB-ERSR, Millorook Power Ltd 49 York Place,
Edinburgh EH1 3JD

Phone: 0131 550 3380
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DRAFT: Abbreviated Statement of Community Consultation Notice
[to be published in local press]

Millbrook Power Ltd (MPL) proposes to construct and operate a gas-fired power generation plant
and connections to the gas and electricity networks in land adjacent to and within Rookery South Pit,
situated in the Marston Vale, approximately 3 km north of Ampthill and 7 km south-west of Bedford.
The project includes a power generation plant, a gas connection and an electrical connection
(including a sub-station) that would connect the power generation plant to the existing nearby
overhead transmission line.

The power generation plant would have rated electrical output of between 50 and 299 MW of
electricity. Subject to public consultation, planning and financing, it could enter commercial
operation in 2019.

The Project is classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act 2008
which means a Development Consent Order (DCO) is required to build, operate and maintain it.

Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA). Therefore the Project is classified as EIA development. The EIA will consider the potential
impacts, both positive and negative, of the Project on topics including air and water quality, noise,
landscape and visual impact, traffic, local ecology, archaeology and heritage, and socio-economics.

The DCO application will be processed and examined by the Planning Inspectorate who will make a
recommendation to the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change. The final decision on the
application is made by the Secretary of State.

Consultation with local people, businesses, and other organisations is an essential part of the DCO
application process and will help to influence the final design of the project. Only after all inputs
have been considered will designs be finalised and the application for a DCO be submitted.

The Government’s policies in relation to Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects are set out in
National Policy Statements (NPSs). NPS EN-1 (Energy) states that "gas will continue to play an
important role in the electricity sector- providing vital flexibility to support an increasing amount of
low-carbon generation and to maintain security of supply." The need for the Project is established
through NPSs and is therefore not a topic of consultation.

MPL has prepared a statement setting out how it proposes to consult people living and working in
the vicinity of the site about the proposed DCO application; this is the Statement of Community
Consultation. It is available for inspection at www.millbrookpower.co.uk , at council offices (TBA
with contact details), at Marston Vale Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine, MK43 OPR and at these
local libraries (opening times vary).
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Bedford Library Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri 09.00 — 18.00
Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG Thurs 09.00-13.00
Sat 09.00 - 17.00
Sun Closed
Ampthill Library, Mon/Wed/Fri  10.00 - 18.00
1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL Tues Closed
Thurs 14.00 - 18.00
Sat 10.00-13.00
Sun Closed
Wootton Library Mon/Fri 14.00 - 18.00
Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH Tues Closed
Wed 10.00 - 1300/
1400-18.30
Thurs Closed
Sat 10.00—-13.00
Sun Closed

Households and businesses within an approximate 5km radius of the power generation plant site will
receive a leaflet about the proposal on or around [DATE TBA].

Exhibitions about the project will be held at these locations:

Dates & times TBC Parkside Hall, Woburn Road, Ampthill, MK45 2HX

Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43 ORT

Marston Moreteyne Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston Moreteyne,
MK43 0LD

Stewartby Village Hall, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43 9LX

From [DATE TBA], information about the proposed Project, including a leaflet about the proposal, a
Preliminary Environmental Information Report and a non-technical summary (which contain a
preliminary assessment of the impacts of the Project) will be made available for inspection at the
same locations and on the MPL website.

The consultation period will be 35 days long ending on xx November 2014, and we would welcome
your views on or before this date. Please include your name and an address. Responses may be
made public, subject to data protection laws.

Website: www.millbrookpower.co.uk Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk
Tel: 0131 550 3380
Freepost: RTE-Y-JYYB-ERST, Millbrook Power Ltd, 49 York Place, Edinburgh EH1 3JD
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Appendix 2.B: Phase 1 Section 47 — Draft
Consultation Plan and Draft Statement of

Community Consultation (SoCC) sent to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council
for statutory consultation

2.B(vii) Response from Central Bedfordshire Council on the draft Consultation
Plan and SoCC (26" August 2014)



Development Management

Priory House, Monks Walk
Chicksands, Shefford
Bedfordshire SG17 5TQ
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Mr Nick Johnson,
Stag Energy
By Email.

Dear Mr Johnson

Contact
Direct Dial
Email
Date

Bedfordshire

Annabel Robinson

0300 300 4158
planning@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
26.08.14

This letter is confirmation that | have reviewed the Draft Statement of Community

Consultation, as sent on 30" July 2014.

| can confirm that | have not got any further comments to make, other then those
discussed at the meeting we had with Chris McKerrow prior to the submission of this
document. There are obviously areas to be tidied up within the statement, and | shall
forward to you separately a couple of additional hard to reach group contacts which
could be useful in the section 6 “statutory consultation methodology and
accessibility”. Other than these slight tweaks to the submitted document it appears to
outline a thorough consultation process to be undertaken prior to the DCO being

submitted next year.

Kind Regards,

Annabel Robinson
Senior Planning Officer
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Appendix 2.B: Phase 1 Section 47 — Draft
Consultation Plan and Draft Statement of

Community Consultation (SoCC) sent to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council
for statutory consultation

2.B(viii) Email from Central Bedfordshire Council regarding contacts for ‘Hard
to Reach groups’ (27" August 2014)



: Annabel Robinson [mailto:Annabel.Robinson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk]
Sent: 27 August 2014 17:29

To: Nick Johnson

Subject: Hard to Reach Groups

Dear Nick,

Further to our meeting, these are the contacts within CBC who you might wish to include in your
consultation, as they represent various hard to reach groups.

Sarah Hughes — Community Engagement Network - sarah.hughes@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
Caroline Tate — Older Peoples Reference Group — caroline.tate@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
Allison Guitan — Youth Parliament — Allison.guitan@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Look forward to hearing from you soon,

Annabel

Annabel Robinson (Gammell)

Senior Planning Officer

Development Management (West Area)
Regeneration and Business Directorate

Central Bedfordshire Council Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands, Shefford, Bedfordshire, SG17
5TQ
Direct Dial: 0300 300 4158 | Internal: 74158 | Email: annabel.robinson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Information security classification* of this email: Protected

*Information security definitions:

Restricted - Sensitive Data only to be sent via secure email e.g. GCSX or message labs
Protected - Contains personal data covered by the Data Protection Agency

Not protected - General Data

This email is confidential and intended exclusively for the use of the intended recipient(s).
Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily
represent those of Central Bedfordshire Council. If you are not the intended recipient(s)
please note that any form of distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or the information in it
is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify the sender and then delete the message and any attachments from your system.

This message has been checked before being sent for all known viruses by our antivirus
software. However please note that no responsibility for viruses or malicious content is taken


mailto:Annabel.Robinson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:sarah.hughes@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:caroline.tate@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:Allison.guitan@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:annabel.robinson@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/

and it is your responsibility to scan this message and any attachments to your satisfaction.
Central Bedfordshire Council reserve the right to monitor e-mails in accordance with the
Telecommunications (Lawful Business Practice) (Interception of Communications)
Regulations 2000.

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. Thank you
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Appendix 2.B: Phase 1 Section 47 — Draft
Consultation Plan and Draft Statement of

Community Consultation (SoCC) sent to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council
for statutory consultation

2.B(ix) Response from Bedford Borough Council on the Draft Consultation
Plan and SoCC (2"? September 2014)



A8 ¥
¢ 10,

BEDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL we

205/,

Borough Charter granted in 1166 Chief Executive: P. J. Simpkins
Millbrook Power Ltd Please ask
49 York Place for:  Michael Robinson
Edinburgh Direct line: 01234 718538
EH1 3JD E-mail: Michael.Robinson@bedford.gov.uk
Fax no:
FAO Mr N Johnson Your ref:

Ourref:  MJIR/14/02177/LPA
Date: 02 September 2014

Dear Mr Johnson,
Millbrook Power Limited Statement of Community Consultation

| write in reply to your letter dated 20" July 2014 concerning the above matter and
your request for Bedford Borough Council’s opinion on the draft Statement of
Community Consultation.

| note that you have taken into account the comments made by my colleague
Michael Robinson in his email to you dated 30" July. This Council has an up to
date Statement of Community Involvement which sets down how and when the
Bedford Borough Community can expect to be engaged when gathering views
about planning applications. | note that the contents of this document have been
taken into account in the preparation of your draft consultation plan.

Your draft plan is comprehensive and demonstrates the intention for a significant
level of public consultation and involvement to at least the level specified in the
Council’'s Statement of Community Involvement.

In your draft, you ask for advice in seeking out ‘hard to reach’ groups. The
Council’'s Equality and Diversity officer is named Joella Hazel and she should be
able to offer advice in this regard. Her email address is
Joella.Hazel@bedford.gov.uk

| can also confirm that to my knowledge there are no other significant public
consultation exercises planned for the October/November timescale within this part
of the Borough.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Robinson
(On behalf of) lain Blackley
Head of Development Management

Stewart Briggs Executive Director for Environment and Sustainable Communities
Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford MK42 9AP DX 117105 Bedford 4

Phone (01234) 267422 Minicom (01234) 221827 Web www.bedford.gov.uk
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Appendix 2.B: Phase 1 Section 47 — Draft
Consultation Plan and Draft Statement of

Community Consultation (SoCC) sent to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council
for statutory consultation

2.B(x) Finalised Consultation Plan and SoCC with minor revisions sent to

Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council (151" September
2014)



Rhiannon Parrett

Subject: FW: Millbrook Power Ltd SoCC publication
Attachments: SoCC FINAL.pdf

From: Nick Johnson

Sent: 15 September 2014 17:04

To: Annabel Robinson; Michael Robinson
Subject: Millbrook Power Ltd SoCC publication

Dear Annabel and Michael,

It is our intension to publish the Statement of Community Consultation for the Millbrook Power Project next week. |
wanted to inform you of a couple of minor changes that have been made since you singed it off last month;

1. The Project Redline Boundary has been revised slightly which is reflected in the maps showing the
consultation zones. The changes reflect a reduction in the size of the gas connection opportunity area as the
gas connection design has been refined, an extension of the redline around the junction onto Green Lane
following consultation with your highways officials and the Highways Authority (this will allow us to build a
safe junction) and a small extension into Millbrook Vehicle Proving Ground to allow for temporary works for
construction of the electrical connection;

2. Exhibition venues, dates and times have been finalised with minor changes to timing; and

3. Specific consultation questions have been finalised

| attach here our finalised SoCC — if you have any questions don’t hesitate to get in touch,
Best regards,

Nick

Nick Johnson

Stag Energy

0131 550 3380
07712805912
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with Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford
Borough Council

2.C(i) Cover letter sent to Central Bedfordshire Council (6" April 2017)
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For the attention of: Annabel Robinson

Central Bedfordshire Council
Priory House

Monks Walk

Shefford

Bedfordshire

SG17 5TQ

06 April 2017
Dear Sirs,
Millbrook Power Limited Statement of Community Consultation

Please find enclosed a draft consultation plan together with a draft Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC) and Abbreviated SoCC Notice in respect of Millbrook Power Limited’s
proposals to construct and operate a gas fired power station and associated gas and
electrical connections (the Project) at Rookery South Pit in Bedfordshire. These describe how
Millbrook Power Limited intends to consult people living in the vicinity about a proposed
application for a development consent order under the Planning Act 2008 for the Project.

As you will be aware, the Project was initially taken through the first stages of the DCO
planning application process in 2014. However, in March 2015, the project was put on hold
due to market and political uncertainty. Under new ownership the Project is now once again
being taken forward.

Pursuant to section 47(2) of the Planning Act 2008, Millbrook Power Limited must consult
the Councils about what is to be in the SoCC and so MillbrookPower Limited requests that
the Councils provide comments on the draft SoCC and consultation plan.

The deadline for the receipt by Millbrook Power Limited of each Council’s response is the
end of the period of 28 days that begins with the day after the day on which the Council
receives the enclosed documents. Following this consultation period, Millbrook Power
Limited will have regard to any comments received from the Councils in preparing the final
SoCC. The SoCC will then be published in accordance with section 47(6) of the Planning Act
2008 and Millbrook Power Limited will subsequently carry out consultation in accordance
with the proposals set out in the SoCC.

Yours Faithfully,

Nick Johnson
Project Manager, Millbrook Power Limited

49 York Place Edinburgh, EH1 3JD
Company registration No. 8920458
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Consultation Plan and draft SoCC for consultation

with Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford
Borough Council

2.C(ii) Cover letter sent to Bedford Borough Council (6™ April 2017)
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For the attention of: Alastair Wren

Bedford Borough Council
Room 412

Borough Hall

Cauldwell Street

Bedford

MK42 9AP

6™ April 2017
Dear Sirs,
Millbrook Power Limited Statement of Community Consultation

Please find enclosed a draft consultation plan together with a draft Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC) and Abbreviated SoCC Notice in respect of Millbrook Power Limited’s
proposals to construct and operate a gas fired power station and associated gas and
electrical connections (the Project) at Rookery South Pit in Bedfordshire. These describe how
Millbrook Power Limited intends to consult people living in the vicinity about a proposed
application for a development consent order under the Planning Act 2008 for the Project.

As you will be aware, the Project was initially taken through the first stages of the DCO
planning application process in 2014. However, in March 2015, the project was put on hold
due to market and political uncertainty. Under new ownership the Project is now once again
being taken forward.

Pursuant to section 47(2) of the Planning Act 2008, Millbrook Power Limited must consult
the Councils about what is to be in the SoCC and so MillbrookPower Limited requests that
the Councils provide comments on the draft SoCC and consultation plan.

The deadline for the receipt by Millbrook Power Limited of each Council’s response is the
end of the period of 28 days that begins with the day after the day on which the Council
receives the enclosed documents. Following this consultation period, Millbrook Power
Limited will have regard to any comments received from the Councils in preparing the final
SoCC. The SoCC will then be published in accordance with section 47(6) of the Planning Act
2008 and Millbrook Power Limited will subsequently carry out consultation in accordance
with the proposals set out in the SoCC.

Yours Faithfull

Nick Johnson
Project Manager, Millbrook Power Limited

49 York Place Edinburgh, EH1 3JD
Company registration No. 8920458
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Appendix 2.C: Phase 2 Section 47 - Draft
Consultation Plan and draft SoCC for consultation

with Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford
Borough Council

2.C(iii) Draft Consultation Plan, draft SoCC and draft SoCC Notice sent to
Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council (6" April 2017)
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This Statement of Community Consultation ("SoCC") is published in connection with
a proposed up to 299 MW gas-fired power station, its associated gas and electrical
connections and other related infrastructure at Rookery South Pit situated in the
Marston Vale, approximately 3 km north of Ampthill and 7 km south-west of Bedford
in Central Bedfordshire (the "Project").

The capacity of the gas-fired power station will be in excess of 50 MW. As such, it is
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project ("NSIP") under the Planning
Act 2008. The Project therefore requires a Development Consent Order ("DCQO") in
order for it to be built. Any DCO would be made by the Secretary of State for Business,
Energy & Industrial Strategy.

The Project was initially taken through the first stages of the DCO planning application
process in 2014. However in March 2015, the project was put on hold due to market
and political uncertainty. Under new ownership (see below) the Project is now once

again being taken forward.

This SoCC is part of a consultation process, required by the Planning Act 2008. This
SoCC explains how Millbrook Power Limited ("MPL”), the promoter of the Project,
proposes to consult people living in the vicinity of the Project, businesses and other
organisations about the Project, in advance of submitting an application for a DCO for
the Project before the end of 2017.

MPL carried out both statutory and non-statutory consultation as part of its work in
2014. As part of the 2014 statutory consultation, a SoCC was published after having
been consulted on with the local planning authorities and this SoCC is closely
modelled on the 2014 SoCC. MPL have had regard to the responses received as part
of the 2014 non-statutory and statutory consultation and these have influenced the
further iteration of the Project design that is now being consulted on in 2017.

MPL has consulted Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedfordshire Borough Council,
as the local planning authorities, about the content of this Statement of Community
Consultation and has had regard to their responses.
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As noted above, a consultation/communication plan was published in 2014 and this

plan has been updated and revised. Both documents are available from MPL or via

its website www.millbrookpower.co.uk.

MPL is a company owned by Drax Group plc ("Drax") (acquired in December 2016).

Drax is seeking to develop gas fired power stations at Rookery South Pit and

elsewhere in the UK to support the UK Government’s drive to a low carbon economy

and its gas generation strategy.

This SoCC explains:

key details about the Project;

how MPL is publishing preliminary environmental information about the Project;
how MPL is going to consult local people and communities about the Project and
what activities will be undertaken to give them access to information about the
proposal and help them to understand what particular aspects of the proposal may
mean to them, enabling them to provide informed feedback;

how people can become involved in shaping the Project before a DCO application
is submitted by putting forward their views to influence the Project; and

how people can provide feedback to MPL from consultation activities and ensure
that they are informed about the Project.

The Project

The key details of the proposed Project are:

the construction of a Power Generation Plant with a rated electrical output of
between 50 and 299 MW of electricity. The plant will have one stack, of up to 35 m
in height. It will include a new purpose built access road which will either be from
Green Lane to the site of the generating element of the Project or will connect from
the site of the generating element of the Project to an access road constructed for
the Rookery South project from Green Lane to the Rookery South Pit;

the site for the Generating Equipment covers an area of approximately 4 ha;
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e the Power Generation Plant will produce electricity from natural gas. As such, fuel
for the Power Generation Plant will be provided by an underground pipeline
connection and will not be delivered by road to the site;

o it will include the construction of a new electrical connection (including up to 500
m of underground cable) to the National Grid Electricity Transmission System and
the construction of a new underground pipeline (up to 1.8 km in length) to bring
natural gas to the Power Generating Plant from the National Transmission System;

e it will create approximately 150 jobs during a construction period lasting two years
and create up to 15 permanent jobs once commercial operations have begun;

e it responds to the UK Government's need for new gas generation in order to
underpin the country’s energy security and its transition to a low-carbon economy;
and

¢ the station would emit about 50% less carbon dioxide (CO2) than an equivalent
sized coal-fired power plant, and is designed to operate flexibly so that it can
respond quickly and efficiently to short-term variation in customer demand and
intermittent output from wind power generation.

Itis acknowledged that during construction and operation there is potential for negative
impacts on some local communities and the environment, for example noise from the
operation of the Power Generation Plant, the visual impact of the stack and impacts
on the local and regional transport network as a result of construction traffic. An
Environmental Impact Assessment ("EIA") is being undertaken; the EIA helps to
understand and seeks to reduce the potential effects of the Project’s construction and
operation. An Environmental Statement will be submitted as part of the application for
a DCO for the Project. More information on this process is provided below. The EIA
process is also considering the potential positive effects of the operation of the Project.

The Planning Process

DCO applications for NSIPs are submitted to the Planning Inspectorate which will
process and examine the application before making a recommendation on that
application to the relevant Secretary of State. The final decision on the application is

made by the Secretary of State and if it is successful, a DCO will be made.
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The Government's policies in relation to NSIPs are set out in National Policy
Statements (NPSs). The proposed Project has been developed with regard to the
relevant Energy NPSs, in particular EN-1 (Energy), EN-2 (Fossil Fuel Electricity
Generating Infrastructure), EN-4 (Gas Networks Infrastructure) and EN-5 (Electricity
Networks Infrastructure). EN-1 states that "gas will continue to play an important role
in the electricity sector- providing vital flexibility to support an increasing amount of
low-carbon generation and to maintain security of supply.”

When determining a DCO application, the Secretary of State must have regard to the
relevant NPSs and must make a decision in accordance with these unless other
considerations apply, including where she/he is satisfied that the adverse impact of a

proposed development would outweigh its benefits.

When considering whether to accept an application for examination, the Planning
Inspectorate must be satisfied that the applicant has undertaken effective pre-
application consultation. Pre-application consultation is essential in allowing MPL to
understand and minimise the impacts of the Project and to allow a thorough
examination by the Planning Inspectorate. MPL is required to submit a Consultation
Report with its application for a DCO. This report will include details of the local
community feedback received (both in 2014 and in 2017), explain how MPL has had
regard to relevant feedback and will detail how MPL has complied with the consultation

requirements of the Planning Act 2008.

The community consultation described in this statement is carried out under Section
47 of the Planning Act 2008. It is in addition to consultation that will be carried out with
specific statutory consultees (such as nature conservation bodies) and those with
relevant interests in land (including owners and occupiers within the Project boundary)
under Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008. It is also in addition to wider natification of
the Project under Section 48 of the Planning Act 2008.

Information on the planning process for NSIPs and the NPSs can be found at:
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/consents-and-planning-applications-for-national-

energy-infrastructure-projects

Environmental Information & Impacts|

The Project will be designed and developed to meet or exceed current quality, safety
and environmental standards and efforts will be made to minimise its impact on the
local environment, both during its construction and its operation. The extent and scale
of the development and MPL’s proposals to mitigate its impacts will be consulted upon
locally and will be amongst the issues considered by the Planning Inspectorate on

behalf of the Secretary of State.

Because of the nature and size of the Project, MPL is undertaking an EIA pursuant to
the [Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009].
Therefore, the Project is classed as an EIA development. The EIA considers the likely
significant environmental effects of the Project including those on air and water quality,
noise, visual and landscape,, traffic, local ecology, archaeology and heritage, socio-
economics and cumulative impacts of the Project considerd together with other

development.

MPL has consulted with various statutory bodies concerning the scope of the EIA,
including local authorities, the Environment Agency, Highways England, Natural
England and utility providers. A request for a Scoping Opinion was submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate on June 20" 2014, accompanied by a Scoping Report. The
Scoping Report outlined which environmental topics would be covered by the EIA and
how the assessments would be undertaken. The Planning Inspectorate issued its

formal Scoping Opinion on July 28t 2014.

These documents are available on the Millbrook Power website

(www.millbrookpower.co.uk) and via the dedicated section on the Planning

Inspectorate’s website:

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/eastern/millbrook-power/
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As part of the pre-application consultation materials on the proposed Project, MPL will
publish a Preliminary Environmental Information Report ("PEIR") and a non-technical
summary ("NTS") of the same. The PEIR presents the information gathered to date
and provides the results of MPL’s preliminary assessments as to the likely significant
environmental effects of the Project. It does not set out the final findings but will
include information on provisional mitigation measures. During consultation, MPL will
make available details on landscaping proposals and other measures to mitigate the
Project's impact. MPL will provide copies of the PEIR and the NTS to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council as the local planning authorities.
Both documents will also be made available at: the main office of Central Bedfordshire
Council in Chicksands, Shefford; at Bedford Borough Council’s Customer Service
Centre in Bedford; at the Marston Vale Forest Centre; local libraries; at public

exhibitions and on the MPL website.

When the EIA process is complete and MPL submits its application for a DCO, it will
be accompanied by an Environmental Statement. This will report on the likely
significant environmental effects of the Project identified in the EIA and will explain the

mitigation measures to avoid or reduce these.

Public Consultation

The views of the local community about the Project are important. In June 2014, MPL
carried out a non-statutory consultation process sharing its initial plans with the public
at three exhibitions held in the local area. In October/November 2014, a 35 day period
of statutory public consultation was carried out, with four public exhibitions held in the
local area — at Marston Moretaine, Stewartby, Lidlington and Ampthill. During 2014,
MPL received and responded to comments on the proposed Project and its impact on
the environment, local communities and the local economy.

a. What are we now consulting on and when?

In March 2015, MPL chose to put on hold its plans for the Project and notified
interested parties by letter and information posted on the Project website that this was
the case. Under the ownership of Drax, MPL now wishes to resume the DCO

application process for the Project. Accordingly, and given MPL’s open and engaged
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approach to consultation in 2014, MPL wishes to commence a second phase of
statutory consultation commencing on 29t May 2017 (and finishing on 2nd July 2017),
seeking views on the overall scope and impact of the Project, including the integral
electrical connection and gas connection. Only after MPL has had regard to the
consultation responses received will the application for a DCO for the Project be

finalised and submitted.

Responses will, in particular, be invited on:

* The Project, as currently proposed, including changes since the 2014

consultation;
* The layout of the Power Generation Plant within the Project Site;

* Proposed amendments to The Rookery South (Resource Recovery Facility)
Order 201; and

* The findings of the preliminary assessment on the likely significant
environmental effects of the Project during construction and operation, as set
out in the PEIR.

The consultation explained in this Statement will run for 35 days ending on 2" July

2017. Comments about the project must be received by MPL by this date.

b. Who will we consult with?

The Planning Act 2008 states that those iving in the vicinity of the land’ should be
consulted. We have discussed the scope of our consultation with Central Bedfordshire
Council and Bedford Borough Council as the local planning authorities, and have
identified and agreed the Consultation Zones that form the basis of our community

consultation.

MPL will carry out its community consultation activities in two areas: a Core
Consultation Zone (CCZ) that equates to a 5 km radius from the Power Generation
Plant Site (Figure 1) and an Outer Consultation Zone (OCZ) that equates to a radius
of 10 km (Figure 2). These consultation zones were chosen following feedback from
local elected representatives and are the same as those used by MPL during 2014.
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The CCZ has been designed to include the main population areas in the vicinity of the
Power Generation Plant Site that have the potential to be impacted by the Project and
expected to have the greatest interest in the Project The zone includes all or parts of
the following parish council areas: Marston Moreteyne, Millbrook, Houghton Conquest,
Ampthill, Maulden, Lidlington, Stewartby and Wootton. An information leaflet will be
sent to households, businesses and institutions in the CCZ and the CCZ will be the

focus of public exhibitions (see below).
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Figure 1 - Proposed CCZ — approx. 5 km radius from the Power Generation
Plant Site
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Figure 2 - Proposed OCZ - 10 km radius from the Power Generation Plant Site

Communities within the OCZ will be informed about the Project (via newspaper
advertisements, posters, media coverage and contact with parish councils and other
relevant local organisations in the OCZ) and given the opportunity to comment on our
plans for the Project. The outer zone includes the main population area of Bedford.

MPL does not anticipate that the communities and businesses that lie within the OCZ
will be significantly impacted by the Project’s construction and operation although MPL
recognises that those living and working within the OCZ may be interested in the
Project. Outside the two zones, there may well be others interested in MPL'’s plans.
These people will also be reached through local/regional newspaper advertising and

media coverage (print, broadcast and social media). Feedback that is received within
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the consultation period will be considered by MPL as it finalises its proposals for the

Project.

c. How will we consult?

MPL will seek and receive people’s views through a number of activities:

Public exhibitions will be held at Lidlington, Marston Moretaine, Stewartby and
Ampthill within the CCZ (see the table below for locations and dates of the public
exhibitions);

An information leaflet will be sent to households, businesses and institutions in the
CCZ, and made available at local council offices, local libraries and other civic
community venues in the area. The leaflet will also be sent to those groups that
are defined as “hard to reach” (such as the Community Engagement Network, the
Older People’s Reference Group and the Youth Parliament). It will give background
on the Project, the consultation process and how individuals can engage in the
consultation. The leaflet will be made available at libraries and council offices in
the OCZ;

Copies of the leaflet, the SoCC, a Consultation Document that will explain the
Project as well as the proposed amendments to the Rookery South (Resource
Recovery Facility) Order 2011, the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
and the Non-Technical Summary as well as other information about the Project will
be available (in addition to the main council offices of Central Bedfordshire Council
and Bedford Borough Council’s Customer Service Centre) at Marston Vale Forest
Centre, Marston Moretaine, MK43 OPR which is open seven days a week between

10.00am and 4.00pm, as well as the following libraries:

Bedford Library Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri 09.00 — 18.00
Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG Thurs 09.00 — 13.00
Sat 09.00 — 17.00
Sun Closed
Ampthill Library, Mon/Wed/Fri 10.00 - 18.00
1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL Tues Closed
Thurs 14.00 — 18.00
Sat 10.00 — 13.00
Sun Closed
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Wootton Library Mon/Fri 14.00 — 18.00

Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH Tues Closed
Wed 10.00 — 1300/

1400 -18.30

Thurs Closed
Sat 10.00 - 13.00
Sun Closed

e The information leaflet and other information about the Project can be made
available in other formats (eg large print or braille) and languages upon reasonable
request;

o A website (www.millbrookpower.co.uk) provides information on the Project as well

as access to documents, and provide visitors with the opportunity to ask questions
or make comments online;
e An e-mail address to which individuals can write to provide their feedback is

info@millbrookpower.co.uk;

e A Freepost mailbox to which people can send questions or comments is Freepost
RTE-JYYB-ERSR, Millbrook Power Ltd 49 York Place, Edinburgh EH1 3JD;

o MPL will also notify the local community about the Project and the consultation
events via posters on local noticeboards, newspaper advertisements and media
coverage;

¢ In addition, MPL will contact a broad spectrum of local stakeholders. These will
include elected representatives, local community, special interest groups (including
those “hard to reach groups” such as the Community Engagement Network, the
Older People’s Reference Group and the Youth Parliament), and local business
groups. MPL will provide them with information on the Project and undertake

briefings where appropriate.
Individuals and organisations wishing to respond should include their name and an

address where correspondence about the response can be sent. Responses may be
made public, subject to data protection laws.
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Comments made at any stage of the consultation process will be recorded and
carefully considered by MPL as part of the process of preparing the final proposals for

its application to the Planning Inspectorate.

KEY DATES
TBA Statement of Community Consultation published
29th May Consultation period starts

9th — 13t June

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS ]

Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road,
Marston Moretaine, MK43 OLD

Stewartby Club), Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43

9NB,

Ampthill Baptish Church , Dunstable Street, Ampthill,

MK45 2JS,

Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43
ORT

2nd July

Consultation period closes

December 2017

DCO application submitted

Contact details

MPL welcomes questions and comments:
Website: www.millbrookpower.co.uk
Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk
Post: IFreepost RTE-JYYB-ERSR, Millorook Power Ltd 49 York Place,

Edinburgh EH1 3JD

Phone: 0131 550 3380

May 2017
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Notice as to where and when the Statement of Community Consultation (2017) for the
Millbrook Power Project can be inspected — s47 Planning Act 2008

Millbrook Power Ltd (MPL) proposes to construct and operate an up to 299 megawatt (MW) gas-
fired power generation plant (and associated connections to the gas and electricity networks) on

land adjacent to and within Rookery South Pit, situated in the Marston Vale, approximately 3 km

north of Ampthill and 7 km south-west of Bedford (the "Project"). Subject to public consultation,
planning and financing, the Project could enter commercial operation in 2022.

The gas-fired power generation plant element of the Project is classified as a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act 2008 which means that a Development Consent Order
(DCO) is required to build, operate and maintain it. MPL intends to submit an application for a DCO
for the Project by the end of 2017.

The Project was initially developed and taken through the first stages of the DCO planning
application process in 2014. However in March 2015, the project was put on hold due to market and
political uncertainty. Under new ownership, the Project is now once again being taken forward.

Once submitted, the DCO application will be processed and examined by the Planning Inspectorate
who will make a recommendation to the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy as to whether or not the application should be granted and a DCO made. The final decision
on the application is made by the Secretary of State, rather than the local planning authority.

Due to the nature and size of the Project, MPL is required under hhe Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 to undertake an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA). This EIA will consider the likely significant environmental effects, both positive and
negative, of the Project on topics including air and water quality, noise, landscape and visual impact,
traffic, local ecology, archaeology and heritage, and socio-economics. An Environmental Statement
will be submitted with the application for a DCO for the Project in 2017.

MPL is required under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 to consult with those living in the vicinity
of the land to which the proposed application for the Project relates. This consultation with local
people, businesses, and other organisations is an essential part of the DCO application process and
will help to influence the design of the Project as at submission of the DCO application. Only after
MPL has had regard to the consultation responses that it has received (including those received as
part of the consultation undertaken in 2014) will the design for the Project be finalised and the
application for a DCO be submitted.

MPL has prepared a statement setting out how it proposes to consult people living and working in
the vicinity of the land to which the proposed application for the Project relates about the proposed
DCO application. This statement is called the "Statement of Community Consultation" (SoCC).

MPL carried out both statutory and non-statutory consultation as part of its work in 2014. As part of
the 2014 statutory consultation, a SoCC was published after consultation with the relevant local
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planning authorities and the current SoCC is closely modelled on the 2014 SoCC. MPL have had
regard to the responses received as part of the 2014 non-statutory and statutory consultations and
these have influenced the Project design that is now being consulted on in 2017.

MPL's SoCC is available for inspection online at www.millbrookpower.co.uk . It is also available for
inspection in hard copy at Central Bedfordshire Council Office (Priory House, Monks Walk,
Chicksands, Shefford, Bedfordshire SG17 5TQ, open Mon-Thurs 08:00-17:30 and Friday 08:00-5:00);
at Bedford Borough Council’s Customer Service Centre (2 Horne Lane, Bedford MK40 1RA open
Mon-Thurs 08:45-17:15 and Fri 08:45-16:45); at Marston Vale Forest Centre (Marston Moretaine,
Bedford MK43 OPR, open Mon-Sun 10:00-16:00) and at the following local libraries:

Bedford Library Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri 09.00 — 18.00
Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG Thurs 09.00 - 13.00

Sat 09.00-17.00

Sun Closed
Ampthill Library, Mon/Wed/Fri  10.00 — 18.00
1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL Tues Closed

Thurs 14.00 - 18.00

Sat 10.00 - 13.00

Sun Closed
Wootton Library Mon/Fri 14.00 - 18.00
Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH Tues Closed

Wed 10.00 - 1300/

1400 -18.30

Thurs Closed

Sat 10.00 - 13.00

Sun Closed

The Government’s policy in relation to energy related Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects is
set out in a series of National Policy Statements (NPSs). NPS EN-1 (Energy) states that "Gas will
continue to play an important role in the electricity sector — providing vital flexibility to support an
increasing amount of low-carbon generation and to maintain security of supply". The need for the
Project is established through these NPSs and is therefore not proposed by MPL as a topic of
consultation.

Households and businesses within an approximate 5km radius of the proposed site for the power
generation plant element of the Project will be sent a leaflet about the Project on or around 29t
May 2017.

As part of its consultation with the community, MPL Mill be holding exhibitions about the Project at
these locations and times:

Friday 9" June 2017: Marston Moreteyne Village Hall, Bedford Road, Marston Moreteyne,
1500-1900 MK43 OLD

Saturday 10% June Stewartby Club, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43 9NB

2017:

0900-1300
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Monday 12" June 2017: = Ampthill Baptist Churche, Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford,

1600-2000 Bedfordshire, MK45 2JS
Tuesday 13™ June2017:  Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43 ORT
1100- 1500

From 29* May 2017, information about the Project including a leaflet about the Project, a
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) (which contains a preliminary assessment of
the likely significant environmental effects of the Project) and a non-technical summary of the PEIR
will be made available for inspection at the Council offices, Marston Vale Forest Centre and the
libraries noted above at the times noted above. These documents will also be available from 29t
May 2017 in electronic form on the MPL website (www.millbrookpower.co.uk ).

The consultation period on the Project will run from 29" May until 2" July 2017 (inclusive), and we
would therefore welcome your views on the Project on or before 5.00pm on 2" July 2017. If you
respond to our consultation, then please could you include your name and an address in your
response. Please note that responses may be made public, subject to data protection laws.

Responses to the consultation on the Project can be made via:

Website: www.millbrookpower.co.uk

Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk

Tel: 0131 550 3380

Millbrook Power Ltd, 49 York Place, Edinburgh EH1 3JD Cc

ted [PT3]: Freepost address to be updated in due

Freepost: |Freepost RTE-Y-JYYB-ERST,

course
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MILLBROOK POWER PROJECT

S47 LOCAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION PLAN,

INTRODUCTION

Millbrook Power Limited (“MPL”) proposes to develop a gas-fired power generation
plant and connections to the electricity and gas networks on land located in Rookery
South Pit, near the villages of Stewartby, Lidlington, Millorook and Marston Moretaine
in Bedfordshire.

The proposed power generation plant would have a rated electrical output of up to 299
MW of electricity. Using the latest and most efficient power generating technology, it
will burn natural gas to generate electricity that is delivered into the National Grid. Due
to its size, the gas-fired power station would be a Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project and as such it would require a Development Consent Order (DCO).

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

The community consultation described is carried out under section 47 of the Planning
Act 2008; the Act sets out requirements for formal pre-application consultation for
those applications that are considered by the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the
relevant Secretary of State.

Section 47(1) of the Planning Act 2008 states that the applicant must prepare a
statement setting out how it proposes to consult those people, who are living in the
vicinity of all or part of the land to which the proposed application relates, about the
proposed application.

Furthermore, MPL is required to consult Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) and
Bedford Borough Council (BBC) on its proposed Statement of Community
Consultation ("SoCC"). Once MPL has finalised its SoCC, it is required to make the
same available to the public in a way that is reasonably convenient and must also
publish a notice in the local press as to where and when the SoCC can be inspected.
This plan sets out how Millbrook Power Limited intends to meet these s47 consultation
requirements. This plan is not itself required pursuant to the Planning Act 2008.

2014 CONSULTATION

MPL first announced its proposals for its power generation project in May 2014 and
conducted its consultation activities in two phases: an initial phase of consultation
between May and September 2014 that included mailing of an introductory leaflet to
¢10,500 homes and businesses in the area surrounding the site, public exhibitions at
three locations in the vicinity of the site (Lidlington, Stewartby and Marston Moretaine),
meetings with CBC and BBC councillors as well as meetings with those parish councils
that were within the project’s Core Consultation Zone (CCZ). MPL also shared its
plans to the wider community via Parish Councils further afield, the two local
constituency MPs, via social media and the internet, newspaper advertising and
articles/broadcast reports, and via organisations that were a conduit to “hard to reach
groups” in the area. Among the highlights of its work, MPL representatives addressed
sixth form students at the Kimberley STEM College.
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Having agreed its Consultation Plan and Statement of Community Consultation with
CBC and BBC, MPL conducted a period of statutory consultation between 13%
October and 16™ November 2014. An information leaflet was distributed to homes
and businesses in the CCZ, four public exhibitions were held and there was once again
local advertising and a series of media reports (print, TV, radio and social media).

The choice of location for the exhibitions (in both phases of consultation) was decided
upon following discussions with members of CBC and BBC.

In addition, local councilors from CBC, BBC and eight parish councils attended an
“outreach meeting” with the Planning Inspectorate which was organised and attended
by MPL.

The various consultation activities during 2014 helped inform the Project’s
development and led to MPL’s decision to underground the electrical connection rather
than connect the power generation plant to the National Grid via overhead lines and
additional transmission towers.

In March 2015, the Millbrook Power Project was put on hold due to market and political
uncertainty and both CBC and BBC were informed as were the parish councils in the
area. Since the 2014 Consultation, MPL has had little contact with local members of
the public. However, MPL has recently re-started its work to secure planning
permission for the Project and as such has decided to conduct another phase of
statutory consultation.

1.0 PURPOSE

a. This document explains how MPL once more intends to consult people living and
working in the vicinity of the proposed up to 299 MW gas-fired power station, its
associated gas and electrical connections and other related infrastructure (the
“Project”) on land located in and adjacent to Rookery South Pit. The land is situated
in the Marston Vale between Milton Keynes and Bedford, approximately 3 km north
of Ampthill, a local market town, and 7 km south west of Bedford in Central

Bedfordshire and Bedford Borough.

b. The Project’s infrastructure that is associated with a power generation plant
includes a new purpose built access road, an underground gas pipeline connection
and a new electrical connection (including underground cables) that will facilitate

the export of power to the National Grid for distribution to homes and businesses.
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c. Since December 2016, MPL, the development company for the Project at Rookery

South Pit, has been a subsidiary company of Drax Group plc. Drax Group is
seeking to develop flexible gas fired power generation assets at three further sites
in the UK to support the UK Government’s drive towards a low carbon economy:
one at Eye Airfield in Suffolk, one near Aberdare in south Wales and the third near

Felindre, also in south Wales.

. Stag Energy provides the resources to MPL through a management services
agreement with Drax Group. Stag Energy was founded in 2002 and the company
draws on a depth of experience with a team that has created and delivered over
10,000 MW of power generation and related infrastructure projects across the
globe, of which, 2,500 MW has been delivered in the UK.

. The details of the consultation methodology set out in this document aim to explain
how MPL will satisfy the community consultation requirements for an application
for a DCO under the Planning Act 2008 which, if granted, would enable the Project
to be constructed and operated. MPL intends to submit an application for a DCO
which will be examined by the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of
State for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (SoS). It should be noted that the
application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement as the
development is considered to be an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Development. A Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), reviewed
and updated from 2014, will be produced which will describe the likely significant
environmental effects of the proposed Power Generation Plant and its associated
infrastructure. The PEIR will be published and made available for public scrutiny

and consultation in May of this year.

As part of the DCO application, MPL is required to produce a Consultation Report
explaining how the three strands of consultation required under the Planning Act
2008 (s42!, s47 and s482) have been complied with. MPL intends that its

t Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 requires consultation with certain local authorities, listed statutory consultees and those
with an interest in the land on which the proposed Project will be built and operated or who may be particularly affected by it
2 Section 48 sets out publicity requirements on a national basis
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Consultation Report will include an explanation of how the relevant local authorities
were consulted about the content of the SoCC and what the local authorities’
comments were. The Consultation Report will demonstrate that the local
authorities were given sufficient time to provide comments, explain how MPL had
regard to those comments and provide evidence that the SoCC was made

available and notified in the correct manner.

. The Consultation Report will also explain what activities were undertaken (in 2014
and in 2017) to enable consultation with the local community, how those consulted
responded and how MPL had regard to representations received in the
development of the Project and the DCO application, prior to its submission to the
SoS.

. This document does not set out how MPL intends to undertake the other strands
of statutory consultation required by Sections 42 and 48 of the Planning Act 2008.

2.0 THE PROPOSED SITE

a. The site for the proposed Power Generation Plant (which comprises part of the

Project) is located on land located within Rookery South Pit, a former clay pit and
designated as Rookery Clay Pits County Wildlife Site (CWS). The site is adjacent
to the proposed Covanta Energy from Waste project, which has been consented
but has not yet been constructed.

a. The site is located mostly within the local authority administrative area of Central

Bedfordshire Council and in part within the administrative area of Bedford Borough
Council. The proposed routes of the electrical and gas connections would be
located in farmland to the south of Rookery South Pit within Central Bedfordshire,
whilst part of the proposed access route, subject to consultation, environmental and
technical studies, resides within the administrative area of Bedford Borough

Council.
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3.0 THE PROJECT

The Project would comprise:

e A new Power Generation Plant in the form of a Simple Cycle Gas Turbine
(SCGT) gas fired peaking power generating station fuelled by natural gas and
with a rated electrical output of between 50 and 299 Megawatts (MW)
comprising:

o The Generating Equipment including the Gas Turbine Generators and
balance of plant, which are located within the Generating Equipment
Site;

o A new purpose built Access Road from Green Lane to the Generating
Equipment Site; and

o During construction, a temporary construction compound (the Laydown
Area).

e A new underground Gas Connection to bring natural gas to the Generating
Equipment from the National Transmission System (NTS) which is located to
the South of Rookery South Pit. The Gas Connection includes an underground
pipeline of length approximately 1.8 km.; and

e A new Electrical Connection (including underground cables) to export power
from the Generating Equipment to the National Grid Electricity Transmission
System (NETS) for distribution to homes and businesses and which is also
located to the South of Rookery South Pit. .

The Generating Equipment, Access Road and Laydown Area are together known as

the Power Generation Plant, and are located within the Power Generation Plant Site.

The Power Generation Plant, Gas Connection and Electrical Connection are all
integral to the generation of electricity and together are referred to as the ‘Project’. The
land upon which the Project would be developed, or which would be required in order

to facilitate the development of the Project, is referred to as the ‘Project Site’.

4.0 CONSULTATION BACKGROUND
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a. MPL is committed to and has demonstrated an open and responsive consultation
with local communities and interested parties. Taking note of the 2014
Consultation, the programme recommended within this document sets out a

framework for a formal and inclusive consultation process.

b. The draft SoCC appended to this document is designed to meet the legal
requirements set out in section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 and follows a range of
advice and guidance set out by the Planning Inspectorate and the Department for
Communities & Local Government, as well as previous dialogue about public
consultation with CBC and BBC (and feedback from local people) in 2014. The
consultation process is designed to enable informed, detailed and two-way
communication. Through this process, relevant matters identified during
consultation will be taken into account during the development of the proposal and

before submission of the application for a DCO.

c. Between May 2014 and March 2015, MPL has proactively communicated its
intentions with elected representatives and directly within the local community, in
order to introduce and discuss aspects of the Project. These non-statutory
information activities, the 2014 period of statutory public consultation and
forthcoming initiatives will be captured in the Consultation Report that will form part

of the DCO application.

4.1 CONSULTATION AREAS

a. MPL proposes to carry out its consultation in two areas: a core consultation zone
(CC2) that equates to an approximate 5 km radius from the site of the Power
Generation Plant (see map overleaf), and an outer consultation zone (OCZ) that
equates to a radius of 10 km. The CCZ is defined by parish council boundaries
closest to the 5 km radius. These consultation zones were chosen in 2014 following
feedback from various elected representatives with whom MPL had been liaising

and was in accordance with those used by Covanta for the Rookery South Energy
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from Waste Generating Station, even though the impact of the Project is expected

to be considerably less than that of the Covanta scheme.

b. The CCZ has been designed to include the main population areas in the vicinity of
the Power Generation Plant Site that have the potential to be impacted by the
Project’s construction and operation and expected to have the greatest interest in
the Project. These include the villages of Stewartby, Marston Moretaine and
Millbrook and the town of Ampthill, as well as other settlements within the CCZ.
Whilst a 5 km buffer has been used as a guide, where settlements fall only partially

within this area, discretion has been exercised.
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c. Whilst the site is located directly within the CBC ward of Cranfield and Marston

Moreteyne the following neighbouring wards also fall within the proposed CCZ:

o Houghton Conquest and Haynes
o Ampthill

d) The proposed CCZ also includes wards within the neighbouring local authority -
BBC. The following BBC wards fall within the CCZ:

o Elstow and Stewartby

o Wootton

e) The CCZ would include all or parts of the following parish council areas:
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o Marston Moreteyne (CBC)
o Houghton Conquest (CBC)
o Millbrook (CBC)

o Ampthill (CBC)

o Maulden (CBC)

o Lidlington (CBC)

o Stewartby (BBC)

o Wootton (BBC)

The CCZ will be MPL'’s primary focus of activity when consulting about its plans.

As in 2014, communities in the OCZ will be informed about the Project (via
newspaper advertisements, posters, media coverage and direct contact with parish
councils and other relevant local organisations in the OCZ) and will have the
opportunity to comment on the plans. The OCZ includes the main population area
of Bedford. MPL does not anticipate that the communities and businesses that lie
within the OCZ will be significantly impacted by the Project’s construction and
operation although MPL recognises that they may be interested in it. In 2014, there
was little interest or comment about the Project from elected representatives or from

the general public within the OCZ.

g) Communities outside the OCZ will be informed about the Project as the circulation

areas and reach of the media (TV, radio, printed media) that will be used to
communicate details of the Project and the consultation activities are far greater
than the boundaries of the OCZ.

5.0 2014 NON-STATUTORY AND STATUTORY CONSULTATION

As an introduction to the Project, MPL undertook an introductory information

programme and non-statutory consultation exercise in May/June 2014. This included:
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Discussions with officers and councillors at CBC and BBC about our plans and
proposed non-statutory consultation plans, including exhibition venues and
organisations that should be invited.

As every home and business in the CCZ is represented by both a CBC councillor
or a BBC councillor, and a Parish councillor, MPL communicated its plans (and
information regarding the public exhibitions that were held between June 5" — 7t
2014) to the CBC and BBC, as well as the local MP Nadine Dorries, and Richard
Fuller MP (whose constituency partially falls within the CCZ). MPL met Nadine

Dorries MP on two occasions to discuss the Project and answer her questions.

As part of the non-statutory consultation, a Project website was launched to
coincide with the Project being introduced to the local community. The website

(www.millbrookpower.co.uk) provides information on the Project and enables

people to ask questions and provide feedback to MPL about the Project.

As part of the non-statutory consultation, a letter of introduction about the Project
was sent to approximately 10,000 households and businesses within a 5 km radius
of the site (i.e an area very closely aligned with the CCZ). The letter contained
details about the Project and an invitation to attend information exhibitions near the
Project site. The letter was sent and distributed by Royal Mail a week prior to the

first exhibition date.

As part of the non-statutory consultation in 2014, exhibitions were held at the

following locations to give local people the maximum opportunity to attend:

o Thursday, June 5™ - Lidlington Village Hall (4.00pm till 7.30pm)
o Friday, June 6™ - Stewartby Village Hall (3.00pm till 7.00pm)
o Saturday, June 7" - Marston Moreteyne Village Hall (10.00am till 1.00pm)

Exhibition locations were chosen because they were considered convenient to
those communities within the CCZ that surrounds the proposed Power Generation

Plant Site. These events featured relevant information that was known at the time
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in a variety of formats (display panels, maps, plans, leaflet etc) about the proposal.
Members of the MPL project team were available to discuss the proposal, answer
guestions and to receive feedback from members of the public. Feedback as to
whether MPL should do anything differently during the statutory consultation
process that followed in October/November 2014 was sought during the informal

information period/non-statutory consultation about the Project.

g. MPL used venues that met Disability Discrimination Act 1995 requirements and
upon a reasonable and timely request had provisions in place for those with
special requirements who were unable to attend or access a consultation event

(for example, private transport to the exhibition event).

h. More than 250 people attended the exhibitions, including local councillors. The
local media (print, TV, radio and social media) published news reports about the

exhibitions in advance of them being held as well as afterwards.

i.  MPL issued press releases before and after the exhibitions were held, and these
were posted on the MPL website. The press releases were issued to the local
media including parish council newsletters, and news reports were published in

the media as a result of receiving them from MPL.

j.  MPL advertised the informal information/non-statutory consultation exhibitions via
a display advertisement in the Bedfordshire on Sunday newspaper, published on
June 15t2014.

k. A leaflet about the Project was produced for people who attended the exhibition,
and additional copies were provided to local councilors and others for wider
dissemination. The leaflet contained details of the Project, the consultation
process, an indicative timeframe for the Project’s development and the Millbrook
Power website address and contact details. In addition, a Feedback form was

available for people to fill in on the day or to return via Freepost to MPL.
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I.  Posters advertising the non-statutory consultation events were displayed on
parish noticeboards and other community venues within the CCZ, for example
local libraries, local shops and post offices and doctors’ surgeries.

m. Since May 2014, the MPL website has carried information about the project
(technical, environmental and communications), contact details and a mechanism
to enable people to ask questions and provide feedback. The website address
was provided to CBC, BBC and parish councils for inclusion on parish websites,

newsletters and other local information material.

n. MPL will once again consider the provision, upon request, of written materials
about the Project in different formats (for example, large print or braille).

o. Comments and queries via telephone (as well as via post, email or fax) were

accepted during the periods of non-statutory and statutory consultation in 2014.

6.0 2014 STATUTORY CONSULTATION METHODOLOGY & ACCESSIBILITY
The period of statutory consultation was conducted between October 13" and 16%
November 2014 (a 35 day period):

a. MPL consulted officers at CBC and BBC on the content of the SoCC.

b. MPL engaged with elected members of CBC, BBC, parish councils, the local MP
Nadine Dorries and Richard Fuller MP whose constituency lies within the CCZ.

c. MPL used elected members of CBC, BBC and parish councils as communication
channels, via meetings and correspondence, to share information and seek

community feedback during the period of statutory consultation.

d. Exhibitions/consultation events were held at the following locations:

. Marston Moretaine Village Hall, 315t October (1500 to 1900hrs)
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. Stewartby Village Hall, 1t November (0900 to 1300hrs)
. Ampthill Masonic Centre, Ampthill, 3 November (1600 to 2000hrs)
. Lidlington Village Hall, 4" November (1100 to 1500hrs)

After consideration of the outcomes of the non-statutory consultation process these
venues were considered the most convenient to those communities within the CCZ
that surround the proposed Power Generation Plant Site. These events featured
relevant information in a variety of formats (display panels, plans, leaflet etc) about
the proposal and copies of the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
(PEIR) were made available. Members of the MPL project team were available to
discuss the proposal, answer questions and to receive feedback from members of

the public. About 175 people attended the public exhibitions.

e. In order to ensure that people had the maximum opportunity to attend the
exhibitions, MPL arranged for them to be held at the above convenient locations
and at a variety of times. An event was held on a Saturday (at Stewartby) for those

unable to visit during the working week.

f. MPL used venues that met Disability Discrimination Act 1995 requirements and
made provision for those with special requirements who were unable to attend or

access a consultation event (for example, private transport to a consultation event).

g. In consultation with CBC and BBC, MPL shared information about the Project with
those “hard to reach groups” living and working within the CCZ. These groups were
accessed through informal and formal channels - via council services (for example,
Central Bedfordshire Together, Bedford Borough Partnership, and others) and
relevant specialist organisations (for example the Marston Moreteyne Action
Group, local branches of the Women'’s Institute, and local business representative

groups such as the Bedfordshire Chamber of Commerce).

h. Social media was used to reach the younger members of the community, whilst
MPL gave one presentation to a local college about the Project. Local schools and

colleges were notified of the consultation events.
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i. MPL advertised the consultation events via local and regional newspapers
(Bedfordshire on Sunday, Bedford Borough Times & Citizen), for two weeks prior
to the first event taking place. In addition MPL announced via the issue of press
releases to parish, local and regional news publications, the local radio and TV
stations (and via online media) that the events were taking place. The newspaper
advertisements (and media coverage) reached the CCZ, the OCZ and further
afield. The content gave information on MPL’s proposals and details of the

consultation events, including contact information.

J. A leaflet about the Project and the consultation programme was distributed to
households, businesses and institutions in the CCZ some two weeks in advance
of the first consultation event, informing them of the consultation events taking
place. The leaflet included details of the Project, the location and dates of the
consultation events, the MPL website address, and a comments/questions card

that could be returned Freepost.

k. Posters advertising the consultation events were displayed on parish noticeboards
and other community venues within the CCZ and the OCZ, for example local
libraries, local shops and post offices, local schools and colleges and doctors’

surgeries.

I. MPL informed those parish councils within the OCZ about the Project and the

exhibition/consultation event via email.

m. The MPL team proactively and reactively met with individuals and interested
groups in the local area as part of the formal consultation period to answer

guestions and provide updates about the Project.

n. Comments and queries via telephone (as well as via post, email or fax) were
considered and addressed where possible, as well as comments noted. The

statutory consultation lasted for a period of 35 days. Relevant responses during
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the 2014 Statutory Consultation have been filed, had regard to and will be referred

to in the Consultation Report that will accompany the DCO application.

7.0 2017 CONSULTATION

a. Taking note of the comments and feedback that were received about the
Project during the 2014 consultations, MPL proposes a series of meetings with
elected members of CBC and BBC, meetings with the parish councils that are
located in the CCZ and the local MPs, followed by a single phase of public
consultation about the Project. This period of Statutory Consultation will follow

similar lines to the consultation activities that were carried out in 2014 namely:

b. MPL will use elected members of CBC, BBC and parish councils in the CCZ
and OCZ as communication channels to share information and seek community

feedback during the period of statutory consultation.

c. Subject to booking confirmation, exhibitions/consultation events will be held

between June 8" and June 13" at the following locations:

a. Marston Moretaine Village Hall
b. Stewartby Club

c. Ampthill Baptist Chuch Hall

d. Lidlington Village Hall

d. These events will feature relevant information in a variety of formats (display
panels, plans, photomontages etc) about the proposal and copies of the
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) will be made available.
Members of the MPL project team will be available to discuss the proposal,

answer questions and to receive feedback from members of the public,

e. In order to ensure that people have the maximum opportunity to attend the

exhibitions, MPL will once again arrange for them to be held at the above
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convenient locations and at a variety of times. An event will be held on a

Saturday for those unable to visit during the working week.

f. The venues meet Disability Discrimination Act 1995 requirements and MPL will
make provision for those with special requirements who are unable to attend or
access a consultation event (for example, private transport to a consultation

event).

g. MPL will again share information about the Project with those “hard to reach

groups” living and working within the CCZ.

h. Social media will again be used to reach the younger members of the
community, whilst MPL will be willing to give presentations about the Project to
local colleges and schools. Local schools and colleges will again be notified of

the consultation events.

i. MPL will advertise the consultation events via local and regional newspapers
(Bedfordshire on Sunday, Bedford Borough Times & Citizen), for two weeks
prior to the first event taking place. In addition MPL will issue press releases to
parish, local and regional news publications, the local radio and TV stations
(and via online media) to give additional publicity to the events taking place.
The newspaper advertisements (and media coverage) will reach the CCZ, the
OCZ and further afield. The content will be key information on MPL’s proposals

and details of the consultation events, including contact information.

J. A leaflet about the Project and the consultation programme will be distributed
to c13,000 households, businesses and institutions in the CCZ some two weeks
in advance of the first consultation event, informing them of the consultation
events taking place. The leaflet will include details of the Project, the location
and dates of the consultation events, the MPL website address, and a

comments/questions card that could be returned Freepost.

k. Posters advertising the consultation events will be displayed on parish

noticeboards and other community venues within the CCZ and the OCZ, for
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example local libraries, local shops and post offices, local schools and colleges

and doctors’ surgeries.

[.  MPL will inform those parish councils within the OCZ about the Project and the

exhibition/consultation events via email.

m. MPL will meet with individuals and interested groups in the local area as part of
the formal consultation period to answer questions and provide updates about

the Project.

n. Comments and queries via telephone (as well as via post or email) will be
considered and addressed where possible, as well as comments noted. The
2017 period of statutory consultation will last for a period of 35 days, and the
outcomes (along with the outcomes of the 2014 Statutory Consultation) will be

referred to in the Consultation Report that will accompany the DCO application.
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Appendix 2.C: Phase 2 Section 47 - Draft
Consultation Plan and draft SoCC for consultation

with Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford
Borough Council

2.C(iv) Response from Central Bedfordshire Council on the draft Consultation
Plan and SoCC (3@ May 2017)



Development Management

Priory House, Monks Walk
Chicksands, Shefford
Bedfordshire SG17 5TQ
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Bedfordshire

Mr Nick Johnson Contact Annabel Robinson
Millbrook Power Direct Dial 0300 300 4158
49 York place Email planning@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
Edinburgh Your Ref
EH1 3JD Date 03 May 2017
Dear Mr Johnson,
Application No: CB/17/01850/PAPC
Location: The Rookery Pit (South), Near Stewartby, Beds
Proposal: Consultation on the Statement of Community Consultation

This letter is confirmation that | have reviewed the Draft Statement of Community

Consultation, sent on 28th April 2017.

| can confirm that | have not got any further comments to make. The submitted document
appears to outline a thorough consultation process to be undertaken prior to the DCO being

submitted at the end of the year.

Yours faithfully,

Annabel Robinson
Senior Planning Officer
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Appendix 2.C: Phase 2 Section 47 - Draft
Consultation Plan and draft SoCC for consultation

with Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford
Borough Council

2.C(v) Response from Bedford Borough Council on the draft Consultation Plan
and SoCC (2" May 2017)
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Borough Charter granted in 1166 Chief Executive: P. J. Simpkins
Millbrook Power Ltd Please ask Alastair Wren
49 York Place : _for:
Edinburgh Direct line: 01234 718548
EH1 3JD E-mail:  Alastair.wren@bedford.gov.uk
Fax no:
FAO Mr N Johnson Your ref:
Our ref:

Date: 2" May 2017

Dear Mr Johnson,
Millbrook Power Limited Statement of Community Consultation

| write in reply to your letter and draft statement of community consultation dated 6™
April 2017 received by Bedford Borough Council on the 10™ April 2017 concerning
the above matter and your request for Bedford Borough Council’s opinion upon the
draft Statement of Community Consultation. This was updated via email sent 28"
April 2017.

Your draft plan is comprehensive and demonstrates the intention for a significant
level of public consultation and involvement to at least the level specified in the
council’s Statement of Community Involvement.

| suggest that in addition to the library that a paper copy of all documentation is
made available at the Councils Customer Service Centre, 2 Horne Lane, Bedford,
MK40 1RA which is open Monday to Thursday 8.45-5pm and Fridays 8.45 —
4.45pm. That is the town centre venue where all Council consultation documents
are held for the public to view.

Yours sincerely,

Derek Lawrence
Service Manager Development Management.

Stewart Briggs Executive Director for Environment and Sustainable Communities
Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford MK42 9AP DX 117105 Bedford 4

Phone (01234) 267422 Minicom (01234) 221827 Web www.bedford.gov.uk
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This Statement of Community Consultation ("SoCC") is published in connection with
a proposed up to 299 MW gas-fired power station, its integral gas and electrical
connections and other related infrastructure at Rookery South Pit situated in the
Marston Vale, approximately 3 km north of Ampthill and 7 km south-west of Bedford
in Central Bedfordshire (the "Project").

The capacity of the Project will be in excess of 50 MW of electricity. As such, it is
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act
2008. The Project therefore requires a Development Consent Order ("DCQO") in order
for it to be built. Any DCO would be made by the Secretary of State for Energy &
Climate Change.

This SoCC is part of a consultation process, required by the Planning Act 2008. This
SoCC explains how Millbrook Power Limited (the promoter of the Project) proposes to
consult people living in the vicinity of the Project, businesses and other organisations
about the Project, in advance of submitting an application for a DCO for the Project in
2015.

MPL has consulted Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedfordshire Borough Council,
as the local planning authorities, about the content of this Statement of Community

Consultation and has had regard to their responses.

Millbrook Power Limited (MPL) is a company established by Watt Power Limited. Watt
Power Limited is seeking to develop gas fired power stations at Rookery South Pit and

elsewhere in the UK to support the UK Government’s drive to a low carbon economy.

A consultation/communication plan has previously been developed and is available

from MPL or via its website www.millbrookpower.co.uk.

This SoCC explains:

e some details about the Project ;
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how MPL is publishing preliminary environmental information about the Project;
how MPL is going to consult local people and communities about the Project and
what activities will be undertaken to give them access to information about the
proposal and help them to understand what particular aspects of the proposal may
mean to them, enabling them to provide informed feedback;

how people can become involved in shaping the Project before a DCO application
is submitted by putting forward their views to influence the Project, particularly
regarding specific options under consideration; and

how people can provide feedback to MPL from consultation activities and ensure

that they are informed about the Project.

The Project

The key details of the proposed Project are:

the construction of a Power Generation Plant with a rated electrical output of
between 50 and 299 MW of electricity. The plant will have up to 5 stacks, each up
to 40 m in height. It will include a new purpose built access road from Green Lane
to the site of the generating element of the Project;

the site for the Generating Equipment covers an area of approximately 4 ha;

the Power Generation Plant will produce electricity from natural gas. As such, fuel
for the Power Generation Plant will be provided by an underground pipeline
connection and will not be delivered by road to the site;

it will include the construction of a new electrical connection (up to 500 m in length)
to the National Grid and the construction of a new underground pipeline (up to 1600
m in length) to bring natural gas to the Power Generating Plant from the National
Transmission System;

it will create approximately 150 jobs during a construction period lasting two years
and create up to 15 permanent jobs once commercial operations have begun;

it responds to the UK Government’s need for new gas generation in order to
underpin the country’s energy security and its transition to a low-carbon economy;
the station would emit about 50% less carbon dioxide (CO2) than an equivalent
sized coal-fired power plant, and is designed to operate flexibly so that it can
respond quickly and efficiently to short-term variation in customer demand and

intermittent output from wind power generation; and
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e it is acknowledged that during construction and operation there is potential for
negative impacts on some local communities and the environment, for example
noise from the operation of the Power Generation Plant, the visual impact of the
stacks and impacts on the local and regional transport network as a result of
construction traffic. An Environmental Impact Assessment ("EIA") is being
undertaken to understand and seek to reduce these and other potential effects of
the Project’s construction and operation. An Environmental Statement will be
submitted as part of the application for a DCO for the Project. More information on
this process is provided below. The EIA process is also considering the potential
positive effects of the operation of the Project.

The Planning Process

DCO applications for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects are submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate which will process and examine the application before making
a recommendation on that application to the relevant Secretary of State. The final
decision on the application is made by the Secretary of State and if it is successful, a
DCO will be made.

The Government's policies in relation to Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
are set out in National Policy Statements (NPSs). The proposed Project has been
developed with regard to the relevant Energy NPSs, in particular EN-1 (Energy), EN-
2 (Fossil Fuel Electricity Generating Infrastructure), EN-4 (Gas Networks
Infrastructure) and EN-5 (Electricity Networks Infrastructure). EN-1 states that "gas
will continue to play an important role in the electricity sector- providing vital flexibility

to support an increasing amount of low-carbon generation and to maintain security of

supply.”

When determining a DCO application, the Secretary of State must have regard to the
relevant NPSs and must make a decision in accordance with these unless other
considerations apply, including where she/he is satisfied that the adverse impact of a

proposed development would outweigh its benefits.
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When considering whether to accept an application for examination, the Planning
Inspectorate must be satisfied that the applicant has undertaken effective pre-
application consultation. Pre-application consultation is essential in allowing MPL to
understand and minimise the impacts of the Project and to allow a thorough
examination by the Planning Inspectorate. MPL is required to submit a Consultation
Report with its application for a DCO. This report will include details of the local
community feedback received, explain how MPL has had regard to relevant feedback
and will detail how MPL has complied with the consultation requirements of the
Planning Act 2008.

The community consultation described in this statement is carried out under Section
47 of the Planning Act 2008. It is in addition to consultation that will be carried out with
specific statutory consultees (such as nature conservation bodies) and those with
relevant interests in land (including owners and occupiers within the Project boundary)
under Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008. It is also in addition to wider notification of
the Project under Section 48 of the Planning Act 2008.

Information on the planning process for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
and the NPSs can be found at:

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/

www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/meeting energy/consents planning/nps en infra/

nps en infra.aspx

Environmental Information & Impacts

The Project will be designed and developed to meet or exceed current quality, safety
and environmental standards and efforts will be made to minimise its impact on the
local environment, both during its construction and its operation. The extent and scale
of the development and MPL’s proposals to mitigate its impacts will be consulted upon
locally and will be amongst the issues considered by the Planning Inspectorate on

behalf of the Secretary of State.

Because of the nature and size of the Project, MPL is undertaking an EIA pursuant to

the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009.
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Therefore, the Project is classed as an EIA development. The EIA considers the likely
significant environmental effects of the Project including those on air and water quality,
noise, visual and cumulative impact, traffic, local ecology, archaeology and heritage

and socio-economics.

MPL has consulted with various statutory bodies concerning the scope of the EIA,
including local authorities, the Environment Agency, the Highways Agency, Natural
England and utility providers. A request for a Scoping Opinion was submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate on June 20" 2014, accompanied by a Scoping Report. The
Scoping Report outlines which environmental topics will be covered by the EIA and
how the assessments will be undertaken. The Planning Inspectorate issued its formal
Scoping Opinion on July 28" 2014.

These documents are available on the Millborook Power website
(www.millbrookpower.co.uk) and via the dedicated section on the Planning

Inspectorate’s website:

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/eastern/millbrook-power/

As part of the pre-application consultation materials on the proposed Project, MPL will
publish a Preliminary Environmental Information Report ("PEIR") and a non-technical
summary ("NTS") of the same. The PEIR presents the information gathered to date
and provides the results of MPL’s preliminary assessments as to the likely significant
environmental effects of the Project. It does not set out the final findings but will
include information on provisional mitigation measures. During consultation, MPL will
make available details on landscaping proposals and other measures to mitigate the
Project's impact. MPL will provide copies of the PEIR and the NTS to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council as the local planning authorities.
Both documents will also be made available at: the main office of Central Bedfordshire
Council in Chicksands, Shefford; at the main office of Bedford Borough Council in

Bedford; local libraries; at public exhibitions and on the MPL website.

When the EIA process is complete and MPL submits its application for a DCO, it will

be accompanied by an Environmental Statement. This will report on the likely
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significant environmental effects of the Project identified in the EIA and will explain the

mitigation measures to avoid or reduce these.

Public Consultation

The views of the local community about the Project are important. In June 2014, MPL
carried out a non-statutory consultation process sharing its initial plans with the public
at three exhibitions held in Lidlington, Stewartby and Marston Moretaine. At the
exhibitions and since, MPL has received and responded to comments on the proposed

Project and its impact on the environment, local communities and the local economy.

a. What are we now consulting on and when?

In the statutory phase of consultation commencing on 13" October 2014 (and finishing
on 16" November 2014), MPL will seek views on the overall scope and impact of the
Project, including the integral electrical connection and gas connection. Only after MPL
has had regard to the consultation responses received will the application for a DCO

for the Project be finalised and submitted.

Responses will, in particular, be invited on:

* The layout of the Power Generation Plant within the Project Site;

* Route option(s) for accessing the gas and electricity connection infrastructure

during construction and maintenance;
* The preferred route option for the gas connection; and
* The proposed electrical connection

* The findings of the preliminary assessment on the likely significant
environmental effects of the Project during construction and operation, as set
out in the PEIR.

The consultation explained in this Statement will run for 35 days ending on 16%

November 2014. Comments about the project must be received by MPL by this date.

b. Who will we consult with?
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The Planning Act 2008 states that those Yiving in the vicinity of the land’ should be
consulted. We have discussed the scope of our consultation with Central Bedfordshire
Council and Bedford Borough Council as the local planning authorities, and have
identified and agreed the Consultation Zones that form the basis of our community

consultation.

MPL will carry out its community consultation activities in two areas: a Core
Consultation Zone (CCZ) that equates to a 5 km radius from the Power Generation
Plant Site and an Outer Consultation Zone (OCZ) that equates to a radius of 10 km.
These consultation zones were chosen following feedback from local elected
representatives and are in accordance with those used by Covanta for the Rookery
South Energy from Waste Generating Station, even though the impact of the Project

is expected to be considerably less than the Energy from Waste scheme.

The CCZ has been designed to include the main population areas in the vicinity of the
Power Generation Plant Site that have the potential to be impacted by the Project and
expected to have the greatest interest in the Project The zone includes all or parts of
the following parish council areas: Marston Moreteyne, Millbrook, Houghton Conquest,
Ampthill, Maulden, Lidlington, Stewartby and Wootton. An information leaflet will be
sent to households, businesses and institutions in the CCZ and the CCZ will be the

focus of public exhibitions.
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Communities within the OCZ will be informed about the Project (via newspaper
advertisements, posters, media coverage and contact with parish councils and other
relevant local organisations in the OCZ) and given the opportunity to comment on our

plans for the Project. The outer zone includes the main population area of Bedford.

MPL does not anticipate that the communities and businesses that lie within the OCZ
will be significantly impacted by the Project’s construction and operation although MPL
recognises that those living and working within the OCZ may be interested in the
Project. Outside the two zones, there may well be others interested in MPL'’s plans.
These people will also be reached through local/regional newspaper advertising and

media coverage (print, broadcast and social media). Feedback that is received within
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the consultation period will be considered by MPL as it finalises its proposals for the

Project.

C.

How will we consult?

MPL will seek and receive people’s views through a number of activities:

Public exhibitions will be held at Lidlington, Marston Moretaine, Stewartby and
Ampthill within the CCZ (see the table below for locations and dates of the public
exhibitions);

An information leaflet will be sent to households, businesses and institutions in the
CCZ, and made available at local council offices, local libraries and other civic
community venues in the area. The leaflet will also be sent to those groups that
are defined as “hard to reach” (such as the Community Engagement Network, the
Older People’s Reference Group and the Youth Parliament). It will give background
on the Project, the consultation process and how individuals can engage in the
consultation. The leaflet will be made available at libraries and council offices in
the OCZ;

Copies of the leaflet, the SoCC, The Preliminary Environmental Information Report
and the Non-Technical Summary as well as other information about the Project will
be available (in addition to the main council offices of Central Bedfordshire Council
and Bedford Borough Council) at Marston Vale Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine,
MK43 OPR which is open seven days a week between 10.00am and 4.00pm, as

well as the following libraries:

Bedford Library Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri 09.00 — 18.00
Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG Thurs 09.00 - 13.00
Sat 09.00 — 17.00
Sun Closed
Ampthill Library, Mon/Wed/Fri 10.00 — 18.00
1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL Tues Closed
Thurs 14.00 — 18.00
Sat 10.00 - 13.00
Sun Closed
Wootton Library Mon/Fri 14.00 - 18.00
Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH Tues Closed
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Wed 10.00 — 1300/
1400 -18.30
Thurs Closed
Sat 10.00 - 13.00
Sun Closed

e The information leaflet and other information about the Project can be made
available in other formats (eg large print or braille) and languages upon reasonable
request;

e A website (www.millbrookpower.co.uk) provides information on the Project as well
as access to documents, and provide visitors with the opportunity to ask questions
or make comments online;

e An e-mail address to which individuals can write to provide their feedback is
info@millbrookpower.co.uk;

e A Freepost mailbox to which people can send questions or comments is Freepost
RTE-JYYB-ERSR, Millbrook Power Ltd 49 York Place, Edinburgh EH1 3JD;

e MPL will also notify the local community about the Project and the consultation
events via posters on local noticeboards, newspaper advertisements and media
coverage;

e In addition, MPL will contact a broad spectrum of local stakeholders. These will
include elected representatives, local community, special interest groups (including
those “hard to reach groups” such as the Community Engagement Network, the
Older People’s Reference Group and the Youth Parliament), and local business
groups. MPL will provide them with information on the Project and undertake

briefings where appropriate.

Individuals and organisations wishing to respond should include their name and an
address where correspondence about the response can be sent. Responses may be

made public, subject to data protection laws.
Comments made at any stage of the consultation process will be recorded and

carefully considered by MPL as part of the process of preparing the final proposals for

its application to the Planning Inspectorate.
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KEY DATES
Mid September Statement of Community Consultation published
13" October Consultation period starts
31t October — 41| PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS
November
Friday 31t October, | Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road,
1500-1900 Marston Moretaine, MK43 OLD
Saturday 18t | Stewartby Village Hall, Stewartby Way, Stewartby,
November, 0900- | MK43 9LX
1300
Monday 3" Ampthill Masonic Centre, Old Court House, Church
November Street, Ampthill, MK45 2PL
1600-2000
Tuesday 41 | Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43
November, 1100- | ORT
1500
16" November Consultation period closes
Late February 2015 DCO application submitted

Contact details

MPL welcomes questions and comments:

Website: www.millbrookpower.co.uk

Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk

Post: Freepost RTE-JYYB-ERSR, Millorook Power Ltd 49 York Place,
Edinburgh EH1 3JD

Phone: 0131 550 3380
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MILLBROOK POWER PROJECT

S47 LOCAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION PLAN,

INTRODUCTION

Millbrook Power Limited (“MPL”) proposes to develop a gas-fired power generation
plant and connections to the electricity and gas networks on land located in Rookery
South Pit, near the villages of Stewartby, Lidlington, Millorook and Marston Mortaine
in Bedfordshire.

The proposed power generation plant would have a rated electrical output of up to 299
MW of electricity. Using the latest and most efficient power generating technology, it
will burn natural gas to generate electricity that is delivered into the National Grid. Due
to its size, the Millbrook Power project would be a Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project and as such it would require a Development Consent Order (DCO).

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

The community consultation described is carried out under section 47 of the Planning
Act 2008; the Act sets out requirements for formal pre-application consultation for
those applications that are considered by the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the
relevant Secretary of State.

Section 47(1) of the Planning Act 2008 states that the applicant must prepare a
statement setting out how it proposes to consult those people, who are living in the
vicinity of all or part of the land to which the proposed application relates, about the
proposed application.

Furthermore, MPL is required to consult Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) and
Bedford Borough Council (BBC) on its proposed Statement of Community
Consultation ("SoCC"). Once MPL has finalised its SoCC, it is required to make the
same available to the public in a way that is reasonably convenient and must also
publish a notice in the local press as to where and when the SoCC can be inspected.
This plan sets out how Millbrook Power Limited intends to meet these s47 consultation
requirements. This plan is not itself required pursuant to the Planning Act 2008.

1.0 PURPOSE

a. This document explains how MPL intends to consult people living and working in
the vicinity of the proposed up to 299 MW gas-fired power station, its integral gas
and electrical connections and other related infrastructure (the “Project”) on land
located in and adjacent to Rookery South Pit. The land is situated in the Marston
Vale between Milton Keynes and Bedford, approximately 3 km north of Ampthill, a
local market town, and 7 km south west of Bedford in Central Bedfordshire and
Bedford Borough.
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b. The Project’s infrastructure that is integral to the power generation plant includes
a new purpose built access road, a gas pipeline connection and a new electrical
connection that will facilitate the export of power to the National Grid for distribution

to homes and businesses.

c. MPL has been established by Watt Power Limited to develop the Project at
Rookery South Pit. Watt Power is seeking to develop flexible gas fired power
generation assets at three further sites in the UK to support the UK Government’s
drive towards a low carbon economy: one at Eye Airfield in Suffolk, one near
Aberdare in south Wales and the third near Felindre, also in south Wales.

d. Stag Energy provides the resources to MPL through a management services
agreement with Watt Power. Stag Energy was founded in 2002 and the company
draws on a depth of experience with a team that has created and delivered over
10,000 MW of power generation and related infrastructure projects across the
globe, of which, 2,500 MW has been delivered in the UK.

e. The details of the consultation methodology set out in this document aim to explain
how MPL will satisfy the community consultation requirements for an application
for a DCO under the Planning Act 2008 which, if granted, would enable the Project
to be constructed and operated. MPL intends to submit an application for a DCO
which will be examined by the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of
State for Energy & Climate Change (SoS). It should be noted that the application
will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement as the development is
considered to be an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Development. A
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) will be produced which will
describe the preliminary assessment as to the likely significant environmental
effects of the proposed Power Generation Plant and its associated infrastructure.
The PEIR is expected to be published and made available for public scrutiny and

consultation in the autumn of this year.
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As part of the DCO application, MPL is required to produce a Consultation Report
explaining how the three strands of consultation required under the Planning Act
2008 (s42%, s47 and s482) have been complied with. MPL intends that its
Consultation Report will include an explanation of how the relevant local authorities
were consulted about the content of the SoCC and what the local authorities’
comments were. The Consultation Report will demonstrate that the local
authorities were given sufficient time to provide comments, explain how MPL had
regard to those comments and provide evidence that the SoCC was made

available and notified in the correct manner.

The Consultation Report will also explain what activities were undertaken to enable
consultation with the local community, how those consulted responded and how
MPL had regard to representations received in the development of the Project and

the DCO application, prior to its submission to the SoS.

This document does not set out how MPL intends to undertake the other strands

of statutory consultation required by Sections 42 and 48 of the Planning Act 2008.

2.0 THE PROPOSED SITE

a.

The site for the proposed Power Generation Plant (which comprises part of the
Project) is located on land located within Rookery South Pit, a former clay pit and
designated as Rookery Clay Pits County Wildlife Site (CWS). The site is adjacent
to the proposed Covanta Energy from Waste project, which has been consented

but has not yet been constructed.

. The site is located mostly within the local authority administrative area of Central

Bedfordshire Council and in part within the administrative area of Bedford Borough
Council. The proposed routes of the electrical and gas connections would be

located in farmland to the south and/or east of Rookery South Pit within Central

1 Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 requires consultation with certain local authorities, listed statutory consultees and those
with an interest in the land on which the proposed Project will be built and operated or who may be particularly affected by it
2 Section 48 sets out publicity requirements on a national basis
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Bedfordshire, whilst part of the proposed access route, subject to consultation,
environmental and technical studies, resides within the administrative area of

Bedford Borough Council.

3.0 THE PROJECT

The Project would comprise:

e A new Power Generation Plant in the form of a Simple Cycle Gas Turbine
(SCGT) gas fired peaking power generating station fuelled by natural gas and
with a rated electrical output of between 50 and 299 Megawatts (MW)
comprising:

o The Generating Equipment including the Gas Turbine Generators and
balance of plant, which are located within the Generating Equipment
Site;

o A new purpose built Access Road from Green Lane to the Generating
Equipment Site; and

o During construction a temporary construction compound (the Laydown
Area).

¢ A new Gas Connection to bring natural gas to the Generating Equipment from
the National Transmission System (NTS) which is located within the Gas
Connection Opportunity Area; and

e A new Electrical Connection to export power from the Generating Equipment to
the National Grid Electricity Transmission System (NETS) for distribution to
homes and businesses which is located within the Electrical Connection

Opportunity Area.

The Generating Equipment, Access Road and Laydown Area are together known as

the Power Generation Plant, and are located within the Power Generation Plant Site.

The Power Generation Plant, Gas Connection, and Electrical Connection, are all

integral to the generation of electricity and together are referred to as the ‘Project’. The
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land upon which the Project would be developed, or which would be required in order

to facilitate the development of the Project, is referred to as the ‘Project Site’.

4.0 CONSULTATION BACKGROUND

a. MPL is committed to open and responsive consultation with local communities and
interested parties. The programme recommended within this document sets out a

framework for a formal and inclusive consultation process.

b. The draft SoCC appended to this document is designed to meet the legal
requirements set out in section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 and follows a range of
advice and guidance set out by the Planning Inspectorate and the Department for
Communities & Local Government. The consultation process is designed to
enable informed, detailed and two-way communication. Through this process,
relevant matters identified during consultation will be taken into account during the

development of the proposal and before submission of the application for a DCO.

c. Since May 2014, MPL has proactively communicated its intentions with elected
representatives and directly within the local community, in order to introduce and
discuss aspects of the Project. These non-statutory information activities and other
forthcoming initiatives will also be captured in the Consultation Report. On the 5™,
6" and 7" of June a series of non-statutory public exhibitions were held in the
villages of Lidlington, Marston Moretaine and Stewartby. The choice of location for
these and future events was decided upon after initial consultation with members
of CBC and BBC.

4.1 CONSULTATION AREAS

a. MPL proposes to carry out its consultation in two areas: a core consultation zone
(CC2) that equates to an approximate 5 km radius from the site of the Power
Generation Plant (see map overleaf), and an outer consultation zone (OCZ) that
equates to a radius of 10 km. The CCZ is defined by parish council boundaries

closest to the 5 km radius. These consultation zones were chosen following
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feedback from various elected representatives with whom MPL has been liaising
and would be in accordance with those used by Covanta for the Rookery South
Energy from Waste Generating Station, even though the impact of the Project is

expected to be considerably less than that of the Covanta scheme.

b. The CCZ has been designed to include the main population areas in the vicinity of
the Power Generation Plant Site that have the potential to be impacted by the
Project’s construction and operation and expected to have the greatest interest in
the Project. These include the villages of Stewartby, Marston Moretaine, Ampthill
and Millbrook, as well as other settlements within the CCZ. Whilst a 5 km buffer
has been used as a guide, where settlements fall only partially within this area

discretion has been exercised.
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c. Whilst the site is located directly within the CBC ward of Cranfield and Marston

Moreteyne the following neighbouring wards also fall within the proposed CCZ:

o Houghton Conquest and Haynes
o Ampthill

d) The proposed CCZ also includes wards within the neighbouring local authority -
BBC. The following BBC wards fall within the CCZ:

o Elstow and Stewartby

o Wootton

e) The CCZ would include all or parts of the following parish council areas:
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o Marston Moreteyne (CBC)
o Houghton Conquest (CBC)
o Millbrook (CBC)
o Ampthill (CBC)
o Maulden (CBC)
o Lidlington (CBC)
o Stewartby (BBC)
o Wootton (BBC)

The CCZ will be MPL'’s primary focus of activity when consulting about its plans.

f) Communities in the OCZ will be informed about the Project (via newspaper
advertisements, posters, media coverage and contact with parish councils and
other relevant local organisations in the OCZ) and will have the opportunity to
comment on the plans. The OCZ includes the main population area of Bedford.
MPL does not anticipate that the communities and businesses that lie within the
OCZ will be significantly impacted by the Project’'s construction and operation

although MPL recognises that they may be interested in it.

g) Communities outside the OCZ will be informed about the Project as the circulation
areas and reach of the media (TV, radio, printed media) that will be used to
communicate details of the Project and the consultation activities are far greater
than the boundaries of the OCZ.

5.0 INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION PERIOD/NON-STATUTORY
CONSULTATION

As an introduction to the Project, MPL undertook an introductory information

programme and non-statutory consultation exercise in May/June 2014. This included:
a. Discussions with officers and councillors at CBC and BBC about our plans and

proposed non-statutory consultation plans, including exhibition venues and

organisations that should be invited.
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b. As every home and business in the CCZ is represented by both a CBC councillor
or a BBC councillor, and a Parish councillor, MPL communicated its plans (and
information regarding the public exhibitions that were held between June 51" — 7t
2014) to the CBC and BBC, as well as the local MP Nadine Dorries, and Richard
Fuller MP (whose constituency partially falls within the CCZ). MPL met Nadine
Dorries MP on June 25™ to discuss the Project and answer her questions.

c. As part of the non-statutory consultation, a Project website was launched to
coincide with the Project being introduced to the local community. The website

(www.millbrookpower.co.uk) provides information on the Project and enables

people to ask questions and provide feedback to MPL about the Project.

d. As part of the non-statutory consultation, a letter of introduction about the Project
was sent to approximately 10,000 households and businesses within a 5 km radius
of the site (i.e an area very closely aligned with the CCZ). The letter contained
details about the Project and an invitation to attend information exhibitions near the
Project site. The letter was sent and distributed by Royal Mail a week prior to the

first exhibition date.

e. As part of the non-statutory consultation, exhibitions were held at the following

locations to give local people the maximum opportunity to attend:

o Thursday, June 5" - Lidlington Village Hall (4.00pm till 7.30pm)
o Friday, June 6" - Stewartby Village Hall (3.00pm till 7.00pm)
o Saturday, June 7" - Marston Moreteyne Village Hall (10.00am till 1.00pm)

f.  Exhibition locations were chosen because they were considered convenient to
those communities within the CCZ that surrounds the proposed Power Generation
Plant Site These events featured relevant information that was known at the time
in a variety of formats (display panels, maps, plans, leaflet etc) about the proposal.
Members of the MPL project team were available to discuss the proposal, answer
guestions and to receive feedback from members of the public. Feedback as to
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whether MPL should do anything differently during the statutory consultation
process was sought during the informal information period/non-statutory
consultation about the Project.

g. MPL used venues that met Disability Discrimination Act 1995 requirements and
upon a reasonable and timely request had provisions in place for those with
special requirements who were unable to attend or access a consultation event

(for example, private transport to the exhibition event).

h. More than 250 people attended the exhibitions, including local councillors. The
local media (print, TV, radio and social media) published news reports about the
exhibitions in advance of them being held as well as afterwards.

i. MPL issued press releases before and after the exhibitions were held, and these
were posted on the MPL website. The press releases were issued to the local
media including parish council newsletters, and news reports were published in

the media as a result of receiving them from MPL.

j.  MPL advertised the informal information/non-statutory consultation exhibitions via
a display advertisement in the Bedfordshire on Sunday newspaper, published on
June 1512014.

k. A leaflet about the Project was produced for people who attended the exhibition,
and additional copies were provided to local councilors and others for wider
dissemination. The leaflet contained details of the Project, the consultation
process, an indicative timeframe for the Project’s development and the Millbrook
Power website address and contact details. In addition, a Feedback form was

available for people to fill in on the day or to return via Freepost to MPL.

I.  Posters advertising the non-statutory consultation events were displayed on
parish noticeboards and other community venues within the CCZ, for example

local libraries, local shops and post offices and doctors’ surgeries.
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m. The MPL website carries the latest information about the project (technical,

0.

P.

environmental and communications), contact details and a mechanism to enable
people to ask questions and provide feedback. The website address was provided
to CBC, BBC and parish councils for inclusion on parish websites, newsletters and

other local information material.

MPL will consider the provision, upon request, of written materials about the
Project in different formats (for example, large print or braille).

Comments and queries via telephone (as well as via post, email or fax) were

accepted following the launch of the non-statutory period of consultation.

In summary, the Project has been introduced to the local community which is now
broadly aware of the Project. The proposed statutory consultation process detailed

in section 6.0 will therefore build upon this awareness with a view to gaining formal

feedback from local people and interested stakeholders before the application for
the DCO is submitted in 2015.

6.0 STATUTORY CONSULTATION METHODOLOGY & ACCESSIBILITY

Following the introductory information period/non-statutory consultation described in

section 5.0, the statutory consultation programme will be conducted according to the

following methodology:

a. MPL will consult with officers at CBC and BBC on the content of the draft SoCC.

d.

MPL will begin engagement with elected members of CBC, BBC, parish councils,
the local MP Nadine Dorries and Richard Fuller MP whose constituency lies within

the CCZ, as it develops its plans.
MPL will use elected members of CBC, BBC and parish councils as communication
channels, via meetings and correspondence, to share information and seek

community feedback during the period of statutory consultation.

Exhibitions/consultation events will be held at the following locations:
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. Lidlington Village Hall

. Stewartby Village Hall

. Marston Moretaine Village Hall

. Ampthill Masonic Centre, Ampthill
After consideration of the outcomes of the non-statutory consultation process these
venues are considered the most convenient to those communities within the CCZ
that surround the proposed Power Generation Plant Site. These events will feature
relevant information in a variety of formats (display panels, plans, leaflet etc) about
the proposal and copies of the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
(PEIR) will be made available. Members of the MPL project team will be available
to discuss the proposal, answer questions and to receive feedback from members

of the public.

e. In order to ensure that people have the maximum opportunity to attend the
exhibitions, MPL will arrange for them to be held at the above convenient locations
and at a variety of times. An event will be held on a Saturday for those unable to
visit during the working week.

f.  MPL will use venues that meet Disability Discrimination Act 1995 requirements and
upon a reasonable and timely request will make provision for those with special
requirements who are unable to attend or access a consultation event (for

example, private transport to a consultation event).

g. In consultation with CBC and BBC, MPL will share information about the Project
with those “hard to reach groups” living and working within the CCZ. These groups
are likely to be accessed through informal and formal channels - via council
services (for example, Central Bedfordshire Together, Bedford Borough
Partnership, and others) and relevant specialist organisations (for example the
Marston Moreteyne Action Group, local branches of the Women’s Institute, and
local business representative groups such as the Bedfordshire Chamber of

Commerce).
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h. Posters in colleges, schools, youth clubs and awareness through social media may
be used to reach the younger members of the community, whilst consideration will
be given to presentations at local schools and colleges about the Project. Local

schools and colleges will be notified of the consultation events.

i. MPL will advertise the consultation events via local and regional newspapers
(Bedfordshire on Sunday, Bedford Borough Times & Citizen), for two weeks prior
to the first event taking place. In addition MPL will announce via the issue of one
or more press releases to parish, local and regional news publications, the local
radio and TV stations (and via online media) that the events are taking place. The
newspaper advertisements (and media coverage), will reach the CCZ, the OCZ
and further afield. The content will give information on MPL'’s proposals and details

of the consultation events, including contact information.

J. A leaflet or letter about the Project and the consultation programme will be
distributed to households, businesses and institutions in the CCZ some two weeks
in advance of the first consultation event, informing them of the consultation events
taking place. The leaflet will include details of the Project, the location and dates of
the consultation events, the MPL website address, and a comments/questions card

that can be returned Freepost.

k. Posters advertising the consultation events will be displayed on parish
noticeboards and other community venues within the CCZ and the OCZ, for
example local libraries, local shops and post offices, local schools and colleges

and doctors’ surgeries.

I.  MPL will inform those parish councils within the OCZ about the Project and the

exhibition/consultation event via email.

m. The MPL team will proactively and reactively meet with individuals and interested
groups in the local area as part of the formal consultation period to answer

guestions and provide updates about the Project.

July 2014 13



d) Millbrook

Power

n. The MPL website will carry the latest information about the Project (technical,
environmental and communications), contact details and a mechanism to enable
people to ask questions and provide feedback. The website address has
previously been provided to CBC, BBC and parish councils for inclusion on parish

websites, newsletters and in other local information material.

0. Comments and queries via telephone (as well as via post, email or fax) will be
considered and addressed where possible, as well as comments noted. The
statutory consultation will last for a period of 35 days . Relevant responses will be
collated, had regard to and referred to in the Consultation Report that will
accompany the DCO application.

p. MPL may choose to undertake additional consultation and information activities. In
addition, MPL will consider the provision, upon request, of written materials about
the Project in different formats (for example, large print or braille).

g. Statutory and non-statutory consultation activities and efforts will be detailed in the
Consultation Report which will accompany the DCO application. This will detail the
consultation activities, the feedback received and MPL’s response to the issues

that are raised during the process.
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This Statement of Community Consultation ("SoCC") is published in connection with
a proposed up to 299 MW gas-fired power station, its associated gas and electrical
connections and other related infrastructure at Rookery South Pit situated in the
Marston Vale, approximately 3 km north of Ampthill and 7 km south-west of Bedford
in Central Bedfordshire (the "Project").

The capacity of the gas-fired power station will be in excess of 50 MW. As such, it is
classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project ("NSIP") under the Planning
Act 2008. The Project therefore requires a Development Consent Order ("DCQ") in
order for it to be built. Any DCO would be made by the Secretary of State for Business,
Energy & Industrial Strategy.

The Project was initially taken through the first stages of the DCO planning application
process in 2014. However, in March 2015, the project was put on hold due to market
and political uncertainty. Under new ownership (see below) the Project is now once

again being taken forward.

This SoCC is part of a consultation process, required by the Planning Act 2008. This
SoCC explains how Millbrook Power Limited ("MPL”), the promoter of the Project,
proposes to consult people living in the vicinity of the Project, businesses and other
organisations about the Project, in advance of submitting an application for a DCO for
the Project before the end of 2017.

MPL carried out both statutory and non-statutory consultation as part of its work in
2014. As part of the 2014 statutory consultation, a SoCC was published after having
been consulted on with the local planning authorities and this SoCC is closely
modelled on the 2014 SoCC. MPL have had regard to the responses received as part
of the 2014 non-statutory and statutory consultation and these have influenced the

further iteration of the Project design that is now being consulted on in 2017.

MPL has consulted Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedfordshire Borough Council,
as the local planning authorities, about the content of this Statement of Community

Consultation and has had regard to their responses.
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As noted above, a consultation/communication plan was published in 2014 and this

plan has been updated and revised. Both documents are available from MPL or via its

website www.millbrookpower.co.uk.

MPL is a company owned by Drax Group plc ("Drax") (acquired in December 2016).

Drax is seeking to develop gas fired power stations at Rookery South Pit and

elsewhere in the UK to support the Government’s drive to a low carbon economy and

its gas generation strategy.

This SoCC explains:

key details about the Project;

how MPL is publishing preliminary environmental information about the Project;
how MPL is going to consult local people and communities about the Project and
what activities will be undertaken to give them access to information about the
proposal and help them to understand what particular aspects of the proposal may
mean to them, enabling them to provide informed feedback;

how people can become involved in shaping the Project before a DCO application
is submitted by putting forward their views to influence the Project; and

how people can provide feedback to MPL from consultation activities and ensure

that they are informed about the Project.

The Project

The key details of the proposed Project are:

the construction of a Power Generation Plant with a rated electrical output of
between 50 and 299 MW of electricity. The plant will have one stack, of up to 35 m
in height. It will include a new purpose built access road which will either be from
Green Lane to the site of the generating element of the Project, or will connect from
the site of the generating element of the Project to an access road constructed for
the Rookery South Resource Recovery project from Green Lane into Rookery
South Pit;

the site for the Generating Equipment covers an area of approximately 4 ha;
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e the Power Generation Plant will produce electricity from natural gas. As such, fuel
for the Power Generation Plant will be provided by an underground pipeline
connection and will not be delivered by road to the site;

e itwill include the construction of a new electrical connection (including up to 500 m
of underground cable) to the National Grid Electricity Transmission System and the
construction of a new underground pipeline (up to 1.82 km in length) to bring
natural gas to the Power Generating Plant from the National Transmission System;

e it will create approximately 150 jobs during a construction period lasting two years
and create up to 15 permanent jobs once commercial operations have begun;

e it responds to the Government’s need for new gas generation in order to underpin
the country’s energy security and its transition to a low-carbon economy; and

e the station would emit about 50% less carbon dioxide (CO2) than an equivalent
sized coal-fired power plant, and is designed to operate flexibly so that it can
respond quickly and efficiently to short-term variation in customer demand and

intermittent output from wind power generation.

It is acknowledged that during construction and operation there is potential for negative
impacts on some local communities and the environment, for example noise from the
operation of the Power Generation Plant, the visual impact of the stack and impacts
on the local and regional transport network as a result of construction traffic. An
Environmental Impact Assessment ("EIA") is being undertaken; the EIA helps to
understand and seeks to reduce the potential effects of the Project’s construction and
operation. An Environmental Statement will be submitted as part of the application for
a DCO for the Project. More information on this process is provided below. The EIA

process is also considering the potential positive effects of the operation of the Project.

The Planning Process

DCO applications for NSIPs are submitted to the Planning Inspectorate which will
process and examine the application before making a recommendation on that
application to the relevant Secretary of State. The final decision on the application is

made by the Secretary of State and if it is successful, a DCO will be made.
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The Government's policies in relation to NSIPs are set out in National Policy
Statements (NPSs). The proposed Project has been developed with regard to the
relevant Energy NPSs, in particular EN-1 (Energy), EN-2 (Fossil Fuel Electricity
Generating Infrastructure), EN-4 (Gas Networks Infrastructure) and EN-5 (Electricity
Networks Infrastructure). EN-1 states that "gas will continue to play an important role
in the electricity sector- providing vital flexibility to support an increasing amount of

low-carbon generation and to maintain security of supply.”

When determining a DCO application, the Secretary of State must have regard to the
relevant NPSs and must make a decision in accordance with these unless other
considerations apply, including where she/he is satisfied that the adverse impact of a

proposed development would outweigh its benefits.

When considering whether to accept an application for examination, the Planning
Inspectorate must be satisfied that the applicant has undertaken effective pre-
application consultation. Pre-application consultation is essential in allowing MPL to
understand and minimise the impacts of the Project and to allow a thorough
examination by the Planning Inspectorate. MPL is required to submit a Consultation
Report with its application for a DCO. This report will include details of the local
community feedback received (both in 2014 and in 2017), explain how MPL has had
regard to relevant feedback and will detail how MPL has complied with the consultation

requirements of the Planning Act 2008.

The community consultation described in this statement is carried out under Section
47 of the Planning Act 2008. It is in addition to consultation that will be carried out with
specific statutory consultees (such as nature conservation bodies) and those with
relevant interests in land (including owners and occupiers within the Project boundary)
under Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008. It is also in addition to wider notification of
the Project under Section 48 of the Planning Act 2008.

Information on the planning process for NSIPs and the NPSs can be found at:

http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/

May 2017 4


http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/

|5 Millbrook
U Power

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/consents-and-planning-applications-for-national-

energy-infrastructure-projects

Environmental Information & Impacts

The Project will be designed and developed to meet or exceed current quality, safety
and environmental standards and efforts will be made to minimise its impact on the
local environment, both during its construction and its operation. The extent and scale
of the development and MPL’s proposals to mitigate its impacts will be consulted upon
locally and will be amongst the issues considered by the Planning Inspectorate on

behalf of the Secretary of State.

Because of the nature and size of the Project, MPL is undertaking an EIA pursuant to
the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009.
The Project falls under the EIA Regulations 2009 regime and not the Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (EIA Regulations
2017) regime. This is because a scoping opinion was requested from the Secretary of
State under the EIA Regulations 2009 before the commencement of the EIA
Regulations 2017. This means that, in accordance with the transitional arrangements
at Regulation 37 of the EIA Regulations 2017, the EIA Regulations 2009 will continue
to apply to the Project.

The EIA considers the likely significant environmental effects of the Project including
those on air and water quality, noise, visual and landscape, traffic, local ecology,
archaeology and heritage, socio-economics and cumulative impacts of the Project
considered together with other development.

MPL has consulted with various statutory bodies concerning the scope of the EIA,
including local authorities, the Environment Agency, Highways England, Natural
England and utility providers. A request for a Scoping Opinion was submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate on June 20" 2014, accompanied by a Scoping Report. The
Scoping Report outlined which environmental topics would be covered by the EIA and
how the assessments would be undertaken. The Planning Inspectorate issued its

formal Scoping Opinion on July 28" 2014.
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These documents are available on the Millorook Power website

(www.millbrookpower.co.uk) and via the dedicated section on the Planning

Inspectorate’s website:

http://infrastructure.planningportal.qov.uk/projects/eastern/millbrook-power/

As part of the pre-application consultation materials on the proposed Project, MPL will
publish a Preliminary Environmental Information Report ("PEIR") and a non-technical
summary ("NTS") of the same. The PEIR presents the information gathered to date
and provides the results of MPL’s preliminary assessments as to the likely significant
environmental effects of the Project. It does not set out the final findings but will
include information on provisional mitigation measures. During consultation, MPL will
make available details on landscaping proposals and other measures to mitigate the
Project's impact. MPL will provide copies of the PEIR and the NTS to Central
Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council as the local planning authorities.
Both documents will also be made available at: the main office of Central Bedfordshire
Council in Chicksands, Shefford; at Bedford Borough Council’s Customer Service
Centre in Bedford; at the Marston Vale Forest Centre; local libraries; at public
exhibitions and on the MPL website. Technical appendices to the PEIR will be
available in electronic form only at the council offices, libraries and Forest Centre but
printed copies will be available to view at the exhibitions details of which are given

below.

When the EIA process is complete and MPL submits its application for a DCO, it will
be accompanied by an Environmental Statement. This will report on the likely
significant environmental effects of the Project identified in the EIA and will explain the

mitigation measures to avoid or reduce these.

Public Consultation

The views of the local community about the Project are important. In June 2014, MPL
carried out a non-statutory consultation process sharing its initial plans with the public
at three exhibitions held in the local area. In October/November 2014, a 35 day period
of statutory public consultation was carried out, with four public exhibitions held in the

local area — at Marston Moretaine, Stewartby, Lidlington and Ampthill. During 2014,
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MPL received and responded to comments on the proposed Project and its impact on

the environment, local communities and the local economy.

a. What are we now consulting on and when?

In March 2015, MPL chose to put on hold its plans for the Project and notified
interested parties by letter and information posted on the Project website that this was
the case. Under the ownership of Drax, MPL now wishes to resume the DCO
application process for the Project. Accordingly, and given MPL’s open and engaged
approach to consultation in 2014, MPL wishes to commence a second phase of
statutory consultation commencing on 29" May 2017 (and finishing on 2" July 2017),
seeking views on the overall scope and impact of the Project, including the associated
electrical connection and gas connection. Only after MPL has had regard to the
consultation responses received will the application for a DCO for the Project be

finalised and submitted.

Responses will, in particular, be invited on:

* The Project, as currently proposed, including changes since the 2014

consultation;

The layout of the Generating Equipment within the Generating Equipment Site;

* Proposed amendments to The Rookery South (Resource Recovery Facility)
Order 2011; and

The findings of the preliminary assessment on the likely significant
environmental effects of the Project during construction and operation, as set
out in the PEIR.

The consultation explained in this Statement will run for 35 days ending on 2" July

2017. Comments about the project must be received by MPL by this date.

b. Who will we consult with?
The Planning Act 2008 states that those ‘living in the vicinity of the land’ should be
consulted. We have discussed the scope of our consultation with Central Bedfordshire

Council and Bedford Borough Council as the local planning authorities, and have

May 2017 7



d) Millbrook
Power
identified and agreed the Consultation Zones that form the basis of our community

consultation.

MPL will carry out its community consultation activities in two areas: a Core
Consultation Zone (CCZ) that equates to a 5 km radius from the Power Generation
Plant Site (Figure 1) and an Outer Consultation Zone (OCZ) that equates to a radius
of 10 km (Figure 2). These consultation zones were chosen following feedback from

local elected representatives and are the same as those used by MPL during 2014.

The CCZ has been designed to include the main population areas in the vicinity of the
Power Generation Plant Site that have the potential to be impacted by the Project and
expected to have the greatest interest in the Project The zone includes all or parts of
the following parish council areas: Marston Moreteyne, Millbrook, Houghton Conquest,
Ampthill, Maulden, Lidlington, Stewartby and Wootton. An information leaflet will be
sent to households, businesses and institutions in the CCZ and the CCZ will be the

focus of public exhibitions (see below).
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Figure 1 - Proposed CCZ — approx. 5 km radius from the Power Generation
Plant Site
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Figure 2 - Proposed OCZ — 10 km radius from the Power Generation Plant Site

Communities within the OCZ will be informed about the Project (via newspaper
advertisements, posters, media coverage and contact with parish councils and other
relevant local organisations in the OCZ) and given the opportunity to comment on our

plans for the Project. The outer zone includes the main population area of Bedford.

MPL does not anticipate that the communities and businesses that lie within the OCZ
will be significantly impacted by the Project’s construction and operation although MPL
recognises that those living and working within the OCZ may be interested in the
Project. Outside the two zones, there may well be others interested in MPL’s plans.
These people will also be reached through local/regional newspaper advertising and
media coverage (print, broadcast and social media). Feedback that is received within
the consultation period will be considered by MPL as it finalises its proposals for the

Project.
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How will we consult?

MPL will seek and receive people’s views through a number of activities:

Public exhibitions will be held at Lidlington, Marston Moretaine, Stewartby and
Ampthill within the CCZ (see the table below for locations and dates of the public
exhibitions);

An information leaflet will be sent to households, businesses and institutions in the
CCZ, and made available at local council offices, local libraries and other civic
community venues in the area. The leaflet will also be sent to those groups that
are defined as “hard to reach” (such as the Community Engagement Network, the
Older People’s Reference Group and the Youth Parliament). It will give background
on the Project, the consultation process and how individuals can engage in the
consultation. The leaflet will be made available at libraries and council offices in
the OCZ;

Copies of the leaflet, the SoCC, a Consultation Document that will explain the
Project as well as the proposed amendments to the Rookery South (Resource
Recovery Facility) Order 2011, the Preliminary Environmental Information Report!
and the Non-Technical Summary as well as other information about the Project will
be available (in addition to the main council offices of Central Bedfordshire Council
and Bedford Borough Council’s Customer Service Centre) at Marston Vale Forest
Centre, Marston Moretaine, MK43 OPR which is open seven days a week between

10.00am and 4.00pm, as well as the following libraries:

Bedford Library Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri 09.00 — 18.00
Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG Thurs 09.00 — 13.00
Sat 09.00 — 17.00
Sun Closed
Ampthill Library, Mon/Wed/Fri 10.00 - 18.00
1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2NL Tues Closed
Thurs 14.00 — 18.00
Sat 10.00 — 13.00
Sun Closed

! Note that the technical appendices to the PEIR will be provided electronically at the libraries, council offices
and the Forest Centre. Printed copies will be available to view at the public exhibitions.
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Wootton Library Mon/Fri 14.00 - 18.00

Lorraine Road, Wootton, MK43 9LH Tues Closed
Wed 10.00 — 1300/

1400 -18.30

Thurs Closed
Sat 10.00 — 13.00
Sun Closed

e The information leaflet and other information about the Project can be made
available in other formats (e.g. large print or braille) and languages upon
reasonable request;

e A website (www.millbrookpower.co.uk) provides information on the Project as well

as access to documents, and provide visitors with the opportunity to ask questions
or make comments online;

e An e-mail address to which individuals can write to provide their feedback is
info@millbrookpower.co.uk;

e A Freepost mailbox to which people can send questions or comments is Freepost
plus RTXR-ZKKX-XYLT, Millorook Power Ltd, 49 York Place, Edinburgh, EH1 3JD;

e MPL will also notify the local community about the Project and the consultation
events via posters on local noticeboards, newspaper advertisements and media
coverage;

e In addition, MPL will contact a broad spectrum of local stakeholders. These will
include elected representatives, local community, special interest groups (including
those “hard to reach groups” such as the Community Engagement Network, the
Older People’s Reference Group and the Youth Parliament), and local business
groups. MPL will provide them with information on the Project and undertake

briefings where appropriate.
Individuals and organisations wishing to respond should include their name and an

address where correspondence about the response can be sent. Responses may be
made public, subject to data protection laws.
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Comments made at any stage of the consultation process will be recorded and
carefully considered by MPL as part of the process of preparing the final proposals for
its application to the Planning Inspectorate.

KEY DATES

15" May Statement of Community Consultation published
29" May Consultation period starts

9t — 13" June PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS

Friday 9" June Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road,
1500 -1930 Marston Moretaine, MK43 OLD

Saturday 10" June Stewartby Club, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43
0900 - 1300 ONB

Monday 12t June Wingfield Club, 37 Church St, Ampthill, Bedford
1600 - 2000 MK45 2PL

Tuesday 13" June Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43
1230 - 1530 ORT

2" July Consultation period closes

December 2017 DCO application submitted

Contact details

MPL welcomes questions and comments:

Website: www.millbrookpower.co.uk

Email: info@millbrookpower.co.uk

Post: Freepost plus RTXR-ZKKX-XYLT, Millorook Power Ltd, 49 York Place,
Edinburgh, EH1 3JD

Phone: 0131 550 3380
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MILLBROOK POWER PROJECT

S47 LOCAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION PLAN,

INTRODUCTION

Millbrook Power Limited (“MPL”) proposes to develop a gas-fired power generation
plant and connections to the electricity and gas networks on land located in Rookery
South Pit, near the villages of Stewartby, Lidlington, Millorook and Marston Moretaine
in Bedfordshire (the "Project").

The proposed power generation plant would have a rated electrical output of up to 299
MW of electricity. Using the latest and most efficient power generating technology, it
would burn natural gas to generate electricity that is delivered into the National Grid.
Due to its size, the gas-fired power generation plant would be a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project and as such it would require a Development Consent Order
("DCO").

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

The community consultation described is carried out under section 47 of the Planning
Act 2008; the Act sets out requirements for formal pre-application consultation for
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects before they are submitted to the relevant
Secretary of State for examination and determination.

Section 47(1) of the Planning Act 2008 states that the applicant must prepare a
statement setting out how it proposes to consult those people, who are living in the
vicinity of all or part of the land to which the proposed application relates, about the
proposed application.

Furthermore, MPL is required to consult Central Bedfordshire Council ("CBC") and
Bedford Borough Council ("BBC") on its proposed Statement of Community
Consultation ("SoCC"). Once MPL has finalised its SoCC, it is required to make the
same available to the public in a way that is reasonably convenient and must also
publish a notice in the local press as to where and when the SoCC can be inspected.
This plan sets out how MPL intends to meet these s47 consultation requirements. This
plan is not itself required pursuant to the Planning Act 2008.

2014 CONSULTATION

MPL first announced its proposals for its power generation project in May 2014 and
conducted its consultation activities in two phases: an initial phase of consultation
between May and September 2014 that included mailing of an introductory leaflet to
¢10,500 homes and businesses in the area surrounding the site, public exhibitions at
three locations in the vicinity of the site (Lidlington, Stewartby and Marston Moretaine),
meetings with CBC and BBC councillors as well as meetings with those parish councils
that were within the project’'s Core Consultation Zone ("CCZ"). MPL also shared its
plans to the wider community via Parish Councils further afield, the two local
constituency MPs, via social media and the internet, newspaper advertising and
articles/broadcast reports, and via organisations that were a conduit to “hard to reach
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groups” in the area. Among the highlights of its work, MPL representatives addressed
sixth form students at the Kimberley STEM College.

Having agreed its Consultation Plan and Statement of Community Consultation with
CBC and BBC, MPL conducted a period of statutory consultation between 13%
October and 16™ November 2014. An information leaflet was distributed to homes
and businesses in the CCZ, four public exhibitions were held at Stewartby, Lidlington,
Marston Moretaine and Ampthill and there was once again local advertising and a
series of media reports (print, TV, radio and social media).

The choice of location for the exhibitions (in both phases of consultation) was decided
upon following discussions with members of CBC and BBC.

In addition, local councillors from CBC, BBC and eight parish councils attended an
“outreach meeting” with the Planning Inspectorate which was organised and attended
by MPL.

The various consultation activities during 2014 helped inform the Project’s
development and led to MPL’s decision to underground the electrical connection rather
than connect the power generation plant to the National Grid via overhead lines and
additional transmission towers.

In March 2015, the Project was put on hold due to market and political uncertainty and
both CBC and BBC were informed as were the parish councils and other interested
parties in the area. However, MPL has recently re-started its work to secure
development consent for the Project and as such has decided to conduct another
phase of statutory consultation.

1.0 PURPOSE

a. This document explains how MPL once more intends to consult people living and
working in the vicinity of the proposed up to 299 MW gas-fired power generation
station, its associated gas and electrical connections and other related
infrastructure on land located in and adjacent to Rookery South Pit. The land is
situated in the Marston Vale between Milton Keynes and Bedford, approximately 3
km north of Ampthill, a local market town, and 7 km south west of Bedford in Central

Bedfordshire and Bedford Borough.

b. The Project’s infrastructure includes a new purpose built access road, an
underground gas pipeline connection and a new electrical connection (including
underground cables) that would facilitate the export of power to the National Grid

for distribution to homes and businesses.

May 2017 2



|5 Millbrook
U Power

c. Since December 2016, MPL, the development company for the Project at Rookery
South Pit, has been a subsidiary company of Drax Group plc. Drax Group is
seeking to develop flexible gas fired power generation assets at three further sites
in the UK to support the UK Government’s drive towards a low carbon economy:
one at Eye Airfield in Suffolk, one near Aberdare in south Wales and the third near

Felindre, also in south Wales.

d. Stag Energy provides the resources to MPL through a management services
agreement with Drax Group. Stag Energy was founded in 2002 and the company
draws on a depth of experience with a team that has created and delivered over
10,000 MW of power generation and related infrastructure projects across the
globe, of which, 2,500 MW has been delivered in the UK.

e. The details of the consultation methodology set out in this document aim to explain
how MPL will satisfy the community consultation requirements for an application
for a DCO under the Planning Act 2008 which, if granted, would enable the Project
to be constructed and operated. MPL intends to submit an application for a DCO
which will be examined by one or more inspectors (known as an Examining
Authority) who will be appointed by the Secretary of State for Business, Energy &
Industrial Strategy (SoS) through the Planning Inspectorate. It should be noted
that the application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement as the
development is considered to be an Environmental Impact Assessment ("EIA")
Development. A Preliminary Environmental Information Report ("PEIR"), reviewed
and updated from 2014, will be produced and will describe, at a preliminary level,
the likely significant environmental effects of the Project. The PEIR will be

published and made available for public scrutiny and consultation in May 2017.

f. As part of the DCO application, MPL is required to produce a Consultation Report
explaining how the three strands of consultation required under the Planning Act
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2008 (s42!, s47 and s482) have been complied with. MPL intends that its
Consultation Report will include an explanation of how the relevant local authorities
were consulted about the content of the SoCC and what the local authorities’
comments were. The Consultation Report will demonstrate that the local
authorities were given sufficient time to provide comments, explain how MPL had
regard to those comments and provide evidence that the SoCC was made

available and notified in the correct manner.

The Consultation Report will also explain what activities were undertaken (in 2014,
2015 and in 2017) to enable consultation with the local community, how those
consulted responded and how MPL had regard to representations received in the
development of the Project and the DCO application, prior to its submission to the
SoS.

This document does not set out how MPL intends to undertake the other strands

of statutory consultation required by Sections 42 and 48 of the Planning Act 2008.

2.0 THE PROPOSED SITE

a.

The site for the proposed Generating Equipment (which comprises part of the
Project including the gas turbine generator) is located on land located within
Rookery South Pit, a former clay pit and designated as Rookery Clay Pits County
Wildlife Site (CWS). The site is adjacent to the proposed Covanta Energy from

Waste project, which has been consented but has not yet been constructed.

. The site is located mostly within the local authority administrative area of CBC and

in part within the administrative area of BBC. The proposed routes of the electrical
and gas connections would be located in farmland to the south of Rookery South

Pit within Central Bedfordshire, whilst part of the proposed access route, subject to

1 Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 requires consultation with certain local authorities, listed statutory consultees and those
with an interest in the land on which the proposed Project will be built and operated or who may be particularly affected by it
2 Section 48 sets out publicity requirements on a national basis
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consultation, environmental and technical studies, resides within the administrative
area of BBC.

3.0 THE PROJECT

The Project would comprise:

e A new Power Generation Plant in the form of a Open Cycle Gas Turbine
(SCGT) gas fired peaking power generating station fueled by natural gas and
with a rated electrical output of between 50 and 299 Megawatts (MW)
comprising:

o The Generating Equipment including the Gas Turbine Generators and
balance of plant, which are located within the Generating Equipment
Site;

o A new purpose built Access Road from to the Generating Equipment
Site; and

o During construction, a temporary construction compound (the Laydown
Area).

e The Generating Equipment, Access Road and Laydown Area are together
known as the "Power Generation Plant”, and are located within the Power
Generation Plant Site

e A new underground Gas pipeline Connection to bring natural gas to the
Generating Equipment from the National Transmission System (NTS) which is
located to the South of Rookery South Pit. The Gas Connection includes an
underground pipeline of length approximately 1.8 km.; and

e A new Electrical Connection (including underground cables) to export power
from the Generating Equipment to the National Grid Electricity Transmission
System (NETS) for distribution to homes and businesses and which is also
located to the South of Rookery South Pit.
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The Power Generation Plant, Gas Connection and Electrical Connection are together
referred to as the ‘Project’. The land upon which the Project would be developed, or
which would be required in order to facilitate the development of the Project, is referred

to as the ‘Project Site’.

4.0 CONSULTATION BACKGROUND

a. MPL is committed to and has demonstrated an open and responsive consultation
with local communities and interested parties. Taking note of the 2014
Consultation, the programme recommended within this document sets out a

framework for a formal and inclusive consultation process.

b. The draft SoCC appended to this document is designed to meet the legal
requirements set out in section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 and follows a range of
advice and guidance set out by the Planning Inspectorate and the Department for
Communities & Local Government, as well as previous dialogue about public
consultation with CBC and BBC (and feedback from local people) in 2014. The
consultation process is designed to enable informed, detailed and two-way
communication. Through this process, relevant matters identified during
consultation will be taken into account during the development of the proposal and
before submission of the application for a DCO.

c. Between May 2014 and March 2015, MPL has proactively communicated its
intentions with elected representatives and directly within the local community, in
order to introduce and discuss aspects of the Project. These non-statutory
information activities, the 2014 period of statutory public consultation and
forthcoming initiatives will be captured in the Consultation Report that will form part

of the DCO application.
4.1 CONSULTATION AREAS
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a. MPL proposes to carry out its consultation in two areas: a core consultation zone
("CCZ") that equates to an approximate 5 km radius from the site of the Power
Generation Plant (see map overleaf), and an outer consultation zone ("OCZ") that
equates to a radius of 10 km. The CCZ is defined by parish council boundaries
closest to the 5 km radius. These consultation zones were chosen in 2014 following
feedback from various elected representatives with whom MPL had been liaising
and was in accordance with those used by Covanta for the Rookery South Energy
from Waste Generating Station, even though the impact of the Project is expected

to be considerably less than that of the Covanta scheme.

b. The CCZ has been designed to include the main population areas in the vicinity of
the Power Generation Plant Site that have the potential to be impacted by the
Project’s construction and operation and expected to have the greatest interest in
the Project. These include the villages of Stewartby, Marston Moretaine and
Millbrook and the town of Ampthill, as well as other settlements within the CCZ.
Whilst a 5 km buffer has been used as a guide, where settlements fall only partially

within this area, discretion has been exercised.

[ Project Site
1 - 7 Core Consultation Zane Skm Buffer

R ooy
3] weees Parish Council Boundary
Local Autharity Boundary
)

raswley

Proposed CCZ — approx. 5 km radius from the Power Generation Plant
Site
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Proposed OCZ - 10 km radius from the Power Generation Plant Site

c. Whilst the Project Site is located directly within the CBC ward of Cranfield and
Marston Moreteyne the following neighbouring wards also fall within the proposed
CCz:

o Houghton Conquest and Haynes
o Ampthill

d) The proposed CCZ also includes wards within the neighbouring local authority -
BBC. The following BBC wards fall within the CCZ:

o Elstow and Stewartby

o Wootton

e) The CCZ would include all or parts of the following parish council areas:
o Marston Moreteyne (CBC)
o Houghton Conquest (CBC)
o Millbrook (CBC)
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o Ampthill (CBC)
o Maulden (CBC)
o Lidlington (CBC)
o Stewartby (BBC)
o Wootton (BBC)

The CCZ will be MPL'’s primary focus of activity when consulting about its plans.

As in 2014, communities in the OCZ will be informed about the Project (via
newspaper advertisements, posters, media coverage and direct contact with parish
councils and other relevant local organisations in the OCZ) and will have the
opportunity to comment on the plans. The OCZ includes the main population area
of Bedford. MPL does not anticipate that the communities and businesses that lie
within the OCZ will be significantly impacted by the Project’'s construction and
operation although MPL recognises that they may be interested in it. In 2014, there
was little interest or comment about the Project from elected representatives or from

the general public within the OCZ.

g) Communities outside the OCZ will be informed about the Project as the circulation

areas and reach of the media (TV, radio, printed media) that will be used to
communicate details of the Project and the consultation activities are far greater
than the boundaries of the OCZ.

5.0 2014 NON-STATUTORY AND STATUTORY CONSULTATION

As an introduction to the Project, MPL undertook an introductory information

programme and non-statutory consultation exercise in May/June 2014. This included:

a.

Discussions with officers and councillors at CBC and BBC about MPL's plans and
proposed non-statutory consultation plans, including exhibition venues and

organisations that should be invited.
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As every home and business in the CCZ is represented by both a CBC councillor
or a BBC councillor, and a Parish councillor, MPL communicated its plans (and
information regarding the public exhibitions that were held between June 5" — 7t
2014) to CBC and BBC, as well as the then MP Nadine Dorries for Mid-
Bedforshire, and Richard Fuller MP (whose constituency partially falls within the
CCZ). MPL met Nadine Dorries MP on two occasions to discuss the Project and

answer her questions.

As part of the non-statutory consultation, a Project website was launched to
coincide with the Project being introduced to the local community. The website

(www.millbrookpower.co.uk) provides information on the Project and enables

people to ask questions and provide feedback to MPL about the Project.

As part of the non-statutory consultation, a letter of introduction about the Project
was sent to approximately 10,000 households and businesses within an
approximate 5 km radius of the Project Site (i.e an area very closely aligned with
the CCZ). The letter contained details about the Project and an invitation to attend
information exhibitions near the Project site. The letter was sent and distributed by

Royal Mail a week prior to the first exhibition date.

As part of the non-statutory consultation in 2014, exhibitions were held at the

following locations to give local people the maximum opportunity to attend:

o Thursday, June 5" - Lidlington Village Hall (4.00pm till 7.30pm)
o Friday, June 6" - Stewartby Village Hall (3.00pm till 7.00pm)
o Saturday, June 7" - Marston Moreteyne Village Hall (10.00am till 1.00pm)

Exhibition locations were chosen because they were considered convenient to
those communities within the CCZ that surrounds the proposed Power Generation
Plant Site. These events featured relevant information that was known at the time
in a variety of formats (display panels, maps, plans, leaflet etc.) about the
proposal. Members of the MPL project team were available to discuss the
proposal, answer questions and to receive feedback from members of the public.

Feedback as to whether MPL should do anything differently during the statutory
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consultation process that followed in October/November 2014 was sought during

the informal information period/non-statutory consultation about the Project.

g. MPL used venues that met Disability Discrimination Act 1995 requirements and
upon a reasonable and timely request had provisions in place for those with
special requirements who were unable to attend or access a consultation event

(for example, private transport to the exhibition event).

h. More than 250 people attended the exhibitions, including local councillors. The
local media (print, TV, radio and social media) published news reports about the

exhibitions in advance of them being held as well as afterwards.

i. MPL issued press releases before and after the exhibitions were held, and these
were posted on the MPL website. The press releases were issued to the local
media including parish council newsletters, and news reports were published in

the media as a result of receiving them from MPL.

j.  MPL advertised the informal information/non-statutory consultation exhibitions via
a display advertisement in the Bedfordshire on Sunday newspaper, published on
June 15t2014.

k. A leaflet about the Project was produced for people who attended the exhibition,
and additional copies were provided to local councilors and others for wider
dissemination. The leaflet contained details of the Project, the consultation
process, an indicative timeframe for the Project’s development and the Millbrook
Power website address and contact details. In addition, a Feedback form was

available for people to fill in on the day or to return via Freepost to MPL.

I.  Posters advertising the non-statutory consultation events were displayed on
parish noticeboards and other community venues within the CCZ, for example

local libraries, local shops and post offices and doctors’ surgeries.

m. Since May 2014, the MPL website has carried information about the Project

(technical, environmental and communications), contact details and a mechanism
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to enable people to ask questions and provide feedback. The website address
was provided to CBC, BBC and parish councils for inclusion on parish websites,

newsletters and other local information material.

n. MPL will once again consider the provision, upon request, of written materials

about the Project in different formats (for example, large print or braille).

0. Comments and queries via telephone (as well as via post, email or fax) were

accepted during the periods of non-statutory and statutory consultation in 2014.

6.0 2014 STATUTORY CONSULTATION METHODOLOGY & ACCESSIBILITY
The period of statutory consultation was conducted between October 13" and 16%
November 2014 (a 35 day period):

a. MPL consulted officers at CBC and BBC on the content of the SoCC.

b. MPL engaged with elected members of CBC, BBC, parish councils, the then local
MP Nadine Dorries and Richard Fuller MP whose constituency lies within the CCZ.

c. MPL used elected members of CBC, BBC and parish councils as communication
channels, via meetings and correspondence, to share information and seek

community feedback during the period of statutory consultation.

d. Exhibitions/consultation events were held at the following locations:

. Marston Moretaine Village Hall, 315t October (1500 to 1900hrs)

. Stewartby Village Hall, 15t November (0900 to 1300hrs)

. Ampthill Masonic Centre, Ampthill, 3@ November (1600 to 2000hrs)
. Lidlington Village Hall, 4" November (1100 to 1500hrs)

After consideration of the outcomes of the non-statutory consultation process these

venues were considered the most convenient to those communities within the CCZ
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that surround the proposed Power Generation Plant Site. These events featured
relevant information in a variety of formats (display panels, plans, leaflet etc) about
the proposal and copies of the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
(PEIR) were made available. Members of the MPL project team were available to
discuss the proposal, answer questions and to receive feedback from members of

the public. About 175 people attended the public exhibitions.

e. In order to ensure that people had the maximum opportunity to attend the
exhibitions, MPL arranged for them to be held at the above convenient locations
and at a variety of times. An event was held on a Saturday (at Stewartby) for those
unable to visit during the working week.

f. MPL used venues that met Disability Discrimination Act 1995 requirements and
made provision for those with special requirements who were unable to attend or

access a consultation event (for example, private transport to a consultation event).

g. In consultation with CBC and BBC, MPL shared information about the Project with
those “hard to reach groups” living and working within the CCZ. These groups were
accessed through informal and formal channels - via council services (for example,
Central Bedfordshire Together, Bedford Borough Partnership, and others) and
relevant specialist organisations (for example the Marston Moreteyne Action
Group, local branches of the Women'’s Institute, and local business representative

groups such as the Bedfordshire Chamber of Commerce).

h. Social media was used to reach the younger members of the community, whilst
MPL gave one presentation to a local college about the Project. Local schools and
colleges were notified of the consultation events.

i. MPL advertised the consultation events via local and regional newspapers
(Bedfordshire on Sunday, Bedford Borough Times & Citizen), for two weeks prior
to the first event taking place. In addition MPL announced via the issue of press
releases to parish, local and regional news publications, the local radio and TV

stations (and via online media) that the events were taking place. The newspaper
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advertisements (and media coverage) reached the CCZ, the OCZ and further
afield. The content gave information on MPL’s proposals and details of the

consultation events, including contact information.

j. A leaflet about the Project and the consultation programme was distributed to
households, businesses and institutions in the CCZ some two weeks in advance
of the first consultation event, informing them of the consultation events taking
place. The leaflet included details of the Project, the location and dates of the
consultation events, the MPL website address, and a comments/questions card

that could be returned Freepost.

k. Posters advertising the consultation events were displayed on parish noticeboards
and other community venues within the CCZ and the OCZ, for example local
libraries, local shops and post offices, local schools and colleges and doctors’

surgeries.

I. MPL informed those parish councils within the OCZ about the Project and the

exhibition/consultation event via email.

m. The MPL team proactively and reactively met with individuals and interested
groups in the local area as part of the formal consultation period to answer

guestions and provide updates about the Project.

n. Comments and queries via telephone (as well as via post, email or fax) were
considered and addressed where possible, as well as comments noted. The
statutory consultation lasted for a period of 35 days. Relevant responses during
the 2014 Statutory Consultation have been filed, had regard to and will be referred

to in the Consultation Report that will accompany the DCO application.

7.0 2017 CONSULTATION
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Taking note of the comments and feedback that were received about the Project
during the 2014 consultations, MPL proposes a series of meetings with elected
members of CBC and BBC, meetings with the parish councils that are located in the
CCZ and the local MPs, followed by a single phase of public statutory consultation
about the Project. This period of statutory consultation will follow similar lines to the

consultation activities that were carried out in 2014 namely:

a. MPL will use elected members of CBC, BBC and parish councils in the CCZ
and OCZ as communication channels to share information and seek community

feedback during the period of statutory consultation.

b. Exhibitions/consultation events will be held between June 8" and June 13! at

the following locations:

Friday 9™ June Marston Moretaine Village Hall, Bedford Road,
1500 -1930 Marston Moretaine, MK43 OLD

Saturday 10" June Stewartby Club, Stewartby Way, Stewartby, MK43
0900 - 1300 9NB

Monday 12 June Wingfield Club, 37 Church St, Ampthill, Bedford
1600 - 2000 MK45 2PL

Tuesday 13" June Lidlington Village Hall, High Street, Lidlington, MK43
1230 - 1530 ORT

c. These events will feature relevant information in a variety of formats (display
panels, plans, photomontages etc.) about the Project and copies of the
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) will be made available.
Members of the MPL Project team will be available to discuss the proposal,

answer questions and to receive feedback from members of the public,

d. In order to ensure that people have the maximum opportunity to attend the
exhibitions, MPL will once again arrange for them to be held at the above
convenient locations and at a variety of times. An event will be held on a

Saturday for those unable to visit during the working week.

e. The venues meet Disability Discrimination Act 1995 requirements and MPL will

make provision for those with special requirements who are unable to attend or
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access a consultation event (for example, private transport to a consultation

event).

f. MPL will again share information about the Project with those “hard to reach

groups” living and working within the CCZ.

g. Social media will again be used to reach the younger members of the
community, whilst MPL will be willing to give presentations about the Project to
local colleges and schools. Local schools and colleges will again be notified of

the consultation events.

h. MPL will advertise the consultation events via local and regional newspapers
(Bedfordshire on Sunday, Bedford Borough Times & Citizen), for two weeks
prior to the first event taking place. In addition MPL will issue press releases to
parish, local and regional news publications, the local radio and TV stations
(and via online media) to give additional publicity to the events taking place.
The newspaper advertisements (and media coverage) will reach the CCZ, the
OCZ and further afield. The content will be key information on MPL’s proposals

and details of the consultation events, including contact information.

i. A leaflet about the Project and the consultation programme will be distributed
to c13,000 households, businesses and institutions in the CCZ some two weeks
in advance of the first consultation event, informing them of the consultation
events taking place. The leaflet will include details of the Project, the location
and dates of the consultation events, the MPL website address, and a

comments/questions card that could be returned Freepost.

j. Posters advertising the consultation events will be displayed on parish
noticeboards and other community venues within the CCZ and the OCZ, for
example local libraries, local shops and post offices, local schools and colleges

and doctors’ surgeries.

k. MPL will inform those parish councils within the OCZ about the Project and the

exhibition/consultation events via email.
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MPL will meet with individuals and interested groups in the local area as part of
the formal consultation period to answer questions and provide updates about

the Project.

m. Comments and queries via telephone (as well as via post or email) will be
considered and addressed where possible, as well as comments noted. The
2017 period of statutory consultation will last for a period of 35 days, and the
outcomes (along with the outcomes of the 2014 Statutory Consultation) will be
referred to in the Consultation Report that will accompany the DCO application.

n. Copies of the leaflet, the SoCC, a Consultation Document that will explain the
Project as well as the proposed amendments to the Rookery South (Resource
Recovery Facility) Order 2011, the Preliminary Environmental Information
Report® (PEIR) and the Non-Technical Summary as well as other information
about the Project will be available (in addition to the main council offices of
Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford Borough Council’s Customer Service
Centre) at Marston Vale Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine, MK43 OPR which
is open seven days a week between 10.00am and 4.00pm, as well as the
following libraries:

Bedford Library Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri 09.00 — 18.00
Harpur Street, Bedford, MK40 1PG Thurs 09.00 - 13.00
Sat 09.00 — 17.00
Sun Closed
Ampthill Library, Mon/Wed/Fri 10.00 — 18.00
1 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Bedf